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Jews Giside ermany 


was mainly made for the purpose 

of getting a personal view of the 
political and economical developments of 
the former German Reich, my eyes could 
not evade the semi-political question, like 
every writer who has directly or indi- 
rectly suffered under the persecution of 
Nazi Germany against the Jewish religion 
or the Jewish people. 


LTHOUGH my recent visit to Germany 


German Anti-Semitism 

Modern anti-semitism is of German 
manufacture, and the inventor of the 
technique was the Chancellor, Prince 
Bismarck. In 1847 the question of Jewish 
emancipation was debated in the Prussian 
Parliament. Among the opponents was 
Bismarck, and the speech he made on that 
occasion is significant. It included this 
passage: 

I am no enemy of the Jews, and if they are 
my enemies, I forgive them. In some circum- 
stances I even like them. I willingly accord them 
every right, only not that of an important official 
power in a Christian State. For me, the words, 
“by the grace of God” are not mere empty 
sounds, and I call that a Christian state which 
makes the end and aim of its teaching the truth 
of Christianity. If I should see a Jew a repre- 
sentative of the King’s most sacred majesty, I 
should feel deeply humiliated .. . 

But one year later, the Jews first 
entered fully into German political life, 
at the time of the Revolution of 1848, 
when they were elected in considerable 
strength as representatives of the people 
to the National Assemblies at Frankfurt, 
Berlin, and Vienna. They were active in 
all parties. The leading organizers and 
theoreticians of the Junker Party (Die 
Kreuzzeitung), Leo and Stahl, were con- 
verted Jews, not to mention the conserva- 


tive influence of the Rothschilds. 
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By JOSEF GETA 


In 1866, when the National Liberal 
Party came into being in Germany, two 
of its founders, Lasker and Bamberger, 
were prominent Jews. At first Bismarck’s 
relationship with the new party was 
friendly, but a break took place in 1878 
when it opposed his economical policy. 
The Chancellor planned to discredit the 
party, and denounced it as a “Jewish 
Party.” An agitation against Jews in 
general sprang up and was vigorously 
conducted. In 1879, the first of the series 
of anti-Jewish societies made their ap- 
pearance in Berlin and Dresden as part 
of a country-wide movement called, “The 
anti-semitic League.” Its constitution an- 
nounced their aim in these terms: “To 
unite all non-Jewish Germans of all per- 
suasions, all parties, all stations, into one 
common league, which, setting aside all 
separate interests, all political differences, 
shall strive, with all earnestness and 
diligence for one end, namely, to save 
our German fatherland from becoming 
completely judaized .. .” 


Here, for the first time, spoke the 
authentic voice of modern anti-semitism. 
The slogan of “The Jewish Peril” was 
invented as a political device to consoli- 
date power. 


As German nationalism grew more and 
more, during the end of the 19th century, 
it fostered the belief in inherent German 
qualities, in specific racial characteristics, 
and with this, as the reverse of the medal, 
went a definition and vilification of the 
Jews as a race, no longer as a culture 
group. Anti-semitism, in becoming racial, 
was removed beyond the sphere of sci- 
ence or reason, and became an expression 
of fanaticism. The Jews had been made 
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a pawn in the political game. Its most 
skilful player in our time has been Hitler, 
and nothing more effectively exposes the 
sordidness of the manoeuvre than a study 
of his moves. 

He first employed anti-semitism as a 
means of gaining his ambition to become 
master of Germany. Every writer on the 
rise of Nazism has recognized how de- 
cisive a factor it proved in the struggle. 
Representative statements on this point 
are: “The National Socialist propaganda 
made the German jew-conscious at the 
price of their national sanity.” “What did 
that matter if only Hitler could come to 
power.” “Anti-semitism was the only 
clear idea he had when he founded the 
Party.” “He capitalized the lowest features 
of a traditional racial hatred.” Having 
tested the usefulness of anti-semitism as 
the stepping-stone to dictatorship of Ger- 
many, he proceeded to employ it for the 
achievement of his ultimate goal, world 
domination. He exercised it in the process 
of hardening the German people into the 
instrument for his purposes. Hermann 
Rauschnigg has written in this connection: 

Dynamism is kept alive in the masses in the 
form of permanent pugnacity. The masses tend 
all the time to grow slack, and need constant 
stimulating. Nothing is of more importance 
to National Socialism than the possession of 
‘enemies,’ objects on which this pugnacity can 
sharpen its claws. This is the root explanation 
of such senseless and horrible myths as that of 
the totally evil character of the Jews. If there 
is no other enemy available, there is always the 
Jew, whose despised figure can be made to 
serve as fuel for the fighting spirit, and at the 
same time to keep alive the happy feeling of 
belonging to the company of the elect. When- 
ever, during the ‘period of struggle,’ the atten- 
tion of the masses had to be turned away from 
the existing problem, or simply when it was 
desirable to rouse the fighting spirit of the Nazi 
followers, the Jew-Freemason record was regu- 
larly set going... 

The importance of anti-semitism for 
the Nazi party has hardly been recog- 
nised. It is natural to see it as an ex- 
crescence, a fanatical eccentricity in a 
party whose main concern was quite out- 
side the sphere of the Jewish question. 
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Yet, when studying the history of anti- 
semitism in Germany, one understands 
why Gottfried Feder called anti-semitism 
the “emotional sub-structure” of the Nazi 
movement. The belief that with the ex- 
termination of the Jews in Germany, 
German anti-semitism has disappeared 
inside the borders of the former Third 
Reich, is certainly a false one, but before 
describing the new germs of anti-semitism, 
the Nazi extermination policy has to be 
brought once more into the light of our 
current topic. 


Nazi Extermination Policy 


Those of us who lived inside Germany 
between the years 1933 and 1939, will 
remember how the Nazi movement started 
with its extermination policy. The boy- 
cott of Jewish goods on April 1, 1933 was 
neither supported by the broad masses 
in Germany, nor was there any sign of 
visible opposition towards the measures 
taken by the Nazi Government against 
the Jews. The Jewish population in Ger- 
many was less than 568,000, of which 
172,000 Jews lived in Berlin; in compari- 
son to a 70 million Reich, and a capital 
population of nearly 5 million. Therefore, 
a real Jewish question inside Germany, 
which would have been a danger to the 
State, never existed. In justifying the 
Nazi extermination policy, Hitler did the 
same as Bismarck, when attacking a party 
or a cause, he pushed the small minority 
of Jews, who were not even connected 
with the cause, into the forefront, con- 
centrated the limelight upon them and so 
created the belief that Jews were the 
dominant force within it. 

“Jewish Capitalism,” “International Jew- 
ish Financiers” and “Jewish Communism” 
became over and over again the target 
for Nazi measures against the Jews. From 
the introduction of the Nuremberg laws 
to the Jewish star and to the deportations 
into the gas-chambers of Auschwitz and 
Maidenhaik, the above-mentioned three 
Nazi slogans were the only justification. 


How thoroughly this extermination 
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policy was applied during the war years, 
I only recently learned during my stay 
in Berlin. A cousin of mine, who for over 
a year managed to escape the deportation 
scheme of the Gestapo, was finally caught 
in a hotel in Berlin. He tried to escape 
his arrest by jumping out of a window, 
but as the fall was much further than he 
anticipated, he broke his leg. Instead of 
arresting him, the Gestapo sent him to a 
hospital, where he stayed for months. 
Soon after he had recovered, and was 
able to move on sticks, the Gestapo called 
for him at the hospital, and with a special 
Gestapo car he was sent to a collection 
centre in Berlin for deportation to the 
gas chamber in Auschwitz. Two days 
later he was gassed with thousands of 
other Jews the S.S. had picked up in the 
streets of Berlin. Nothing could have 
shown better the thoroughness and bru- 
tality with which the Nazis applied their 
extermination policy. 

Under these circumstances, it is hardly 
believable that German Jews are appear- 
ing daily in the court rooms of de-nazifi- 
cation centres, which are established all 
over Germany, in order to defend one or 
another high ranking member of the 
former Nazi organization. 


Jews and De-Nazification 

“How is it possible that a Jew can 
defend any member of a Nazi organiza- 
tion before the de-nazification board?” 
I asked a friend of mine during my stay 
in Berlin. “To give you a proper answer 
to your question, you have to understand 
the procedure—the denazification process, 
and some personal facts about individual 
Nazis,” answered my friend, and gave 
me the following explanation about the 
de-nazification process. 

There are five different categories in- 
side the procedure of the de-nazification 
system: 

Category 1 will consist entirely of crim- 
inals, i.e. persons who have committed 
specific war crimes or crimes against 
peace, or who are guilty members of 
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organizations declared criminal by the 
International Military Tribunal at Nurem- 
berg. Such persons will suffer death or 
imprisonment, and will have their prop- 
erty and accounts blocked. They may also 
have their entire wealth confiscated, or 
be ordered to pay a fine. 


Category 2 will consist of those Nazis 
who, while not criminals, are most dan- 
gerous to the revival of democracy or the 
maintenance of peace. They will be kept 
in internment up to a maximum period 
of ten years, and will have their property 
and accounts blocked. They may also 
have their entire wealth confiscated, or 
be ordered to pay a fine. 


Category 3 will consist of those Nazis 
who are considered to be sufficiently dan- 
gerous to merit a very close surveillance 
and control of their activities. They will 
remain at large, but will not be allowed 
to vote or take part in any political activ- 
ity, and will be restricted in varying de- 
grees as regards the positions in Govern- 
ment or private employment which they 
may occupy. In addition, their property 
and accounts will be blocked, their move- 
ments will be restricted, and they will 
have to report to the police at regular 
intervals. 


Category 4 will consist of those Nazis 
who appear to be the least dangerous. 
They will not be allowed to stand as 
candidates at elections, and some of them 
may have their property and accounts 
blocked. 
Category 5 will consist of those persons 
who have passed through the de-nazifica- 
tion machinery and have been cleared of 
any active connection with Nazism, and 
also of Nazis who have been down-graded 
from higher categories, or who have been 
exonerated. Such persons will suffer no 
restrictions and will be issued clearance 
certificates to show that they have been 
examined and cleared or exonerated. 
These are the outlines of methods of 
disposal, punishment, and sanctions. As 
my friend further explained, many Nazis 
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to whom one of the above-mentioned 
categories applied, have brought Jewish 
witnesses before the tribunal, who have 
testified that although the Nazi held a 
high ranking position inside an organiza- 
tion of one of the Nazi movements, he 
helped some individual Jew to escape 
from Germany, or gave assistance to a 
wife of a Jew and her children. Under 
these circumstances, the tribunal is will- 
ing to classify the ex-Nazi into a lower 
category. During recent months Jews 
have appeared quite often as witnesses 
before the de-nazification Tribunal. How 
far these individual actions contribute 
towards the abolishment of anti-semitism 
inside Germany is still a question to 
which only current developments can 
give the answer. 


The Jewish problem, discussed by the 
German intellectual class 


Before criticizing the attitude of the 
German intellectual class towards the 
Jewish problem, which is widely expres- 
sed in the various German quarterly and 
monthly journals, I want to mention the 
attitude of the German mass towards the 
tragical end of German Jewry. 

Shortly after I crossed the borders into 
Germany, I had a discussion with a few 
Germans, during which I asked the ques- 
tion, “Don’t you Germans feel a moral 
guilt for all the crimes you have especi- 
ally committed against the Jews?” 

The reply, which I heard several times 
during my German journey, was, “Guilty! 
—we didn’t know what went on inside 
German concentration camps; we never 
heard of the names “Buchenwald” and 
“Auschwitz” until the Allied armies lib- 
erated these camps. The German people 
certainly did not support such crimes, 
but Sir, even if a few Germans had 
known about their existence, what could 
they have done? Do you really think the 
Germans had a chance to revolt against 
the S.S., or the Gestapo? The Germans 
who knew about these concentration 
camps, and who either directly or indi- 
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rectly worked with the S.S. or the Ges- 
tapo, had to sign several protocols, stating 
that they would never speak or write 
anything which would refer to their 
work, or in connection with their employ- 
ment. Knowing the lack of ‘civil courage’ 
of the individual German, the German 
mass learned only about the activities 
inside the concentration camps through 
whispered propaganda, which they partly 
believed.” 

My next question to my German audi- 
ence was, “What was your reaction to the 
disappearance of whole Jewish families, 
whom you had known for years, and who 
may have lived in your street or even in 
your own house?” 

“The Jews whom we had not only 
known for years, but may have even 
liked as individuals, have often received 
special food or clothing parcels, even 
from high ranking members of a Party 
organization.” Only under these circum- 
stances was it possible that of a half a 
million Jews who lived in Germany be- 
fore the war, 56,000 Jews survived Hitler’s 
extermination policy. Although this per- 
centage is a very low one, every visitor 
to Germany will be surprised to meet 
Germans who have helped some individ- 
ual Jew to survive. It is obvious that we 
are facing here a certain propaganda 
move. The German mass does not realize, 
even today, its guilty responsibility for 
all the crimes committed. They are giving 
the outsider the impression that they are 
not only innocent, but that they are being 
victimized by the occupation powers for 
no reason whatsoever. 

The intellectual class inside Germany 
today takes a different part. Although 
they realize the unspeakable crimes their 
country has committed, especially against 
the Jewry, they are now searching for a 
theoretical escape. Therefore, it wasn’t 
surprising to find that nearly all German 
monthly or bi-monthly journals are pub- 
lishing articles dealing with the Jewish 
question either from a historical point of 
view, or from a philosophical outlook. 
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Die Weltbuhne published a contribu- 
tion under the title “Die Sunde wider das 
Blut,” in which the author, Herbert Willi 
Schroder, rightly criticized the anti- 
semitic propaganda of Dr. Artur Dinter, 
who since 1918 has published anti-semitic 
pamphlets, and is now trying to offer his 
services to the occupation authorities, 
with a view to contributing towards the 
democratization of Germany. So, for the 
article in Die Weltbuhne. 


The German bi-monthly magazine Die 
Internationale Revue Umschau prints in 
its third issue a short extract of Friedrich 
Nietzsche “Uber die Juden” and in the 
following issue praise for the Jewry ap- 
peared: “During the Dark Age Century, 
when the Asiatic clouds invaded Europe, 
Jewish freethinkers, professors, and Jew- 
ish intellectuals contributed, under the 
most difficult circumstances, towards the 
defence of Europe against Asia, and 
thanks to the Jewry, the European cul- 
ture and its great tradition was saved...” 


The same journals published a German 
translation of a Jean-Paul Sartre article, 
“Portrat des Antisemiten.” Another Ger- 
man monthly journal Berliner Hefte 
tried to treat the Jewish problem from a 
philosophical outlook. Under the title, 
“Nietzsche Als Sundenbock,” the author, 
C. A. Emge, makes an effort to whitewash 
the German philosophy from his anti- 
semitism. 

These few examples of how the Ger- 
man intellectual class tries to avoid its 
own moral responsibilities, and is now 
searching for a theoretical bridge of pre- 
nazi anti-semitism and the rebirth of a 
new anti-semitism, give us the best proof 
that neither the German mass nor their 
intellectual class have learnt from the 
consequences which have arisen through 
their brutal extermination policy under 
the Nazi dictatorship. My recent visit to 
Germany gave me the definite impression 
that thirteen years of active anti-semitic 
propaganda have left their deep psycho- 
logical marks inside the German nation. 
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Displaced Persons and Jews 

The impression outside the borders of 
Germany that the Displaced Persons 
Camps are exclusively Jewish camps is 
wrong. Most of the D.P. Camps consist of 
refugees from the Baltic States, Poland, 
Ukraine, Finland, and other German 
minorities who returned to Germany 
from abroad shortly before the outbreak 
of the second world war. From 234,000 
D.P’s in the British zone of Germany, 
only 14 to 16,000 are Jews (U.S. estimates 
place the figure at 18,000). 

During recent months a special train- 
ing program for Jewish D.P’s has started. 
The idea of the new scheme is to find 
employment for 15,000 D.P’s and to train 
6,000 others in an expanded program. 
More than 1,000 Jews have already be- 
gun a children’s clothing manufacturing 
project in eight D.P. camps. The various 
Jewish agencies are anxious to send as 
many Jews as possible to Palestine, al- 
though .Sir Sholto Douglas declared in a 
press conference that 5,000 Jews from 
Palestine have made written application 
to the British authorities to grant them a 
return visa to Germany. But the U.S. 
authorities who are working in close 
collaboration with the various Zionist 
committees are supporting a certain psy- 
chological propaganda inside Germany, 
that the only solution towards the Jewish 
problem is their final settlement in Pales- 
tine. Therefore, I wasn’t surprised to hear 
in Berlin that from week to week more 
and more Jews disappear from the vari- 
ous D.P. camps, without any official per- 
mission, and are finally picked up by 
British authorities in the Harbour of Haifa. 

The mysterious disappearances of Jews 
from these D.P. camps have, to some 
extent, alarmed the occupation authori- 
ties. Some rumors even say that the 
Bavarian Commissioner for Political Per- 
secutees, Dr. Philip Auerbach, gives ac- 
tive aid towards the illegal emigration 
transport, which is going through Ger- 
many to Palestine. At the end of January, 
1947, 180,000 Jewish refugees had been 








go 


stationed in the various D.P. camps. Most 
of these Jews came from Poland. From 
the 3.2 million Jews who lived in Poland 
before the war, 80,000 survived Hitler’s 
extermination policy. At the end of 1946, 
200,000 Jews returned from Soviet Russia 
to Poland, but during the massacre of 
Kielice in the summer of 1946, where 
more than 70 Jews were lynched by the 
masses, hundreds and thousands of Jews 
tried to reach Palestine through a transit 
stay in the British zone of Germany. 

The average German hardly knew the 
difference between Jewish D.P. camps 
and other D.P. camps. Most of the Ger- 
mans were under the impression that the 
whole D.P. organization was directed by 
Jews and for Jews. Many foreign ob- 
servers have had the same impression of 
D.P. camps, and have classified the dark 
looking refugees from Hungaria or Bul- 
garia with the Jews who fled from Poland. 
Therefore, a certain exaggeration of Jew- 
ish influence in D.P. administration has 
been widely circulated in German and 
other daily papers all over the world. 

Coming back to the Jewish problem 
inside Germany, I have noted that in 
Berlin, which had a Jewish population of 
80,000 in 1939 and which today has not 
more than 10,000, the Germans have not 
made the slightest move to provide ac- 
commodation out of the housing space 
formerly occupied by Jews. Many Nazis 
are still living in houses which they had 
forcefully occupied from Jews before the 
outbreak of the war. When some Jewish 
official made a strong protest to the au- 
thorities, he received the following reply: 
“We cannot make any exceptions or dis- 
criminations—today we are all equal .. .” 
Only the political refugees who have re- 
turned to Germany receive special con- 
sideration in accommodation and food 
supplies. As many of the returned political 
refugees are of Jewish faith, their con- 
ditions are not so bad. 

In summing up the situation of the 
Jews in Germany today, I come to the 
conclusion that although there is a steady 
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increase of anti-semitism inside post-war 
Germany, it would be an exaggeration to 
speak of the existence of a Jewish prob- 
lem inside the borders of the former Third 
Reich. The anti-semitism which has in- 
creased in Bavaria during the last few 
months is not directed against the Jewish 
religion, but against the political Jews 
who have either returned to Germany or 
are holding key positions inside the U.S. 
occupation authorities. But the transform- 
ation of political anti-semitism into racial 
anti-semitism is all too well-known— 
therefore, the question whether German 
Jews should return to their home country 
can only find a negative reply. Today, the 
Jewish problem inside Germany is one 
of a very small minority, which will be 
solved with the assistance of the occupa- 
tion authorities. It would be a great mis- 
take to suggest that the number of the 
Jewish minority should increase through 
re-emigration of German Jews; on the 
contrary, even the small Jewish minority 
inside Germany should be given every 
opportunity to leave their country and 
start a new and better life outside the 
borders of Germany, as the German 
youth of today is still infected with anti- 
semitic slogans. Another century in Ger- 
man history may have to pass before the 
life for Jews inside Germany becomes 
bearable. 





The history of the United States shows 
conclusively that the proposition of equal- 
ity works. It unites men, making society 
possible. The history of mankind shows 
that inequality, injustice, and war are one 
and inseparable. The present moment in 
world affairs seems favorable to our 
dream of universal democracy. In pre- 
senting our national faith once again for 
consideration by other peoples, we ad- 
dress ourselves to men who say they are 
as eager as we to secure the blessings of 
liberty, tranquillity, and justice for all 
mankind. 

From: Are Men Equal? 
By Henry ALonzo MyYErs 


~ * Whrld of Martin UISuber 


HOSE OF Us whose only acquaint- 
ance with Martin Buber has been 
through his Hasidic writings have 

failed to realize that there is still another 
Buber, a Buber who is a religious thinker, 
a profound philosopher, a prophetic spirit 
and challenging voice whose influence is 
beginning to make itself felt in circles far 
beyond his own people. His passion for 
faith, his mystic love of God, and his 
interpretation of religion, to say nothing 
of his style of writing, which often rises 
to poetic beauty, have established his 
reputation as one of the greatest living 
thinkers. Men of almost all creeds have 
acknowledged him, and some of the most 
advanced spirits in Europe have freely 
admitted that their own thinking had 
been influenced, if not changed, by his 
view of life and the world. 

Philosopher though Professor Buber is, 
he writes with hasidic warmth and fervor. 
Indeed, the influence he imbibed in his 
youth and to which he gave his lifelong 
devotion has never left him. There is a 
glow of inwardness and spiritual passion 
in whatever he writes. His pages are 
never cold and dry. He feels God too 
keenly and personally to write about him 
abstractly. Hermann Cohen, his predeces- 
sor, was his nearest approach to a relig- 
ious philosopher, but while Professor 
Cohen rationalized the Deity and sought 
to find him in Vernunft, Reason, Martin 
Buber experiences God in all the facul- 
ties of his being—body, soul, and spirit. 
Perhaps the best that has been said about 
Buber is that he does not write about 
religion, but that what he writes is relig- 
ion. God is to him not a fair hope or 
remembered dream, an Invisible King 
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remote and transcendent, but a Being 
closer to him than his own body and 
more significant than his breath. 

Martin Buber is one of the most prolific 
philosophical writers of our time. He 
writes with ease and clarity. He is ob- 
scure only to those who are unfamiliar 
with his style and method. Since he 
made his appearance in English, there 
flowed from his exteremely fertile and 
competent pen a number of books which 
in learned circles were hailed as epoch- 
making. As a philosopher he is better 
known to Christian than to Jewish 
readers. He is less well known in this 
country than in England, where several 
publishing houses are devoting them- 
selves to translating and publicising his 
works, regretting the time he was for so 
long permitted to remain unknown. Since 
taking up his residence in Palestine as 
Professor of Social Philosophy at the 
Hebrew University, he has been writing 
in the language of the Bible with the 
same character and distinction which 
mark his other writings. 

As a philosopher of religion, Professor 
Buber made his debut with I and Thou, 
a slender but highly important volume in 
which he ventured his striking definition 
of religion as a constant and intimate 
dialogue between God and man, a dia- 
logue in which God speaks and man 
answers. The book had no sooner made 
its appearance, than it was seized upon 
by Catholic and Protestant thinkers alike 
as the most novel and significant contri- 
bution to the religious thought of the age. 
Other books following the same pattern, 
appeared. Between Man and Man is an 
elaboration of Buber’s faith-relation to 
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God as applied to society and the world, 
besides being a brilliant philosophical 
answer to the psalmist’s question, “What 
is Man?” In Moses, Buber so reconstructs 
the monumental figure of Israel’s law 
giver by an ingenious synthesis of history 
and tradition as to illustrate his “I and 
Thou” theory that the greatness of the 
true prophet consists in the fact that he 
answers when God calls. 

Tales of the Hasidim: The Early Mas- 
ters, is more than a collection of hasidic 
stories and legends by Martin Buber, 
who couched them in fine literary form. 
They reflect the basic tenets of the hasidic 
faith, its range of thought and action, its 
hopes and goals, its religious and world 
outlook, and the things that made Hasid- 
ism such a tremendous influence in Jew- 
ish life. The same purpose, although in 
greatly concentrated form, is served by 
Ten Rungs, a collection of aphorisms 
penetrating into the very core of the 
mystical religious movement of Hasidism 
in which life is conceived as the rungs of 
a spiritual ladder. To make the world of 
Hasidism real and vivid, Martin Buber 
at the age of three score and ten years 
has not disdained the use of fiction. But 
For The Sake of Heaven is not a novel in 
the ordinary sense. It is extraordinary 
for its profound wisdom and spiritual 
insight, for the tense fears, hopes, loves, 
and ambitions of the quaint but highly 
absorbing men and women who play 
their part in the story. 

Mamre, a collection of independent 
but inherently connected essays, is a 
uniquely Jewish book. It is uniquely 
Jewish in its insight and character, in its 
vision and outlook, and in the mystic 
fervor and passion in which the author 
writes of the Jewish faith and doctrine. 
It is in many respects the ripest fruit of 
Buber’s pen, being a kind of resume of 
all he has thought and taught concerning 
Judaism and what made it a vital and 
abiding force in the history of the world. 
It is also a uniquely challenging book, 
challenging because of the novelty of the 
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writer’s point of view. For in Buber’s 
view of the matter, Judaism is neither a 
theology nor a religion of external forms 
and practices, but a faith, an inwardness, 
a God-consciousness, requiring the whole 
man, not alone his thoughts and feelings, 
but his every concretely-lived moment. 
There is therefore no duality in Judaism, 
no such separation between soul and 
body, spirit and matter, holy and profane 
as men of other religions are prone to 
make. “Because,” Buber says, “God be- 
stows upon man not only spirit, but the 
whole of his existence, from its ‘lowest’ 
to its ‘highest’ level, man cannot fulfil the 
obligation of his partnership with God by 
any spiritual attitude, by any worship in 
any superstructure of holiness; the whole 
of life is required, with all its facts 
and circumstances.” 

Because Judaism is to Buber the sacra- 
mentalising of the whole life, there is 
nothing that is inherently wicked or evil 
in the world. Everything, he teaches, all 
drives, all urges and desires, are material 
for sanctification. In his own words, 
“Profane is the name for the not yet 
sanctified.” This may sound hasidic and, 
indeed, it is, for so completely has Martin 
Buber identified himself with the Hasidic 
world-outlook, imbibed its teachings and 
mastered its philosophy, that he cannot 
be understood apart from its influence. 
Hasidism forms the bone and marrow of 
nearly all his work. Even his not dis- 
tinctly Jewish contributions betray the 
evidence of the spirit of Hasidism. I and 
Thou, Buber’s greatest work theme 
which made him world-famous, is mysti- 
fying only to those who are not ac- 
quainted with his Hasidic background 
and the depth and spiritual insight with 
which it filled him. 

Time and again Buber contrasts the 
Jewish and the Christian religious out- 
look; but his words are nowhere so full 
of depth and moral earnestness as when 
he makes the Messiah the subject of his 
discussion. Deep in the Jewish conscious- 
ness, he says, is implanted the faith and 
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hope in a redeemed world. That hope has 
sustained the Jew in the harshest and 
most bitter moments of his history. But, 
contrary to Christianity, Judaism simply 
cannot accept the belief that the Messiah 
has come and the world had been re- 
demed. The Jew, Buber says, feels the 
world’s unredeemed state “against his 
skin; he tastes it on his tongue; the bur- 
den of the unredeemed world rests on 
him. On the background of this well-nigh 
physical knowledge, he cannot concede 
that the redemption has taken place; he 
knows that it has not.” 

In the same essay, Buber pleads elo- 
quently for conciliation. He hoists the 
flag of peace and mutual understanding 
between Jew and Gentile in the face of 
a divided society. The differences that 
separate Jew and Christian, he says, need 
not necessarily set them apart from each 
other. His sentiments are so eloquent and 
his appeal so fine and noble that for fear 
of spoiling their effect, his words must 
be quoted in full. “Until the Messiah 
comes,” says Buber, “our destinies divide 
us. Until then the Jew is to the Christian 
the incomprehensibly obdurate man who 
will not see what has happened, and the 
Christian is to the Jew the reckless man 
who in an unredeemed world affirms that 
its redemption is accomplished. There is 
a gulf which no human power can bridge. 
But it does not prevent the common 
expectation of a unity coming to us from 
God which . . . substitutes for the credal 
truths of the earth the ontological truth, 
which is one. Whenever we, Christian 
and Jew, care more for God himself than 
for our pictures of God, we are united in 
our feeling that our Father’s house is 
constructed otherwise than our human 
models leave us to think.” 

Wherever Buber penetrates, he carries 
a light not known before. He pierces 
through men, ideas, institutions, and 
philosophies more keenly and sharply 
than any other man. Everywhere he goes 
beyond traditional and conventional his- 
tory. This is particularly true of the sec- 
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tion in his book which he calls “Bible 
Leadership,” which is perhaps one of the 
most striking and penetrating analyses of 
the Jewish world-outlook. Read in the 
light of the world’s and our personal 
defeats and frustrations, it is almost ser- 
monically soothing and tender in its tone 
and application. It is a glorification of, 
one might almost say, a hymn to, failure, 
failure not in the sight of God but in the 
eyes of men. 

In passages of extraordinary insight 
and beauty, Martin Buber contrasts the 
Jewish and the world’s philosophy of 
success. The world, he says in substance, 
pays tribute to the successful, the hero, 
the victor, the conqueror, the man who 
triumphs. It is he whom it surrounds 
with its love, adoration, and homage. The 
weak and humble, too, the conquered 
and the defeated are not without their 
soft and tender place in the hearts of 
men. They are pitied and sympathized 
with, and a compassionate sigh or tear is 
not spared them. But history’s loudest 
paeans of praise and laudation ring out 
for the strong and firm, for the men who 
force their way through obstacles and 
dangers to success. On the other hand, 
the Bible is an epic of men who influ- 
enced the course of human history and 
the lives of millions of men not by their 
success but by their failure. It is astound- 
ing—and few men have seen it so clearly 
and magnificently as Buber—that most 
Bible heroes were weak and humble, and 
often defeated, men. They carried out 
their leadership “against history,” as it 
were. The writer finds ample vindication 
of his thesis in the careers of Moses, 
David, and the Prophets. Moses was a 
self-confessed failure at every stage of 
his life; David knew little other “success” 
than flights and rebellions, and as to the 
Prophets, “they live in failure; failure is 
the breath of their nostrils; it is for them 
to fight, not to conquer.” The Bible 
leaders, therefore, are men whose spirit- 
ual physiognomy is different from that 
of most other men. They ruled not by 
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their success but by the hazards of bitter 
fate and misfortune, not by following the 
pattern of history, but by striving to 
overcome it. 

More than one half of Mamre’s less 
than 200 pages is taken up with Buber’s 
reinterpretation of Hasidism. Its general 
line is fairly well known to readers who 
are acquainted with the author’s numer- 
ous Hasidic writings. Nevertheless the 
reinterpretation is extremely valuable, 
for while on the one hand it illustrates 
the dynamic character of Hasidism in 
removing religion from the abstract and 
the contemplative into the realm of 
action, it shows on the other hand how 
the mystical and traditional conception 
of Judaism can exist side by side without 
injury to either. For Hasidism does not 
violate tradition but enlarges it; it does 
not tear any part of the old structure, 
but merely pierces the iron curtain that 
separates heaven and earth. Although 
there was friction between the old and 
the new, there was no real conflict. In its 
purest and noblest form, all that Hasid- 
ism strove for, and which to this day is its 
highest ideal, is to encounter the divine 
in daily life and daily work, a mystical 
union of the spiritual and the “worldly,” 
the holy and the “profane.” 

There are flashes in Buber’s reinterpre- 
tation of Hasidism which make the con- 
cluding chapter in the book one of the 
writer’s most serious contributions to the 
subject. As a spiritual revival in Judaism, 
the author maintains, Hasidism is impor- 
tant not only for what it accomplished 
but also for what it overcame. Hasidism 
overcame Kabbalism with its gloomy, 
dismal, and pessimistic view of life; it 
overcame Sabbatai Zeviism with its per- 
sonalisation of the Messiah; it overcame 
Frankism with its coarse and vulgar 
doctrine of the “holiness of sin,” and, 
finally, it overcame the threatened spirit- 
ual upheaval of Spinozaism which would 
rob God of his approachableness. Living 
in one of the most calamitous periods in 
Jewish history, a period in which the 
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inner structure of the Jewish community 
was seriously menaced, Israel Baal Shem 
Tov (1700-1760), the founder and guid- 
ing genius of Hasidism, saved Judaism 
and saved the Jews by giving them a 
doctrine by which to live and in which 
to believe. 


The world of Martin Buber is an in- 
tensely spiritual world. He drops what 
he considers the non-essential forms of 
Judaism and emphasises its inner content. 
He comes nearer to the prophetic attitude 
to religion than any other living Jewish 
thinker. He is both mystic and poet, 
philosopher and metaphysician. His pri- 
mary need is of God; all else is to him of 
little consequence. Religion, ethics, cul- 
ture, social and political institutions are 
of importance only in so far as they 
further one’s faith-relationship to God. 
As a religious, or rather spiritual, thinker, 
he belongs to the company of those few 
tall spirits of humanity whose numbers 
are getting fewer in this technological or 
atomic age of ours. 


Martin Buber may not have been the 
first to discover the mystic element in 
religion; he has many noble predecessors 
among Jews, Catholics, and Protestants 
alike. But he is certainly a pioneer in 
rediscovering the mystic element in Ju- 
daism. Until this discovery was made by 
him, Christian theologians refused to 
believe that Judaism was anything more 
than a system of cold and dry legalism 
which controlled and regulated man’s 
every step and action. He pointed not 
only to the God-hunger and mystic 
transports of the Jewish holy men of the 
past but made himself the evangelist of 
the faith-intoxicated Hasidists of our 
own time, who worship God with a holy 
ecstasy in a world that knows little of 
their existence. 


Buber loves Judaism and loves the 
Jews with an unquenchable mystic love, 
but only in their spiritual process as 
it manifests itself in their inner history 
and in the words of their noblest repre- 
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sentatives. He was a Zionist and follower 
of Dr. Herzl when Zionism was a kind 
of nebulous mystic dream remote from 
realization, but he left the movement 
when Jewish statehood began to assume 
form and took on the shape of reality. 
He even went beyond Ahad Haam in his 
opposition to political or statehood Zion- 
ism, for whereas the latter did not ex- 
clude the possibility of a Judenstaat in 
the unpredictable future, Buber takes his 
stand against nationalism of every kind 
and in every form because of its material- 
istic design and purpose. 

The destruction of European Jewry, 
his expulsion from Germany and removal 
to Palestine brought about little change 
in his philosophy of the position and 
destiny of the Jew in the world. The 
mystic is an individualist rather than a 
nationalist, although of late nationalism 
has become the last refuge of many a 
pseudo-mystic. In spite of all that has 
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happened, Martin Buber, the world- 
famous figure at the Hebrew University 
in the State of Israel, remains unalter- 
ably faithful to his conception of the 
inherently spiritual character of Judaism 
and the Jewish people. Long before 
Hitler, he spoke and wrote disparagingly 
of state supremacy as degrading and 
destructive of human personality, a 
course of action for which the Third 
Reich never forgave him and which made 
him one of its first victims. 

Although Buber began as a socialist 
and was eloquent in preaching the blessed- 
ness of labor, particularly agriculture, he 
never felt quite at home in the Marxian 
theory of the class struggle. In fact, 
struggle of any kind, economic or politi- 
cal, is abhorrent to the man who finds 
his highest ideal based on a society of 
the lofty prophetic principles of justice 
and righteousness and the mystic bond of 
human brotherhood. 
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$$ HE STATE OF ISRAEL will be open 
to the immigration of Jews from 
all countries of their dispersion; 
will promote the development of the 
country for the benefit of all its inhabi- 
tants; will be based on the precepts of 
liberty, justice, and peace taught by the 
Hebrew Prophets; will uphold the full 
social and political equality of all its citi- 
zens without distinction of race, creed, or 
sex; will guarantee full freedom of con- 
science, worship, education and culture; 
will safeguard the sanctity and the invi- 
olability of the shrines and Holy Places 
of all religions; and will dedicate itself 
to the principles of the Charter of the 
United Nations... 

“In the midst of wanton aggression, we 
have called upon the Arab inhabitants of 
the State of Israel to return to the ways 
of peace and play their part in the de- 
velopment of the State, with full and 
equal citizenship and due representation 
in all its bodies and institutions, provi- 
sional or permanent. 

“We offer peace and amity to all the 
neighboring states and their peoples and 
invite them to cooperate with the inde- 
pendent Jewish nation for the common 
good of all. The State of Israel is ready 
to contribute its full share to the peace- 
ful program and development of the 
Middle East. 

“With trust in Almighty God, we set 
our hand to this Declaration, at this ses- 
sion of the Provisional State Council in 
the city of Tel Aviv, on this Sabbath eve, 
the fifth of Iyar, 5708, the fourteenth day 
of May, 1948.” 

This is, in part, the Declaration of 
Independence of the State of Israel. It is 


96 


By MARK M. KRUG 


distinguished from the Declarations of 
Independence of many other states pri- 
marily by its strong emphasis upon the 
religious element. The authors of the 
Declaration stress the fact that Palestine 
was the birthplace of the Jewish people, 
where its spiritual, religious, and national 
identity was formulated. There the Jews 
wrote and gave the Bible to the world. 
The Founding Fathers of Israel pledge 
that the new state will be based on the 
precepts and ideals of Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Amos, Ezekiel, and other Hebrew Proph- 
ets. They guarantee full freedom of con- 
science and worship for all its citizens 
and put their trust in God Almighty to 
give them the strength and the guidance 
to see their pledges fulfilled. 

Opponents of the partition of Palestine 
and especially Arab representatives in 
the United Nations have often stated in 
the debate on the partition resolution that 
most of the Jews of Palestine came from 
Eastern Europe and are sympathetically 
inclined to the Soviet Union. They have 
warned repeatedly that the new Jewish 
State might become a puppet of Russia. 
This argument became particularly pop- 
ular when the delegates of the Soviet 
Union in the United Nations gave their 
full support to the partition resolution. 

An objective examination of the com- 
position of the subsequently organized 
government of Israel seems to provide a 
full refutation of this argument. 

The Provisional Government of Israel 
is a broad coalition of all major parties 
and is headed by Dr. Chaim Weizmann 
as the Provisional President of the Re- 
public. Dr. Weizmann, a great scientist, 
is known as a moderate and middle-road 
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statesman. He is deeply devoted to Great 
Britain whose adopted son and citizen, he 
was until his election as the president of 
Israel. His pro-British sentiments have 
twice caused his downfall as the presi- 
dent of the World Zionist Organization. 
Dr. Weizmann has stressed in innumer- 
able speeches and addresses that he sees 
a full compatibility between the estab- 
lishment of the Jewish State in Palestine 
and the best interests of Great Britain 
and he has striven diligently throughout 
the years for a strong alliance between 
Zionism and the British. As is well 
known, he has rendered great services 
to the British war effort during the first 
and second World Wars and saw his son 
killed in service with the R. A. F. 

Dr. Weizmann often argued before 
British Inquiry Commissions that Jewish 
colonization of Palestine will not only 
create a democratic Jewish State, but 
will also save the Jewish youth in 
Eastern Europe from embracing Com- 
munism out of despair and hopelessness. 

Speaking in 1939 to the Royal Peel 
Commission, Dr. Weizmann said: “Since 
my early youth, My Lord, I have fought 
destructive tendencies in Jewry, but it is 
almost impossible to avoid destructive 
tendencies amongst the younger genera- 
tion which lives in the state I have de- 
scribed, unless some hope is given to the 
young people that some day, some day 
in the some distant future, one in ten, 
one in five, one in twenty, will find a 
refuge somewhere where he can work, 
where he can live, and where he can 
straighten himself up and look with open 
eyes at the world and at his fellow-men 
and women.” 

About the Jews in the Soviet Union, 
Dr. Weizmann, had this to say: “I shall 
say a word here about Russia. In Russia 
there are about three million Jews, we 
have very little contact with them. Rus- 
sia is a closed country at present. The 
situation has, I think, materially im- 
proved for the reason that a great many 
who could not be integrated into the 
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present structure of Russia are in proc- 
ess of disappearing. They all seem to have 
gone or about to go. The tradition of the 
old Jewish communities of Russia—it 
was a venerable tradition, a tradition of 
culture and learning, a religious tradi- 
tion—all that is destroyed. The younger 
generation are spread and_ scattered 
among the 170,000,000 Russians, and are 
gradually being integrated into the new 
social structure which has been created 
or is about to be created. But in the 
sense in which we understand Judaism, 
it is disappearing in Russia. Zionism is 
not allowed in Russia. It is considered 
a counter-revolutionary movement and 
the handmaid of British imperialism.” 

The dominant political party of the 
Jews of Palestine, the Israeli Labor 
Party, Mapai, is represented in the Cab- 
inet by four Ministers including the 
Prime Minister, David Ben-Gurion. The 
Mapai, the Labor Party, is mildly social- 
ist and follows economically and socially, 
the policies of the right-wing and the 
middle-road social democrats of Great 
Britain, France, and Italy. It is, and has 
been for many years, a member of the 
Second Socialist International, a vigor- 
ously anti-communist body. Its leaders, 
now members of the Provisional Govern- 
ment Cabinet, Ben-Gurion, Shertok, Kap- 
lan, and Remez, enjoyed for many years, 
very close relations with Spaak (present 
Premier) and Vandervelde of Belgium, 
Blum and Jouhaux of France, and Dal- 
ton and Morrison of Great Britain. 

It is significant that all four men were 
born in Russia or in the provinces of 
Poland that were at one time or another 
occupied for long periods by that coun- 
try, and their dislike for Communism is 
strong and uncompromising. With the 
Bolshevist revolution they have wit- 
nessed the most cruel persecution of 
Zionists, hundreds and thousands of 
whom were thrown into jail or exiled to 
Siberia for the slightest expression of 
sympathy for the Zionist ideals. Those 
men who have devoted their lives to the 
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rebirth of the Jewish people and the He- 
brew language in Palestine, saw the in- 
struction of Hebrew outlawed in the So- 
viet Union, and the four and a half mil- 
lion Russian Jews forbidden any contact 
with their brethren the world over. The 
Soviet press and the propaganda machine 
of the recently disbanded Comintern 
heaped scorn and abuse on Zionist lead- 
ers, and especially on the Palestinian 
Jews, branding them as “stooges and the 
lackeys of British imperialism.” 

Ben-Gurion and Shertok and their col- 
leagues will not forget that during the 
Arab riots against the Jews in 1929, Arab 
and even Jewish communists were fight- 
ing actively as members of the Arab 
guerrilla bands and the Communist press 
all over the world incited the Arabs of 
Palestine to destroy the Zionist outpost 
of British imperialism in Palestine. David 
Ben-Gurion in addition to being the 
Prime Minister is also Minister of De- 
fense and Commander-in-chief of the Is- 
raeli army. Moshe Shertok is Foreign 
Minister, Eliezer Kaplan, Finance Min- 
ister, and David Remez, Minister of Com- 
munications. 

The Israeli Labor Party has a progres- 
sive liberal, and, using an American 
term, New-Deal program. It strongly re- 
jects the Communist ideal of the “dic- 
tatorship of the proletariat,” political 
terror and revolution as means for chang- 
ing the capitalistic, social and economic 
systems, and is ready to fight any abridge- 
ment of the rights of an individual. The 
Israeli Labor Party advocates gradual 
economic reforms which would lead 
toward socialist economy, provided that 
political democracy is fully safeguarded. 
Being in control for the last 25 years of 
the all-inclusive and powerful General 
Labor organization in Palestine, the Is- 
raeli General Confederation of Labor, 
the Mapai, was responsible for putting 
through social legislation which com- 
pares favorably with that of Denmark, 
Sweden, and Norway, the most advanced 
countries in this field. Jewish Labor in 
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Israel is assured of free medical care, 
old age pensions, collective bargaining, 
and high wages. 

The most interesting feature of the 
economic policies pursued by the Israeli 
Labor Party is the highly developed co- 
operative movement. Transportation, 
building, fishing, vegetable marketing, 
and many other cooperatives operate with 
great success under the aegis of the 
Histadrut. 

The Israeli Labor Party is a strong 
advocate of peaceful Jewish-Arab rela- 
tions and is largely responsible for the 
successful organization of the only Arab- 
Jewish union in Palestine, which in the 
days of the British Mandate included 
Arab and Jewish employees of the Pales- 
tine railroads and postoffices. 

The all-important Ministries of Inter- 
ior and Police are held by Itzhak Gruen- 
baum and Behar Shitrit, members of the 
middle-road General Zionist Party, and 
Fritz Bernstein and Felix Rosenblueth 
of the same party are Ministers of Trade 
and Industry and Justice respectively. 

Itzhak Gruenbaum, former director of 
the Department of Labor of the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine, is a veteran fighter 
for Jewish rights in Poland. He was for 
many years the most articulate and ef- 
fective Jewish spokesman in the Polish 
Sejm and courageously fought the anti- 
Semitic policies of the pre-war Polish 
government of the late Marshall Pil- 
sudsky. Mr. Shitrit is a member of an 
old, well-to-do, and aristocratic Sephar- 
dic famliy which has lived for generations 
in Palestine. He is a former British judge 
of the Magistrate’s court in Tel Aviv. 

Fritz Bernstein, the new Minister of 
Trade, is the editor of the right of Center 
daily in Tel Aviv, the HaBoker, and Felix 
Rosenblueth, the Minister of Justice, 
represents the Aliyah Hadasha group 
composed of German immigrants, which 
is a separate entity within the General 
Zionist Party. 

The General Zionist Party, of which 
Dr. Weizmann is also a member, is a 
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moderate center group which avoids ex- 
tremes in political, social, and religious 
matters. It strives to have the new state 
of Israel organized along the lines of the 
Western democracies and advocates ties 
of strong friendship, if not alliance, with 
the United States and England, while 
maintaining proper relations with the 
Soviet Union. The desire for a close al- 
liance with the Western democracies is 
particularly strong within the Aliyah 
Hadasha Party, which, in this respect, 
has the full support of Dr. Weizmann. 
While in economic matters the party has 
a left and right wing, it supports on the 
whole, the system of a mildly progressive 
capitalist system. To be sure the Mer- 
chants Association, the Farmers Associa- 
tion, and the Manufacturers Association, 
all components of the General Zionist 
Party, are bitterly opposed to what they 
consider the excessive powers arrogated 
by the Histadrut—the Israeli General 
Confederation of Labor. They oppose the 
Histadrut’s exclusive power for collective 
bargaining and union shop agreements. 
They would, of course, like to see the 
principles of free enterprise and free 
competition strengthened. 

Those who are alarmed by the strength 
of the labor parties in Israel and by the 
tight and powerful control that the His- 
tadrut exercises over the labor market, 
should keep in mind that the right wing 
elements of the General Zionists organ- 
ized in a so-called Citizens Bloc are in 
control of the major municipalities in Is- 
rael. They have the majority on the City 
Councils of Tel Aviv, Ramat Gan, Petach 
Tikvah, Nathanya, and many smaller 
towns and colonies. Mayors of these 
cities are almost exclusively members of 
the General Zionist Party. The General 
Zionists also control to a very large ex- 
tent the public school system in Israel. 
While about 15% of the children attend 
Labor Zionist schools and another 15% 
attend the schools of the strictly ortho- 
dox, about 70% of the Jewish children 
attend the public system of schools which 
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is largely controlled by the General 
Zionists. 

Those who often attempt to discredit 
the Zionist endeavor in Palestine by 
stating that the Jews of Palestine have 
forfeited their religious traditions and 
that the youth of Israel is irreligious, 
were clearly rebuffed by the fact that 
one of the most prominent rabbis and 
talmudic scholars in Palestine, Rabbi 
Judah Leib Fishman, is a member of the 
Cabinet of Israel as Minister of Religious 
Affairs. 

Israel is probably the only country in 
the world which has a Cabinet Minister, 
a clergyman, whose sole responsibility is 
religious matters. The Mizrachi, which 
Rabbi Fishman and Moshe Shapiro, the 
Minister of Immigration, represent in the 
Cabinet, is a party of strictly observant 
orthodox Jews. Its ideology can be sum- 
marized in the famous Hebrew slogan: 
“Am Yisroel, B’Eretz Yisroel, al pi Torat 
Yisroel—the People of Israel, in the Land 
of Israel, on the basis of the Torah of 
Israel.” 

The Mizrachi believes that the Jewish 
state must be rebuilt on the principles 
of Jewish Law and its life permeated 
with observance to Jewish religious tra- 
ditions. It urges strict observance of the 
dietary laws, the Sabbath, and wants 
marriage and divorce based on religious 
instead of civil legislation. As far as the 
school system of the Jewish State is con- 
cerned, the Mizrachi party does not be- 
lieve in the separation of church and 
state. It feels that this principle as it is 
known in the Western democracies, can- 
not and should not be applied to the Jew- 
ish State. It is a unique characteristic of 
Jewish life, argue the religious Zionists, 
that such concepts as Jewish culture, 
Jewish peoplehood, or Jewish national- 
ism are inseparable from Jewish religion. 
The establishment of the Jewish state 
they further argue, is not merely a ful- 
filment of a national aspiration, but the 
fulfilment of a religious idea and resulted 
from the prayers offered by Jews through- 
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out generations all over the world. The 
Mizrachi is convinced that the Jewish 
schools in Palestine should be religious 
schools, and that Jewish children should 
be taught the observance of Jewish ritual. 
But the most poignant argument of the 
religious Zionists, especially as formu- 
lated by their noble and erudite scholar, 
Rabbi Fishman, runs as follows: “The 
Jewish State cannot possibly distinguish 
itself among dozens of other small na- 
tions in the world by the strength of its 
armies, or the greatness of its industries, 
but it can become a leader among the 
nations if it succeeds in building its life 
on the ethieal, religious, and immortal 
principles and concepts of the Torah.” 
The major parties of Israel, like the 
Mapai, the Israeli Labor Party, the Gen- 
eral Zionists, and the leftist parties, while 
on the whole sympathetic to the religious 
desiderata of Mizrachi, are opposed to 
any kind of theocracy in the Jewish 
State, maintaining that the abandonment 
of the principle of separation of church 
and state cannot be reconciled with the 
principles of Western democracy on 
which they are determined to build the 
new state. It is already obvious that the 
government of Israel, following the ap- 
pointment of Rabbi Fishman as Minister 
of Religion, is now attempting to work 
out a compromise which would assure a 
proper place for Jewish religion in the 
public life of the state, but at the same 
time refrain from making Judaism the 
state religion and guarding the principle 
of separation of church and state, as far 
as the public school system is concerned. 
In accordance with this spirit of com- 
promise and conciliation the Cabinet of 
Israel in one of its first acts proclaimed 
the Sabbath and five of the most impor- 
tant Jewish holy days, as legal holidays. 
The Bible will remain as it has been 
heretofore, a major subject of study in 
all the public schools, but it is to be 
studied primarily as a great work of 
literature. 
The appointment of Moshe Shapiro as 
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Minister of Immigration is a tribute to 
the phenomenal growth and the heroic 
spirit displayed by the Hapoel Hamiz- 
rachi, the youth organization of the Zion- 
ist religious party. Its members are pri- 
marily agricultural settlers. These young 
religious Zionists have established in Pal- 
estine many agricultural settlements 
where they combine pioneering coloniza- 
tion with a strictly religious way of life 
—thus proving the fallacy of Arab and 
sometimes British propaganda that Jew- 
ish settlers in Palestine are just a bunch 
of leftist agnostics. 

Even the extremely orthodox Agudah 
Israel is represented in the Cabinet by 
Rabbi I. M. Levine as Minister of Social 
Welfare. The Agudah was anti-Zionist for 
many years and was not a member of 
the World Zionist Organization. In the 
years before the war when the Agudah 
had the allegiance of hundreds of thou- 
sands of Orthodox Polish, Hungarian, 
Rumanian, and other European Jews, it 
held that the Jewish Homeland will be 
rebuilt in Palestine only by God in His 
appointed time. A tremendous shift to 
pro-Zionist ideology came at the end of 
World War II, when thousands of Agudah 
members who survived the Nazi holo- 
caust and remained in DP camps, clam- 
ored for aliyah to Eretz Israel. The par- 
tition decision of the U. N. was fully 
endorsed by the Agudah Israel, which 
declared itself ready to join in the en- 
deavor to build a strong Jewish State. 

The portfolios of labor and agriculture 
are in the hands of Messrs. Mordecai 
Bentov and Aaron Zisling, members of 
the United Labor Party. This Party is 
an amalgamation of three smaller groups 
which have for years been in opposition 
to the Israeli Labor Party within the 
Histadrut, the general Palestine Labor 
Federation. While quite radical and anti- 
capitalist in its social program, the United 
Labor Party is not communist. It stresses 
full Arab-Jewish cooperation, but unlike 
the communists, it advocates unlimited 
Jewish immigrations, fights for freedom 
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of conscience, speech, and religion, and 
gives full support to the democratic in- 
stitutions and procedures of the State of 
Israel. To be sure it advocates cordial 
relations with the Soviet Union, but it 
does not intend to see Israel become a 
satellite of Soviet Russia. The strength 
of this Party and its policies is wholly 
dependent upon the attitude of the West- 
ern democracies toward Israel. Should 
the United States continue its unstable 
policy, should Great Britain continue to 
support and arm the Arabs against Israel, 
the following of the United Labor Party 
will grow in direct proportion. Arthur 
Koestler wrote from Tel Aviv on July 
14, 1948: “In approximately two weeks 
a Soviet diplomatic representative and 
his staff are due to arrive in Tel Aviv. 
These newcomers will find the ground 
admirably prepared for them by West- 
ern democracy. Since the beginnings of 
Zionist colonization, Jewish Palestine has 
been economically and politically under 
the almost total domination of the So- 
cial-Democratic Labor Party and trade 
union. This dominant movement has al- 
ways had an anti-Bolshevist orientation. 
This fact has not prevented advisers from 
systematically misrepresenting the Jew- 
ish Labor movement as a_ Bolshevik 
bunch.” 

The only two parties not represented 
in the Cabinet are the Revisionists, an 
extreme rightist party which supports 
the Irgun Zvai Leumi and the Stern 
Groups, and the Jewish communists. The 
Revisionists represent at best, seven or 
eight per cent of the population of Israel 
and their program for a Jewish state on 
both sides of the Jordan and the sup- 
port that this party has given to the ex- 
tremist resistance groups, has greatly 
diminished its influence within the last 
years. 

After over 30 years of strenuous propa- 
ganda, Jewish communists can claim no 
more than about three to four hundred 
members in all of Israel. One can seri- 
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ously doubt if the Jewish communist 
party would have succeeded in getting 
the allegiance of even those few mis- 
guided souls were it not for the fact that, 
apeing the changed attitude of the Soviet 
Union, it gave its support to the estab- 
lishment of the Jewish state although with 
many reservations. That the leaders of 
Israel have no illusions about the good 
faith and the patriotism of Jewish com- 
munists, can be seen from the fact that 
at the solemn ceremony of the signing 
of the Declaration of Independence of the 
Jewish State, Prime Minister David Ben- 
Gurion, who shook hands with all the 
members of the Council of Government, 
refused to do the same when approached 
by the communist representative, Shmuel 
Mikunes. 

It is significant that on the issue of 
Zionism, Jewish and Arab communist 
parties in Palestine are widely split. 
While the Jewish communist party gave 
lip service to the Jewish state, the Arab 
communists who formed a separate party 
in Palestine, subscribed fully to the na- 
tionalist program of the Mufti of Jerusa- 
lem and the Higher Arab Executive and, 
using the old jargon of the communists, 
continued to denounce Zionists as im- 
perialist stooges. It would probably be 
impossible to find out which of the two 
parties has the blessings of the Kremlin, 
but it is obvious that the Jews of Pales- 
tine refuse to take the communist poppy- 
cock seriously. They are too intensely 
nationalistic and individualistic to fall 
prey to the communist ideology. 

The composition of the Israeli govern- 
ment guarantees a strongly pro-western 
orientation. British recognition of Israel 
and a British decision to desist from giv- 
ing military and financial aid to the Arab 
states in their war on the new state 
would go a long way toward strengthen- 
ing the hands of Weizmann and Ben- 
Gurion, who can be relied upon to make 
Israel the first true democratic outpost 
of Western democracy in the Near East. 








Spool 169 
P 


Eprtor’s NoTE: Shortly after the second World 
War’s end, Dr. David P. Boder, Professor of 
Psychology in the Illinois Institute of Technol- 
ogy, visited the war area, armed with a wire- 
recorder, and proceeded to record on-the-spot 
impressions of displaced persons and other war 
victims so that he might have for study and 
analysis the vivid detailed reactions of these 
persons, recorded in their own words, before 
the return to normal living would cause the 
recollection of their harrowing experiences to 
fade. 

The following is a literal translation from the 
recording made in German by a victim of the 
Nazi terror shortly after he was returned to his 
native city of Wiesbaden, Germany. What con- 
clusions Professor Boder, as a psychologist, may 
draw from the strains and revelations of this 
and the dozens of other recordings he has made 
await the completion of the analysis he is now 
preparing. Meanwhile, the Forum is indebted to 
him for permission to present without comment 
this vivid excerpt from what is listed in his 
voluminous transcriptions merely as Spool 169. 
This is but one of the many episodes of a forth- 
coming book. 


Wiesbaden, Germany, September, 1946: 

We are in the rehabilitated synagogue 
of Wiesbaden. Mr. Matzner is telling his 
story: 

“We want you, Mr. Matzner, please, to 
be as specific as possible. Give us as many 
details as you can.” 

“IT was found suitable for assignment as 
a clerk. The lager* foreman told me af- 
terwards: ‘That is a great chance for you. 
That may be your lucky moment.’ The 
same night I was dressed up. That is, I 
was given clean clothes. Up to then we 
were wearing mere rags. Early in the 
morning at about four o’clock I had to 


* Concentration camp. 


By DAVID P. BODER 


depart, accompanied by the Obershar- 
fuehrer Weigel. We traveled then as far 
as the station Trigau in upper Silesia and 
from there we marched on foot. On the 
way the Obersharfuehrer said to me in 
his Sudeten German dialect: ‘Don’t you 
dare to disgrace me there. Stand at at- 
tention. Don’t ask any questions. And 
keep your mouth shut.’ All at once I 
noticed the name Gross-Rosen, and I be- 
came pale within. I was checked in, and 
here are the subsequent events. 

“IT was put in prisoner’s uniform, the 
blue-white uniform. I was given the num- 
ber 20-201. Meanwhile there arrived from 
other lagers twenty-four Jews, and a few 
days later we were assigned to Lager 
Girsdorf, also in Upper Silesia. In Girs- 
dorf we were taken over by Obersturm- 
fuehrer Lichtemeier, who made a speech, 
telling us that we were to erect the 
camps, to build them, and that any inci- 
dent of misbehavior would be punished 
by immediate death. We were ordered to 
select from among us a lager deputy, 
who was to be responsible for the whole 
lager, and we were sent away to Lager 
Wolfsberg. 

“Wolfsberg was really an empty terrain 
of hills and valleys, a bare terrain, and 
we were to build a lager. We were given 
the material, and in the next day or two 
arrived the first 8000 Greek and Hun- 
garian Jews, identified by their tattoo 
markings as having come for Auschwitz. 
These Jews were immediately checked 
in and assigned to build the lager with 
the material at our disposal. And shortly 
the lager was ready. 


“Tt consisted not of ‘blocks’ but of some 
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type of round eskimo tents. We called 
them the Finnish tents. Within a short 
time we had a population of about 
twenty-one thousand persons, all Jews. 
Rabbis, shochets, scholars, chazidim, ar- 
tisans, judges, barristers, workingmen; 
Poles, Hungarians, Rumanians, Germans, 
French, Greeks, a wholly international 
conglomeration of men. Since we, the 
leaders, had decided to hold together, and 
to help save everyone we could, we 
created a hospital under the direction 
of the Hungarian physicians, Dr. Friek 
and Dr. Deutsch, and we put there all the 
rabbis, all scholars, all chasidim, even 
those who were not sick, simply to pro- 
tect those who had never done physical 
work from the heavy labor of digging the 
tunnel. You see, a tunnel of twenty-five 
to thirty kilometers was being constructed 
and we were the ones to construct it. 
Every day we had deaths. Construction 
accidents, cave-ins, the excavating ma- 
chines killed people daily; the foremen 
were constantly clubbing people. And 
only because we had a good organization 
was it possible to prevent inside the lager 
itself occurrences contrary to our plans. 
“There we remained until January 1945, 
when this frightful lager was aban- 
doned. We knew already why. Our ex- 
ploratory senses and our ears were di- 
rected outward. We knew the Russians 
were on the march. Every night we saw 
how Breslau was bombed. We saw the 
allied fortress bombers flying over our 
lager, whose pilots knew that the people 
there below in the blue-white uniforms 
were their own and who would drop no 
bombs. 

We were transported to Shimberg. 
These were all small villages, stations 
that received us until we came to the 
Lager Bergen-Belsen. En route we had, 
not dozens, but hundreds of deaths. Peo- 
ple who were old and sick and weak and 
unable to stand the march would fall on 
the road. We had to drag them with us 
to bury them at night. Before burial we 
had orders of the SS to break out the 


103 


gold teeth. So we marched on and on. 
Piles and mountains of corpses rose, 
which were simply buried somewhere or 
scarcely covered with sand; and then one 
night we arrived at Bergen-Belsen. 


“Bergen-Belsen, the lager which we did 
not at first recognize in its true meaning! 
This we did only a day later, when we 
saw the treatment given us . . . Undress, 
give up everything, lie down, stand up 

. appels* lasting for hours. By appels 
lasting for hours is to be understood ap- 
pels lasting sixteen to twenty hours, in 
mud, in snow, in ice, in water. Daily we 
found people in the barracks who had 
gone to bed in the evening and were dead 
the morning after. In darkness we were 
unable to see what was going on in these 
filthy and over-crowded blocks. Gentiles 
and Jews, Catholics, Protestants, English 
parachutists, French volunteers, who 
were fighting on the side of the allies, 
Jews, Maquis, all of them were here, and 
everyone knew that it was a question of 
minutes. In Bergen-Belsen I saw for the 
first time, the burning of people on open 
pyres. Apparently the gas or gas piping 
stopped functioning, so they piled the 
people in mountains and poured gasoline 
over them. One got accustomed to such 
a sight as if it were something usual. It 
is terrible to say that. And today I can’t 
conceive how I was able to withstand 
this stench, which would come not 
through the nose but which would stick 
to one’s palate as though it were some- 
thing palpable, this repugnant, pestilen- 
tial stench that filled the air. 


“One day it was announced that a labor 
transport was being formed for some 
other lager. We all wanted to get away 
from Bergen-Belsen at any cost. We re- 
ported accordingly and it was our fortune 
that 3000 persons were chosen. We 
marched to the railroad, and after a full 
day and a full night, we arrived at Mas- 
sentine. 


* Roll-calls. 
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“Massentine is a small place near Frank- 
furt on the Oder, or Stetin. We never 
really knew where we were. At any rate 
we worked now in the industries in Poe- 
litz. This is a factory as big as a city. 
“There they manufactured benzine and 
fuel. A foreman under whom I worked 
told me that this plant produced daily 
some four and a half million liters of fuel 
until one night nearly two thousand Eng- 
lish and American planes arrived, which 
within an hour or so demolished the 
whole plant. It was our task to clean up. 
We had to remove the wreckage and 
mountains of rubble, so that the work 
of the lager could be continued. How- 
ever, we were already under the artillery 
fire of the Russians, who were located 
on the opposite bank of the Oder. The 
region was under constant artillery fire, 
and one day we had twenty-five or six 
dead and injured, among them guards 
who were killed by the shells of the Rus- 
sian artillery. 

“After we had cleared this lager, we 
were taken to Bart. Bart is a small city 
near Vismar and there we were located 
in the Heinkel Aviation Industries. The 
Heinkel Aviation Industries looked very 
beautiful. The lager was very beautiful, 
but what occurred there defies any de- 
scription. I felt for the first time that I 
was beginning to weaken—I could not 
go on any more!—And my friend, Fischel 
Wiener, from Sosnovitz, with whom I had 
been all the time, all these years, kept 
telling me, ‘Matzner, hold out, brace up, 
keep your strength, it cannot last much 
longer, you must! You have to get along, 
you have stood it so long, keep your 
strength! And meanwhile every day my 
best friends were dying. I was at that 
time with a Hungarian land owner, Lud- 
wig Biro, from Schatmar. He was there 
with his brother. His brother perished 
there. And how did the people die! .. . 
One of my best friends, Moishe Rothbart, 
hanged himself. A pious man who said, 
I can’t any more, I can’t any more! At 
work he was gnashing his teeth, he was 
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eager to survive, but he couldn’t, and he 
took his own life. A day later we saw 
him lying, down there in the cellar, a 
corpse. And so we had daily suicides, and 
daily more people were killed. 


“One ‘nice’ morning I felt that I had a 
fever. I had fever nearly all the time. But 
that morning it was especially high, and 
I went to the hospital to have my tem- 
perature taken and the attendant found 
39.6 fever. With the slip on which he had 
written that I had a temperature of 39.6, 
I went to the lager foreman and pleaded 
that he let me remain in the lager since 
I had a high temperature. He gave me 
a kick in the stomach. 


Question: “And was that a Jew?” 


“No, a Christian, a so-called BVer, that 
means a professional criminal. He gave 
me a kick in the stomach and said, ‘You 
Jew-pig, get out of here. For you it is 
high time you croaked.’ Because of the 
kick I fell and remained lying on the 
ground. I felt that I was being trampled 
in the face and on the back. 


“And so I was lying there and when I 
came to—you see I had lost consciousness 
—TI found myself in the cellar. This cellar 
was about chest high under water. This 
cellar was an invention of this profes- 
sional criminal. In the water at the time 
of my arrival about ninety or ninety-five 
people were lying or standing. Those who 
were lying were already dead. And those 
who were standing had arranged the 
bodies of the dead in such a manner that 
they could stand or sit on them. Other- 
wise the living would also have drowned. 
I did the same thing. I found myself a 
place at the wall. I dragged two bodies 
which were under the water, and ar- 
ranged them near the wall and sat on 
them . . . I remained in the water exactly 
two days and two nights. During this 
time my friend who was next to me 
drowned, Ludwig Pasternak from Hun- 
gary, who constantly pleaded with me: 
‘Matzner,’ he would say to me, ‘if I should 
not be saved, tell my cousin who lives in 
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Toulouse that I died, and that my last 
thought was with my father and mother 
and family. Tell my cousin, John Hiliman, 
that I could not stand it any more!’ This 
John Hillman was in the same lager. And 
so died my friend, Ludwig Pasternak. 
I think a relative of his was the famous 
opera singer, Louis Pasteur. 

“And then all at once it began to hap- 
pen. I myself don’t know how really. 
During these days and nights I was al- 
most always unconscious. I just breathed 
instinctively; I just lived instinctively. I 
had not eaten or drunk anything but I 
was still alive. And all at once they were 
calling ‘Out! Out!’ And people from up- 
stairs came down, and all at once I 
found myself in a room and there was 
no water, and I was lying on the floor, 
afterwards on a table, and again my 
friend, Fischel Wiener, stood before me, 
and he was calling to me, ‘Matzner you 
will live, the Russians are at the gate, 
the Russians are coming!’ Then I knew 
I was lying in a real bed, where every- 
thing was white. 

“And then it was night. A man came to 
me. He stroked my head, and all I recog- 
nized was a uniform of the color worn by 
the American soldiers. He stroked my 
head and he spoke to me, but I could not 
understand him. Then he called a nurse. 
She was all in white. She wore a white 
kerchief over her head and spoke Russian 
and the soldier said something to her and 
returned after a time with two bottles. 
He poured the contents of these bottles 
over me and washed me with it. Today 
I know that it was whisky or cognac. 
Then I didn’t know what it was, but it 
refreshed me miraculously. Next to me, 
on the next cot lay a Greek lawyer. His 
name was Nissin. He kept calling ‘Adonai, 
Adonai . . . Matzner, that is good for you, 
that is good, that is good, C’est assez bien, 
c’est assez bien’ He spoke French, ‘C’est 
assez bien pour vous, Matzner, c’est 
assez bien.’ 

“TI came to, and later found myself under 
the treatment of a Russian physician. I 
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have forgotten his name. At any rate, I 
learned that I had suffered a siege of 
violent typhus, intestinal typhus . . . But 
under the care of this Russian physician 
—he treated me marvelously indeed—I 
was healed. 

“From the Russian hospital I was sent 
to the International Lager and from 
there I was sent to a French hospital and 
I convalesced in Bart. But I did not want 
to remain in Bart, which is somewhere 
in Silesia. I pretended to be a Frenchman.” 

Question: “You were freed by the 
Russians?” 

“Yes, I was freed by the Russians, but 
that, that soldier who washed me with 
cognac was an American pilot. I found 
out afterwards they were there with 
giant American flying machines. I did not 
see them myself, but from the description, 
they were giant flying machines. At any 
rate there were Americans present. The 
best proof for that is that many of the 
patients who were able to walk, were 
given by these American soldiers band- 
ages, pieces of underwear, shirts, choco- 
late, grapefruit, and food and drink. And 
our people were repeating the word, OK! 
OK! OK! ... They were all Greeks and 
Hungarians, etc., who did not know Eng- 
lish. The only thing they knew was OK! 
OK! OK! Today I know that these men 
were American soldiers. 

“And so I came to the French hospital, 
and presented myself as a Frenchman to 
be transported to France. This little trick 
was successful. I came with the last 
French transport to Bath Swartau. There 
I was accepted in a lager of the British 
Army, where I met Harry Dumbrad, 
from London—at any rate from England. 
He gave me cigarettes. He was glad to 
encounter a Jew. And from Bath 
Swartau I came to an UNNRA lager in 
Waldorn, which is near Kevlar, at the 
Dutch border, and from there I returned 
to my native Wiesbaden. 

“I was driven to Wiesbaden, first be- 
cause it is the town of my birth, and 
because I believed that from there I could 
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start the search for my family. Also, 
because it was in the American zone. I 
returned to Wiesbaden. I was still very 
sick, very weak, and I paused here be- 
cause of some American friends whose 
acquaintance I then made, especially 
Captain Dane Lee Melman, from Miami, 
who took a special interest in me. Then 
a Lt. Morris Sandel, from New York, and 
many others—not to forget an American 
officer who afterwards became one of my 
best friends, Mr. Harold Wilk, from New 
York—all Jews. And most important of 
all, the crown of my acquaintances, the 
wonderful Chaplain William E. Dalim, 
a man who stood up not only for me 
personally but for the whole Jewish 
community of Wiesbaden. 

“And so as a Wiesbadener I was inspired 
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to rebuild anew the House of the Lord, 
which served as a Holy place for my 
parents and for the oldest Rabbi in Ger- 
many, Rabbi Dr. Leo Kahn (may he rest 
in peace!). I consider it almost the task 
of my life to rebulid the house in which 
my father and my mother (may they rest 
in peace!) have stood, the house in which 
I had Bar-Mizva, the house in which my 
sisters and brothers worshipped for dec- 
ades—to rebuild it again as it was. I 
consider it my life work, the rebuilding 
of this house for the sake of the dead, 
for the sake of those who will not return 
any more, and for those who were able 
to leave the country in time. So the word 
of God may spread all over the world, a 
memorial to all who knew Wiesbaden, 
and who once lived in Wiesbaden.” 





PHOTOPHOBIA 


By HAROLD APPLEBAUM 


The meaning of the signs comes clearer day 


By darkening day. Across the world slow wrath 
And rumbling militation thrust the path 


Of peace behind them, propagandists spray 


Hot motivation on the minds of men. 


The link between the giants thins to thread, 


The molehill mountains loom a day ahead, 


The trigger trembles on the stroke of When. 


You, whom the wars have never touched—as yet, 


When soldiers come to wake you, will they find 


The City open, everyone gone blind 


By choice, renouncing truth on calloused knees? 


Or will you be there, ready, watchful, set, 


Facing the sunburst of reality? 


, Shs 


By FELIKS GROSS & JOSEPH S. ROUCEK 


LTHOUGH the American Slavs and 
At descendants represent one of 
the largest non-Anglo-Saxon groups, 
they are, at the same time, probably the 
least known of the recent immigrants. 
Even today, when the world-shaking 
events are due to the dynamics provided 
by the Slavic world, many an American 
remains puzzled over the difference be- 
tween the Slav, Slavonian, Slovenian, 
Slovak, Croat, Serbian, Serbs, etc. Fortu- 
nately, however, one former appelation 
of the Slavs seems to be passing out of 
circulation—that which denoted the Slavs 
from Austria-Hungary as “Hunkies” and 
“Bohunks” (both words derived from 
“Hun-garian” and the last also from 
“Boh-emian.”) 

The numerical importance of the Amer- 
ican Slavs can be seen from the census 
figures of 1940 (Slavs by mother tongue, 
nativity & parentage): 


Natives of 
foreign or Natives of 
Foreign- mixed native 
Total born parentage parentage 
RUSSIANS 
585,080 356,940 214,160 13,980 
UKRAINIANS 
83,600 35,540 45,280 2,780 
POLES 
2,416,320 801,680 1,428,820 185,820 
CZECHS 
520,440 159,640 279,040 81,760 
SLOVAKS 
484,360 171,580 283,520 29,260 
SERBIANS 
37,640 18,060 18,300 1,280 
CROATIANS 
115,440 52,540 58,980 3,920 
SLOVENES 
178,640 75,560 97,300 5,780 


(Bulgarians not included) 


Although classified as “new” immi- 
grants, nearly all American Slavs can 
produce documentary evidence that they 
were among the first settlers of America. 
For instance, Augustine Herrmann 
reached New Amsterdam in 1633, and 
eventually administered the “New Bo- 
hemia” estate on Maryland’s Eastern 
shore peninsula, given to him by Lord 
Baltimore; the daughter of the “merchant 
prince” Philipse (Frederick Filip, whose 
manor house is now a museum; in 
Yonkers) rejected George Washington’s 
offer of marriage; one of the Paca family 
signed the Declaration of Independence. 
Poles came to New York in the times of 
Peter Stuyvesant and were among the 
settlers led by Captain John Smith at 
Jamestown, Virginia. Claims are advanced 
that among the crew of Columbus were 
some sailors from the Yugoslav Dalmatian 
coast; one of them returned and left the 
palace of Bonda in Dubrovnik. 

All in all, the Slavs kept arriving, in 
small numbers at first, as the frontier of 
this country expanded. A number came 
after unsuccessful uprisings and revolu- 
tions; others, mostly peasants and la- 
borers, looked for better economic oppor- 
tunities. Especially during the nineteenth 
century, these Slavs began to work in 
Pennsylvania’s mines, the meat-packing 
houses of Chicago, and on the farmlands 
of the northern sections of the United 
States. Most of them were simple hard- 
working peasants. Intellectuals were sel- 
dom found among them; those who came 
were usually refugees from political per- 
secution. 

As these Slavs became prosperous they 
formed in many cases compact settle- 
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ments; a number of them are scattered 
throughout Pennsylvania. Wilkes-Barre, 
for instance, counts among its citizens 
Ukrainians and Slovaks; on the way to 
Pittsburgh, we meet with Poles, Slovaks, 
Ukrainians, and Slav nationalities, enjoy- 
ing a relatively high standard of living 
mostly as miners. But these settlements 
thin out beyond Chicago, which city is 
one of the largest Slavic settlements in 
the world. Tens of thousands of American 
Poles labor in Detroit’s automobile fac- 
tories, while Gary’s foundries abound 
with Serbs. The Czechs are prosperous 
farmers in Texas and the Dakotas. 


There is hardly any social stratification 
among these Slavs. The wealthier middle 
class is a very small one and is deeply 
rooted in the working or farming back- 
grounds. The gentry class, known to 
Poland especially, is entirely lacking. 
There are some differences in the eco- 
nomic status but it is hard to find any 
marked cleavages and discrepancies di- 
viding the poor and the rich as in the 
“old country.” 


Of special interest are the recent de- 
velopments in the most recent immigra- 
tion which took a sudden spurt in 1939. 
This wave brought in mostly intellectuals, 
writers, scholars, lawyers, physicians, 
officers, politicians, and statesmen. While 
the “old” generation is already well 
integrated within itself and within its 
American culture level the new immigra- 
tion forms a distinct group. This cluster 
often cooperates with the “old” immi- 
grants, but more often finds happy associ- 
ations with the rest of its kind. Its 
members are vitally interested in the 
ever-troublesome developments of the 
“old” country, while the older immigrants 
have to be really urged to keep up an 
interest in the country of their birth. In 
fact, those who had arrived before World 
War I think of their countries as known 
to them on the day of their departure, and 
can hardly share the heart-aches of the 
recent arrivals. Hence both groups speak 
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of the same fatherland but can hardly 
understand each other, since they actually 
speak of two entirely different worlds. 
Then, socially, there are differences in 
training and occupation accentuating the 
initial differences. 


If the American is commonly known 
as a “joiner,” then the Slav can claim the 
distinction of being a true “joiner.” He 
supports innumerable clubs and organiza- 
tions, ranging from choral societies to 
church organizations, fraternal and insur- 
ance societies, and powerful national 
organizations, some of which are in the 
category of “pressure groups.” For in- 
stance, the oldest and largest Polish group, 
Zwiazek Narodowy Polish (ZNP), with 
its headquarters in the capital of the 
American Slavs, Chicago, was organized 
in 1876 by Agaton Giller, one of the 
leaders of the Polish Insurrection of 1863; 
today its membership is over 300,000 and 
it publishes a daily in Chicago and a 
weekly magazine. The insurance charac- 
ter of many fraternal organizations pro- 
vides a healthy economic basis for various 
activities of these groups; as a rule, all 
of them are also active in cultural activi- 
ties, sometimes in religious life, and often 
in relief and charity work. 


Politically, the Slavs do not form such 
an important element as they could were 
they to vote as a bloc. In fact, America’s 
Slavs vote as other Americans, mostly 
for Democrats, it is true, but also for the 
Republicans on occasion. They are often 
important in local politics, as the career 
of Anton Cermak in Chicago indicates. 
Furthermore, the second and especially 
the third generation tends to be thor- 
oughly assimilated, and it can hardly be 
expected of them to make political de- 
cisions on the basis of the issues confront- 
ing their foreign-born parents. On the 
whole, in the East and in industrial 
centers, a great majority of union mem- 
bers favor the Democratic candidates. 
That the Democratic party was headed, 
during both World Wars, by Presidents 
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who favored the independence of Poland, 
Czechoslovakia, and Yugoslavia, was a 
good enough argument for politically 
minded citizens originating in these 
countries. 

With the arrival of refugees in recent 
years, the political picture changed some- 
what. The American Ukrainians distrust 
Soviet Russia at all times, and in former 
years suspected Poland; they have tried 
to interest the American public in the 
cause of their independence. The Czechs, 
who used to argue with the Slovaks fa- 
voring Slovak autonomy, united with 
them during World War II, both hating 
Hitler—although there was a small, but 
rather vocal Slovak group in Pennsyl- 
vania promoting the idea that Hitler’s 
Slovak Quisling state should be approved 
by the American government. With the 
passing of the Czechoslovak democratic 
state under the Soviet star, the trend 
seems to be now to unite again. America’s 
Bulgarians, too small in numbers to exert 
any influence whatever, tried to white- 
wash Bulgaria for fighting against the 
United States in both wars, and proposed 
that Macedonia should be kept within the 
fold of Bulgaria under some kind of a 
formula. The Yugoslavs are bitter and 
divided—between Tito’s supporters and 
his opponents. 

Obviously, at the moment, the greatest 
single issue is that of communism. Since 
all slav countries are under Stalin’s over- 
lordship, the cleavage in the American 
Slav ideology is based upon Moscow’s 
policies. A vast majority opposes vigor- 
ously and bitterly the Communst Pan- 
Slav ideology, and even more Stalin’s 
direct interference in, and conquest of, 
the Slav states. The strongest opposition 
against the Kremlin’s policies is under 
the vigorous leadership of the American 
Poles. Except for an insignificant minority 
in Detroit (of all places), all American 
Poles of whatever shades of political 
belief have formed the most solid anti- 
Communist bloc of America’s Slavs. They 
are opposed, but ineffectively, by a com- 
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munist-controlled group, with its Glos 
Ludu, published in Detroit, and by the 
International Fraternal Organization. 

America’s Yugoslavs are split. A con- 
siderable group hates Tito, especially 
those from the Catholic ranks. But the 
supporters of Louis Adamic and Zlatko 
Balokovic carry on well organized and 
planned propaganda activities on behalf 
of everything that Tito stands for. This 
group favors Henry Wallace and has 
contributed actively to his campaign. 
Since most, if not all, recent refugees 
from the Slavic countries suffered from 
Soviet aggression against their states, 
they naturally oppose communism and 
stand for the Western European and 
American concept of democracy. 

The most interesting development in 
these tendencies is represented by the 
“Green International”—the International 
Peasant Union. The Peasant International 
was first advocated in the early twenties 
by the late Alexander Stambuliski, Bul- 
garia’s prominent peasant leader; an or- 
ganization of the kind existed in Prague 
between the two World Wars. But the 
idea came into a real prominence in 1947 
when a new Peasant International was 
organized by the refugee peasant leaders 
from behind the Iron Curtain; it embraces 
representatives from Slavic as well as 
non-Slavic countries, under the aggres- 
sive leadership of a young and able Bul- 
garian peasant leader, Dr. George Dim- 
itrov. Mr. Mikolajezyk, Poland’s peasant 
leader, also exercises a good deal of in- 
fluence. Within the inner circle are Dr. 
Vladko Macek, a veteran Croat peasant 
leader, Dr. Milan Gavrilovic, the head of 
Serbia’s peasantry (together with Mr. 
Nagy, former Hungarian Premier, and 
Romanian representatives). Basically, 
this group rejects the efforts of Moscow 
to dominate Eastern Europe and favors 
small land ownership combined with a 
cooperative system in a democratic, lib- 
eral, and independent Central-Eastern 
Europe. 

A more specialized goal is sought by 
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the American Polish Congress (Kongres 
Polonii Amerykanskiej), organized in 
1944 in Buffalo; it represents numerous 
Polish organizations, fraternities, and 
clubs. Its leader, Mr. Rozmarek, came to 
an agreement with Mikolajcezyk that the 
executive committee of the Polish Party 
in Exile, headed by Mikolajcezyk, Bagin- 
ski, and Korbonski, would cooperate with 
the Congress for the reestablishment of 
an independent and democratic Polish 
Republic. The Polish Socialist Union, 
with its own 50 year old weekly and a 
large fraternal organization, has also 
joined the Congress. 


The influence of the Catholic clergy is 
very strong among certain sections of the 
American Polish community. It should be 
noted that the liberal Polish National 
Church (which, broadly, corresponds to 
the Episcopalian), is much _ stronger 
among America’s Poles than it was in 
Poland. It has numerous sympathizers 
among the working class. Well organized 
Polish Socialists exercise also a liberaliz- 
ing influence in the American Polish com- 
munity, and have been lately reinforced 


by the writing and lecturing activities of - 


the recent refugees. 


The activities of the Czechoslovaks are 
hardly comparable in strength to those of 
the Poles. While during World War I, 
Thomas G. Masaryk’s personality was 
able to provide effective leadership to the 
American Czechoslovakia, and Dr. Eduard 
Benes employed his opportunities well 
during World War II, today the American 
Czechs are rather disorganized. Dr. 
Osusky, former Minister in Paris, the 
long-time opponent of President Benes, 
and at present with Colgate University, 
has made his bid for potential leadership; 
the same is true of Dr. Papanek, the 
former delegate of Prague to the United 
Nations, and Dr. Juraj Slavik, former 
Czechoslovakia’s Ambassador to Wash- 
ington. In either case, the Czechoslovak 
leaders, handicapped by strong Catholic 
opposition among the Slovaks, tend to 
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avoid, for the moment, political amalga- 
mations with other exile movements. 


While the Poles have strong centre 
groups, some left of the centre, conserva- 
tive Catholic groups, and rather less 
significant extreme rightists, the Czechs, 
as a bulk, stand in the liberal centre and 
moderately to the left and the Slovaks 
more to the right than the Czechs. The 
Ukrainians, on the other hand, present a 
different picture, characterized by definite 
extremes, one favoring the Communist 
Ukrainian Republic, and the other advo- 
cating nationalistic independence of the 
Ukraine. The Ukrainian Socialists have 
also their groups in Pennsylvania, these 
united under their jurisdiction. So, too, 
the Yugoslavs. Most of the opposition to 
Adamic’s and Balokovic’s United Com- 
mittee of South Slavs is provided by the 
Serbian group, with its weekly, follow- 
ing the traditions of General Draja 
Mikhailovich. It is nationalistic, though 
democratic, and partly anti-royalist, be- 
cause of King Peter’s willingness, as the 
Serb patriots believe, “to sell Mikhailovich 
down the river.” The Slovenian group is 
influenced by Dr. Krek; it is clerical, 
nationalistic, and extremely conservative. 
Unlike the Czechoslovaks, the Yugoslavs 
lack large liberal groups. 


One of the most glorified, as well as 
criticized, ideological slogans among the 
American Slavs has been that of Pan- 
Slavism, regalvinized in the United States 
during the concluding years of World War 
II. It was weakened, however, from the 
very beginning by the fact that the Poles 
were lukewarm, at best, toward it, in 
spite of the fact that an American-Pole 
of socialist tradition, Leo Krzycki, was 
elected President of the American Pan- 
Slav Congress. At any rate, the Soviet 
propaganda line found a powerful weapon 
in Pan-Slavism, with its appeal to the 
Slavs killed and tortured by the Nazis 
during that mortal struggle, and with its 
promise that at the end of the struggle 
would come the liberation of all the Slav 
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nations from the Nazi yoke. But the Pan- 
Slavic movement began to lose its potency 
as soon it became evident that the ide- 
ology was but another weapon in the 
arsenal of Soviet communism, rather than 
an expression of Stalin’s desire to let the 
liberated Slav nations stay “liberated” in 
the Anglo-Saxon sense. 

But our analysis of the cross-currents 
agitating the political aspects of the Amer- 
ican Slav should not blind us to the basic 
fact that, in his heart of hearts, the Amer- 
ican Slav wants to fit into the stream of 
America’s life and ideals. Even if there 
are differences of opinion how this is to 
be achieved and to what extent and 
whether the Americanized citizen should 
support the changing regimes in the 


ee 


country of his birth, the fact remains that 
the confusion is due to clashing ideolog- 
ical patterns which are but the expres- 
sions of the ideological struggle carried 
on in and by America and the world over. 
After all, the political problems agitating 
the American Slav have not been due 
to him; they have been really presented 
to him, as to all American citizens, and 
his interest, by reason of his particular 
background, is but a reflection of the 
“marginal man’s” mentality which has to 
be understood if democracy is to survive 
as a nation composed of many nations, 
but still living because so far we have 
been working for the goals of tolerance 
and understanding of all the minorities 
composing it. 
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By FLORENCE LINDEMANN 


HEN THE NEW STATE OF ISRAEL 
made public its Declaration of 


Independence, this was found to 
include the guarantee that political and 
social equality were to be enjoyed by all 
inhabitants of the country, without dis- 
tinction of race, creed, or sex. This third, 
unusual, inclusion hardly aroused any 
comment at all, for Israel has entered 
nationhood at a time when it has been 
able to take note of the most advanced 
democratic thought of our days. But the 
Moslem women of Palestine and also the 
Jewish women who are living there 
under the regulations of traditional Tal- 
mudic law must see in this guarantee a 
startling, a revolutionary, innovation, and 
the Jewish women are now faced by the 
problem of how to take advantage of 
their full civil liberties and at the same 
time continue to observe the restrictions 
which Jewish law still imposes upon them. 

The subject of the position of the 
Jewish woman in Talmudic law has 
seldom been accorded a candid and 
honest discussion, and this is unfortunate, 
for many general readers who are inter- 
ested in Jewish life and culture and re- 
ligion are bewildered, and often repelled, 
by the unexplained discrepancy between 
the position of the Jewish woman as seen 
in literature and life, and as she appears 
in Jewish law and religious practices. 
Yiddish literature is now becoming, in 
translation, a part of world literature. It 
describes Old-World communities in 
Europe in which the traditional attitude 
towards the Jewish woman is told in 
great detail; and yet when the non-Jewish 
reader seeks some information on this 


subject all he can find are highly colored 
romantic accounts of the high position of 
the Jewish woman in the home, or 
equally enthusiastic accounts of the ex- 
ploits of Biblical heroines. 

The status of the Jewish woman was 
set by Talmudic law. The Talmud, includ- 
ing a law code proper, the Mishna, and 
a commentary upon it together with a 
great mass of literary material, in the 
form of the Gemara, was completed in 
writing by the year 600 A.D. It repre- 
sented Jewish mental activity of all kinds 
for a period of about a thousand years, 
handed down by word of mouth for gen- 
erations before it was finally committed 
to writing. It is not surprising, therefore, 
to find that the legal and social standing 
of the Jewish woman as defined by the 
Talmud does not differ much from that 
of the average oriental woman of that 
time. The position of women throughout 
the Middle Ages in Christian Europe was 
not so high that it influenced the great 
Talmud commentators of that period, 
notably Rashi and Maimonides, to modify 
m any way the original attitude of the 
Talmud towards women. On the con- 
trary: the similarity of the attacks on 
women to be found in the Talmud and 
in the sayings of the Christian Church 
Fathers leads one to wonder whether the 
Talmud got them from the Fathers, or 
the Fathers from the Talmud. 

Before going into any detailed discus- 
sion of the disabilities the Talmud im- 
posed upon women, it is well to remind 
the reader that the general position of 
women everywhere during the whole 
period of the subjection of the female sex, 
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that is until the industrial evolution, was 
about the same in essentials and differed, 
usually, only in details. 

The most important activity in the 
Jewish community was education. “The 
world is saved by the breath of school- 
children.” Study was not just highly 
esteemed, it was a sacred duty that was 
regarded as taking precedence over 
everything else. What education did the 
Jewish girl get? None. According to 
Graetz, (History of the Jews, Vol. 2, 
page 474,) while every community main- 
tained elementary and high schools for 
boys, girls were “systematically kept in 
complete ignorance.” The idea _ that 
woman should not get an education was 
widely prevalent all over the ancient and 
medieval world. The reason usually given 
was that she was so wicked by nature 
that schooling would only enable her to 
think up more ways of indulging her 
incurably voluptuous nature in immoral- 
ity. As late as 1526 Erasmus gave an un- 
expected twist to this idea by arguing 
that girls should be given a sound educa- 
tion in Latin and Greek because, he said, 
manual labor only occupied their hands 
and still left them free to listen to im- 
proper proposals from strange young men. 
Study, he concluded, would occupy their 
minds and so keep them from running 
around. 

The real reason for the prohibition, at 
least among the Jews, was probably that 
education would have made a woman a 
member of the ruling class, the intellec- 
tual aristocracy, with full citizenship 
rights, whereas under Jewish law she 
was a chattel. One influential Talmud 
scholar, R. ben Azai, reported that he 
saw no reason why women should not be 
educated, but the prohibition was fully 
endorsed by his contemporaries and suc- 
cessors right down until the present. 
There were a few exceptions, of course; 
some women managed to become Talmud 
scholars and rabbis. They preached in 
Synagogues and taught classes of boys. 
But these exceptions were too few to en- 
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every society has been able to afford them. 

It was not until some time in the four- 
teenth century that the Bible was trans- 
lated into Yiddish for the use of women 
and illiterate males, and also a collection 
of Bible tales and pious legends was com- 
piled to keep women loyal to Judaism 
and draw them away from the romantic, 
but adulterous, tales of chivalry then cur- 
rent in Europe. But it was not until the 
modern world broke in upon the ghetto 
in Europe, bringing the possibility of a 
secular education, that Jewish girls could 
get any real schooling. The idea that they 
were able to pick up a great deal of 
learning at home, listening to the inces- 
sant discussions of the men, seems to be 
refuted by this observation made by 
Franz Kafka in his Diaries, 1910-1913 
(Schocken Press, New York): 

“A close-knit family life does not seem 
to be so very common among and char- 
acteristic of the Jews, especially those in 
Russia. Family life is also found among 
Christians, after all, and the fact that 
women are excluded from the study of 
the Talmud is really destructive of Jew- 
ish family life; and when the man wants 
to discuss learned Talmudic matters—the 
very core of his life—with guests, the 
women withdraw to the next room even 
if they do not need to do so—so it is even 
more characteristic of the Jews that they 
come together at every possible oppor- 
tunity, whether to pray or to study or to 
discuss divine matters or to eat holiday 
meals. . . .” In short, the real life of the 
male Jew was lived almost entirely apart 
from the women of the family and his 
wife was more a servant than a companion. 

The participation of women in the ac- 
tive religious life of the community was 
strictly limited by the segregation which 
was an inheritance from the harem-prac- 
tises of the past, by her lack of education 
and by the settled policy of the rabbis to 
keep her confined largely to practical 
matters and mostly to the kitchen. While 
the Jewish woman, unlike her Moslem 
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sisters, was allotted a soul of her own, 
this soul often bore about the same rela- 
tionship to the male soul as the moon 
bears to the sun: it expanded or con- 
tracted, it won an exalted, a modest, or 
a lowly place in the world to come as a 
reward for the practical service she ren- 
dered the males of the family, for which 
she was permitted to bask in the reflected 
glory their scholarly attainments shed 
upon her. 

But perhaps the most striking commen- 
tary on the religious status of the Jewish 
woman is that prayer in the liturgy which 
has so scandalized all who have heard it 
for the first time. A group of Jewish 
women once protested to Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton over her criticism of this prayer, 
saying that it really did not mean any- 
thing out of the way; but she replied 
bluntly that if you thank God you are 
not a jackass you cannot twist that into 
any compliment to the jackass. The 
prayer was composed by the great Tal- 
mudist Rabbi Me’ir, who flourished in the 
second century. It was approved by his 
contemporaries, introduced into the lit- 
urgy, and kept there ever since. An em- 
bodiment of that mixture of arrogance 
and brutality to which the word Pharisa- 
ism has clung down the ages, it survives 
largely through the inertia of religious 
tradition and the reluctance of the author- 
ities in old religions to make changes, and 
no particular meaning is attached to it 
by the worshippers; for if the words had 
been “dickory, dickory dock, the mouse 
ran up the clock” they would have been 
retained with equal persistence and re- 
cited with equal zeal. As a matter of fact, 
the cabbalists might have made much out 
of this fact, just as a psychoanalyst might 
make something out of the original. 

Readers of Yiddish novels in transla- 
tion with a setting in eastern Europe in 
the nineteenth and early twentieth cen- 
tury will constantly come across refer- 
ences to the woman who worked to sup- 
port her family so that her husband, or 
perhaps a son, could have leisure for 
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study. This was a well established custom. 
Since study was believed to be the sole 
means of hastening the coming of the 
millenium and since women were ex- 
cluded from study, the convenient ar- 
rangement was made of having her con- 
tribute to the spiritual welfare of the 
world by working and so release a male 
for study. She was told, and believed, 
that this was the highest form of piety 
for her and would make her a saint 
(second class) and give her a share in the 
scholars’ heaven. So she toiled cheerfully 
and was, of course, highly respected 
for this. 

But this labor had an unexpected re- 
sult. It made the women the economic 
head of the family, and the respect and 
influence they enjoyed as mothers and 
wives was reinforced by that which they 
won as the family bread-winner and man- 
ager of all practical affairs. Those women 
who survived the extra burdens of this 
kind of life came through strong, self- 
reliant, indomitable; others died before 
their time. But a life of scholarship tended 
to make the men gentle, bookish, and 
ineffectual and in the various crises of 
family life they often had a way of fading 
out of the picture and letting the woman 
take over. The modern Jew has of course 
undergone a marked change from all this. 

The reader will find in Yiddish litera- 
ture many references to the arranged 
marriages which persisted in eastern- 
European Jewish communities until re- 
cent years. He may not realize that these 
arranged marriages prevailed practically 
everywhere up until the time of the in- 
dustial revolution, when marriage became 
a contract and the partners to it could, 
at least theoretically, choose each other 
for love alone. 

It is in the fields of marriage and di- 
vorce that the remaining disabilities of 
the Jewish woman who is bound by rab- 
binic law still linger, and there are many 
Orthodox Jewish women in the world to 
whom the restrictions still apply. The 
husband can divorce his wife, but she 
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cannot divorce him. Up until the eleventh 
century, in Europe, she could be divorced 
without her consent. For certain defects 
in the husband, a rabbinical court can 
force him to grant his wife a divorce. But 
a man who does not want to give her a 
divorce can desert her, and if he lived in 
a Moslem country where polygamy is 
still legal, he could marry again but she 
could never marry. 


The deserted wife cannot marry again 
until positive proof of her husband’s 
death is obtained. This problem of the 
agunah has been hanging fire now for 
decades and the chaos brought to eastern 
Europe by two world wars has meant the 
disappearance, often the death, of many 
men whose wives spend the rest of their 
lives either wed to a legal fiction or in 
irregular relationships. The remedy in 
modern law is simple but the rabbis insist 
that so far the immutable Jewish law has 
offered no solution of the problem. 


Levirate marriage still lingers on from 
out the remote past. A childless widow 
has to get a release from her brother-in- 
law before she can remarry. If he is a 
young child she has to wait until he is 
thirteen before she can get the release. 
If she has any money the brother-in-law 
can, and sometimes does, blackmail her 
into paying for the Halitzah. And the 
Jewish woman, wherever she may be, 
who still feels bound by the laws for 
wives laid down by Maimonides has to 
obey her husband as literally as any 
follower of St. Paul. If the Jewish woman 
who still suffers from these restrictions 
would take the initiative in doing some- 
thing about them, instead of spending her 
life drugged by an eternal round of ritual 
observances, she could soon be free, as 
free as the guarantee in the Jewish Dec- 
laration of Independence has already 
made her in Palestine. 


Because there was no secular literature 
during the rabbinic period, we have no 
pictures of Jewish social life comparable 
to those of the Bible or of modern Yid- 
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have as little success in getting a well- 
rounded view of women from the Talmud, 
as one could from trying to understand 
Chaucer’s Wife of Bath or a Joan of Arc 
in the light of what St. Paul had to say 
about women. But life has always stub- 
bornly refused to live by the book; it has 
refused to be stuffed into a mold, and 
women in particular have always resisted 
all attempts to make them fit some blue- 
print that men have solemnly drawn up 
for them. The bitter aphorisms about 
women, the loud cries of anguish that 
arise from all literature when this subject 
comes up, bear witness to this saving 
truth. For if women had fully accepted, 
in all its implications, the slavery that 
men, themselves the tools and victims of 
history and the products of their time 
and place, had felt it right and necessary 
to impose upon them, the human race 
would have been done for long ago. 


A quiver full of steel arrows, a cable 
with strong coils, a trumpet of brass 
crashing through the air with two or 
three sharp notes—such is the. Hebrew 
language. The letters of its books are not 
to be many, but they are to be letters of 
fire. A language of this sort is not des- 
tined to say much, but what it does is 
beaten out upon an anvil. It is to pour 
floods of anger and utter cries of rage 
against the abuses of the world, calling 
the four winds of heaven to the assault 
of the citadels of evils. Like the jubilee 
born of the sanctuary it will be put to no 
profane use; but it will sound the notes 
of the holy war against injustice and the 
call of the great assemblies; it will have 
accents of rejoicing, and accents of terror; 
it will become the trumpet of judgement. 


Essay on The Hebrew Language: 
ERNEST RENAN, 1887 
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WHEELS 


By RayMonp KRESENSKY 


All day and all night the wheels go around, 
Boats on the river and ships in the air, wheels, 
Cars on the long silver lines of steel, 

A million cars turned by a million wheels; 

A million autos move along. 


Down, down, down, 

The tiny wheels of a watch tick. 

Tick, tick, tick, wheels down, down; 

The minutes, the hours, the days, the weeks, the months, 
The years ticked off ceaselessly. 


Wheels, wheels move out into space. 

The earth wheels. Mars wheels around, and all the stars. 
The sun stands still and all the stars wheel around it. 
The sun, and its stars and moons, wheels around. 
Wheels, wheels move out into space. 


Down, down, down, atoms wheel around— 
Electrons, wheels, wheels, wheels. 


Man stands beside the maze of whirling wheels. 
Man stands within the maze of whirling wheels. 
Outside, the world moves on its wheels. 

Inside, the heart beats like wheels. 

The brain moves on wheels. 

The body pulses to the tune of turning wheels. 


Wheels mark out his life. 

Wheels mark off his life. 

Wheels cut off his life. He is racked on wheels, 
Twisting his body to shreds and hurling it into space, 
Tangled with wheels, and mangled. 


His fingers turn the tiny wheels. 
His arms tug at larger wheels. 

And his fingers turn like wheels. 
And his arms wave like wheels. 


The cogs catch and the wheels go on. 
The cogs catch and the wheels move on. 
Someday they will slip. 

Someday the cogs will slip. 





' 


vebbels , 4 eu- Complex 


the worst anti-Semites in modern his- 

tory, Adolf Hitler and Joseph Goeb- 
bels, started out as—“Jew-lovers.” In 
Mein Kampf Hitler vainly tried to con- 
vince the reader that he became a Jew- 
hater as an adolescent in Vienna. His 
Kinderstube at Braunau and Linz was 
free of the taint of anti-Semitism; the 
family’s physician, Dr. Eduard Bloch, 
was a Jew. In Vienna, the young would- 
be-artist had a Jewish friend, Isidor Neu- 
mann, who helped him whenever he was 
in difficulties. That he obviously mixed 
a great deal with Jews, while in Vienna, 
can be gathered from his autobiography, 
despite its anti-Semitic overtones: “I was 
at that time still childish enough to want 
to make them (the Jews) see the mad- 
ness of their teaching, and in my little 
circle I talked my tongue sore and my 
throat hoarse.” Apparently it was not 
so much the caftans and the ear-locks of 
the Galician Jews he met in the streets 
of Vienna, but the refusal of assimilated 
Jewish audiences to accept the self-styled 
Messiah that finally made him resent the 
Jews! 

The same seems to be true of the Nazi 
No. 2, the late Dr. Goebbels. Until re- 
cently there existed no English biography 
of that vulgar and cruel, lecherous and 
bitter high priest of Nazism, but now we 
have a comprehensive volume on that 
“Devil’s Advocate,” from the pen of Curt 
Riess, an exiled Berlin newspaperman 
now living in this country, and also a 
large volume, containing substantial ex- 
cerpts from Goebbels’ war-time diaries, 
both books having been issued here by 


| IS INTERESTING to note that two of 
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the same firm.* They are a mine of in- 
formation, especially for psychiatrists, 
who may endeavor to link the late Propa- 
ganda Minister’s cynical hatred of all 
mankind with his special Judaeophobia. 

It is not surprising that Hitler and 
Goebbels found each other and stuck 
to each other to their bitter end: they 
had experienced similar deprivations and 
frustrations, and they were obsessed by 
the same idée fixe, namely the feeling of 
being persecuted by Jews. The crip- 
pled, unattractive proletarian Goebbels 
yearned for love, but was unable to get 
it. The diaries of the young intellectual 
reveal how frequently he was rebuffed 
by women, who must have been repelled 
more by his blatant egotism than by his 
homely looks—and as a Minister of Prop- 
aganda he revenged himself on woman- 
hood by forcing the Reich’s most beauti- 
ful actresses to yield to his limitless 
libido. Men, too, rejected him as a leader 
—years later he would punish them by 
deciding what an entire nation should 
know, should think. 

His early flirtation with Jewry, too, 
was part and parcel of his neurosis. To 
some people Goebbels, destined to extol 
the beauty of the Nordic race, even 
looked “Jewish”: Gregor Strasser, a big- 
shot in the Nazi party, went so far as to 
claim that Goebbels had Jewish blood in 
his veins, citing the clubfoot as “proof” 
of it! Actually Goebbels’ parents were 


* Joseph Goebbels: A Biography, by Curt Riess. 
Doubleday. 384 pp. $4.00. 

The Goebbels Diaries 1942-43. Translation, in- 
troduction and notes by Louis P, Lochner. Dou- 
bleday. 566 pp. $4.00. 
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Catholic Rhinelanders of Walloon stock, 
i.e. of the Celtic race. Curiously, Hitler’s 
biographer, the anti-Nazi Konrad Heiden, 
also claimed that the young “artist,” un- 
kempt and emaciated, in the caftan given 
him by the charitable Neumann, looked 
somewhat like an Ostjude from the low- 
est Jewish proletariat in Vienna! (See 
Der Fiihrer, 1944.) 

The young Goebbels wanted recogni- 
tion—nothing else. All he believed in was 
Joseph Goebbels—nothing else. “My 
young friend, you do not believe in God,” 
a priest sadly rebuked the adolescent 
who would never have finished his 
studies without the scholarship granted 
him by the Albertus Magnus Catholic 
Society. “He looked so fanatical—the 
very image of Savonarola!” a woman re- 
marked who had known Goebbels when 
he was a student of philosophy at Heidel- 
berg University. At a tender age, when 
most men are still romantic dreamers, 
young Goebbels already was a cold- 
blooded self-seeker, obsessed by an 
amour propre that knew no bounds; had 
anyone asked him to formulate his phil- 
osophy, he might have stated it, in two 
brief sentences, as follows: “All distinc- 
tions of moral value are invalid”; and 
“Each individual should seek as an end 
only his own welfare.” 

Studying at Heidelberg, which, around 
1920, was one of Germany’s most liberal 
universities, Goebbels could not avoid 
stumbling into Jews, for many of his 
fellow-students belonged to the Jewish 
faith. As far as the professors were con- 
cerned, the anti-Semites used to say: 
“One half of the professors are Jews, and 
the other half baptized Jews.”’ Goebbels 
had friendly relations with a number of 
young Jews. But the turning-point in his 
life was his relationship with Professor 
Gundolf. 

Jewish-born Friedrich Gundolf, pro- 
fessor of German literature at Heidelberg 
University from 1911 to 1931, was a fol- 
lower of the great German poet, Stefan 
George, and the author of many cele- 
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brated poems himself. An autocrat of the 
spirit, George espoused the Nietzschean 
demand for a higher German culture, 
loathing as he did the “plebeian” trend 
in contemporary literature and art, the 
“Americanization” of life, and the grow- 
ing power of the masses. A reactionary 
sui generis, George went out to fight this 
“vulgarization” of spiritual life by en- 
deavoring to set up a new type of com- 
munity, consisting of idealistic young 
men who were to regain the lost leader- 
ship of the nation, a sort of ideal free- 
masonry, having their own rules and 
rituals. Such a scheme does not seem bad 
at first sight, and certainly it has ele- 
ments in itself which appeal to idealistic 
youth in every walk of life. Hundreds of 
gifted young men, including several Jews, 
made George the Allah of a lofty “Third 
Reich” which had little in common with 
the ugly concepts of Hitler. 

According to Riess, young Goebbels, 
who religiously attended Gundolf’s lec- 
tures on the German Romantics, longed 
to become a member of the George Cir- 
cle, but was rejected by Gundolf (who 
must have sensed the ambitious cripple’s 
basic evilness). Another version of the 
story was given by A. S. Yahuda of New 
York’s New School for Social Research. 
Professor Yahuda was a close friend of 
Gundolf who told him how he was pest- 
ered by young Goebbels with his poems 
“to such an extent that Gundolf could 
not help showing his boredom.” Accord- 
ing to Professor Yahuda, the thick- 
skinned Goebbels continued, neverthe- 
less, to write verse, imitating Gundolf’s 
poetic style— 

Until one day Gundolf had to tell him that 
he did not think very much of his poetical 
quality. Goebbels resented it very much. Gun- 
dolf felt that this marked a change in his atti- 
tude, and that it was then that he began to 
speak against the Jews. But Gundolf had such 
contempt for him that he did not think it digni- 
fied to rebuke him. Here again history repeats 
itself, and we see in Goebbels the Haman who 
swore annihilation to all the Jews because he 


was treated with contempt by one Jew. (Con- 
gress Weekly, February 9, 1945.) 
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This explanation sounds logical, for we 
have no proof whatsoever to the effect 
that young Goebbels was anti-Semitic. At 
Heidelberg he presented a girl friend 
with a copy of—Heinrich Heine’s Buch 
der Lieder, with a personal inscription in 
it. Under the guidance of a Communist 
friend he avidly read Marx and Rathenau. 
According to Riess he submitted numer- 
ous articles to the Berliner Tageblatt, a 
liberal daily, seeing them all rejected by 
Theodor Wolff, a Jew; according to Louis 
Lochner he even applied, unsuccessfully, 
for a reporter’s job on that paper. 

Hitler wanted to become a _ great 
painter, Goebbels a great writer; when 
the experts’ verdict was “No talent!” 
neither would admit his own lack of 
creative genius, but sought a scapegoat 
upon which he might blame his misfor- 
tune. The professor of Vienna’s Academy 
of Fine Arts who made this entry in the 
school’s classification list: “Adolf Hitler 
... Test drawing unsatisfactory” was no 
Jew—but for Hitler this rejection of his 
talent became part of a Jewish conspiracy 
against the Gentiles: “Wherever I went, 
I began to see Jews .. .” Similarly, 
Goebbels refused to realize that literature 
was not his field, that he could have made 
a fortune as a press —or advertising 
agent. In view of the queer way in which 
the defense mechanism works in men- 
tally unbalanced individuals it is safe to 
assume that Goebbels would have blamed 
his misfortune upon the Jews even if his 
early novels had not been rejected by 
“cultur-Bolshevistic” Jewish publishing 
houses. Of his “novel” Michael, published 
by a Nazi firm after its author had be- 
come a party bigshot, the English poet, 
Stephen Spender, has this to say: “It is 
difficult to imagine that anyone can have 
thought Michael to be other than a book 
by a criminal written for criminals” and 
“If a book such as Michael had been 
published as a document written by an 
ordinary murderer after he had commit- 
ted a crime and been hanged, it would 
excite considerable excitement among 
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criminologists and the general public. .. . 
Michael cannot be called literature.” 
(European Witness, 1946). At any rate, 
Goebbels saw Jewish men of his age, like 
Franz Werfel, Kurt Tucholsky, Ernst 
Toller, and Robert Neumann, rise to liter- 
ary fame. Is it surprising that he blamed 
the competition of Jewish writers for his 
failure and disdainfully deserted the field 
of literature to become a rabid anti- 
Semitic preacher? 

Once he had admired that deep thinker, 
Walther Rathenau. But later he associ- 
ated himself with the murderers of that 
Jewish-born Foreign Minister. Signifi- 
cantly, in the mid-twenties, as Gauleiter 
of Berlin, he established his office at 10 
Hedemannstrasse: “To visitors he would 
explain that during the war (World War 
I) his present office had been occupied— 
by Walther Rathenau; yes, the same 
Rathenau whose works he had once ad- 
mired and whose murderers he later 
glorified; one of the outstanding German 
statesmen of that particular era. In a 
way Rathenau’s office was a historical 
shrine and Goebbels savored the ironical 
coincidence that he, of all people, should 
be sitting in it.” 

As Gauleiter of Berlin, and editor of 
that scandal sheet, Angriff (Attack) he 
had, at last, a chance of getting even with 
“the Jews.” Editorially he attacked the 
few Jews who still played a role in the 
Weimar Republic, especially Jacob Gold- 
schmidt, one of Germany’s most promi- 
nent bankers, upon whom Heidelberg 
University conferred an honorary doc- 
tor’s degree for his contributions to the 
development of German business and 
industry, and particularly the Deputy 
Police Commissioner of Berlin, the able 
Dr. Bernhard Weiss. Goebbels is the 
instigator of more pogroms than any 
other leading Nazi, not even excluding 
Hitler: he deserves “credit” for the anti- 
Jewish riots of October 1930, for the Boy- 
cott of April 1, 1933, for the large-scale 
pogroms after the assassination of a 
minor Nazi official by Hershel Grynszpan 
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(November 1938) and, to a large degree, 
for the final extermination of Jews in 
the gas chambers of Auschwitz and 
Maidanek. 

Yet the happiest day in all his life was, 
perhaps, that day in May, 1933, when 
millions of books went up in flames all 
over Germany. In the German capital, 
this act of Buecherverbrennung was su- 
pervised by his Excellency, the Minister 
of Propaganda. There he stood with a 
sardonic smile on his face, watching the 
flames devour the works of those who 
had been more successful than he, not 
only such giants as Marx, Freud, and 
Einstein, but even lesser spirits. Now he, 
who had been turned down by Jewish 
editors and publishers, through the 
Schriftleitergesetz had the power to do 
with journalists whatever he liked, and, 
above all, to dismiss anyone who had a 
Jewish grandmother! 

Goebbels’ anti-Semitism did not abate 
as he grew older and eventually became 
Germany’s most powerful individual next 
to Hitler. Karl Lueger had used anti- 
Semitism as a means of obtaining the 
mayorship of Vienna—once he had been 
elected, he watered down his anti-Semitic 
tenets. Likewise, Bismarck, as chancellor 
of the Reich, discarded much of his 
earlier anti-Semitism. For Goebbels, how- 
ever, it was impossible to rid himself of 
his Judaeophobia since it was part of his 
neurosis. As a young, frustrated homme 
de lettres he had coined, in Michael, this 
delightful sentence: “A Jew for me is an 
object of physical disgust—I vomit when 
I see one.” Nearly two decades later, in 
his Diaries, he writes about Jews in the 
same uninhibited youthful style! 

Before having read these Diaries I had 
shared Hermann Rauschnigg’s view that 
Goebbels’ anti-Semitism was just one of 
the countless poses he indulged in; that 
the cynic did not believe a single one of 
the idiotic lies about the Jews he told his 
listeners for nearly two decades. But now 
I am inclined to think that he had talked 
himself into believing all that nonsense— 
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just as a lunatic stubbornly believes that 
he is the Emperor of China. The same 
Jews who had persecuted him, the poor 
German writer, in the ’twenties, now, in 
the ’forties, had united to crush him and 
his friends. Accordingly, the Nazi Min- 
ister of Propaganda saw Judah’s danger- 
ous hand everywhere, despite the pog- 
roms that had killed off tens of thousands, 
nay, millions of Jews. The French Gov- 
ernment declared war on Germany 
merely on account of the heavy pressure 
by Jews; the Upper Ten Thousands in 
England had “become so infested with 
the Jewish virus by Jewish marriages 
that they can hardly think in English;” 
Jews were the “spearheads of this whole 
Partisan activity” in Eastern Europe, and 
so forth. Naturally, both Roosevelt and 
Wilkie were pawns in the hands of 
“Jewish leadership.” 

Whatever differences there may have 
existed between Hitler and Goebbels in 
other respects, they never disagreed on 
the point that the Jews had to be “pushed 
out of Europe” as fast as possible. Un- 
fortunately, this sort of “settlement” of 
the Jewish problem caused Goebbels a 
great deal of “headache.” He found the 
Italians to be most unwilling to adopt all 
the drastic anti-Jewish measures. Even in 
the heart of Germany some of the remain- 
ing Jews were tipped off prematurely 
by friends so that they could not be 
rounded up by the Gestapo, and demon- 
strations in favor of the inmates of a 
Home for Jewish Aged in Berlin caused 
the postponement of their deportation. 

Those infernal Jews—Goebbels seems 
to have been afraid of them. One day he 
joked flippantly about the Jews at the 
Wailing Wall who had “invoked the Old 
Testament Jewish curse” against the 
Nazis and added bravely: “Until now I 
haven’t noticed any effect on me.” But 
this nihilist was actually worried about 
Jewish resistance in the Warsaw ghetto; 
he feared lest the “Semitic intellectuals” 
might be joined by the foreign workers 
in the Reich in the overthrow of the 
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regime; he dreaded the Jews as leaders 
of both the plutocracies in the West and 
Bolshevism in the East, and, like a child 
seeing ghosts in the dark, he once 
screamed in anguish: “I don’t want to see 
Jews with the Star of David running 
about in the Capital. . .” 

It is significant that, in an hour of 
despair, when the tide of fortune had 
definitely turned in favor of the Allies, 
Goebbels resorted to the Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion as a superstitious medieval 
man might have turned to Black Magic; 
he decided to use them again in his psy- 
chological warfare since they were “as 
modern today as they were when pub- 
lished for the first time.” Contrary to 
Rauschning’s testimony, Hitler, accord- 
ing to Goebbels, believed the Protocols 
to be “absolutely genuine,” and the 
Fuehrer found time to lecture to his pal 
about those infernal Jews who, as “abso- 
lutely intellectual” creatures were the 
“first to learn the art of lying.” 

I do not wish to mislead the reader 
into believing that Riess’ biography or 
Goebbels’ own Diaries deal exclusively 
with Jews—actually, these books reveal 
Satan’s battle against all mankind. Goeb- 
bels despised and hated all nations, and 
he did not even love his own people. In 
the vocabulary of the man who, in his 
youth, had written “The human being is 
canaille” and who continued to despise 
it “from the bottom of my soul,” there 
was no room left for the word “love.” 
But while his Judaeophobia was only 
part of his great hatred, it constituted a 
significant section of it. For more and 
more psychiatrists are now inclined to 
consider anti-Semitism as a clear symp- 
tom of some kind of mental disease, more 
manifest and open to the public’s eye 
than other symptoms. Both Hitler and 
Goebbels were “possessed,” whilst think- 
ing that they were liberating the world 
from that devil, the Jew. Verily after 
having perused these volumes, I am more 
inclined than ever before to agree with 
Joshua Trachtenberg when he asserts: 
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“If it is possible for demagogues to sow 
the seed of disunion and discord, it is 
because the figure of the ‘demoniac’ Jew, 
less than human, indeed, anti-human, the 
creation of the medieval mind, still dom- 
inates the folk imagination.” (The Devil 
and the Jews, 1943.) 

The Reich of Hitler and Goebbels 
thrived on medieval superstitions accord- 
ing to which not only the Jew, but every 
foreigner, nonconformist, member of 
another religious group, etc. was a son 
of the devil, if not the devil himself; and 
those modern “exorcists” could keep 
themselves in power for so many years 
chiefly because Man who, according to 
Nietzsche, is the creature with the long- 
est memory, has retained that horrible 
concept, despite the technical and scien- 
tific progress of the modern era. 

Hitler and Goebbels are now believed 
to be dead. But their legacy is, unfortun- 
ately, far from dead, especially in those 
regions of Europe which for years were 
subjected to a nefarious propaganda of 
lies. It would seem that Joseph Goebbels’ 
fanatical and desperate prayer to the 
forces of darkness has been heard: 
“Should our great bid for power fail, let 
us at least leave behind for those who 
succeed us an inheritance which will de- 
stroy them too.. .” 





If the duration of afflictions and the 
patience with which they are borne en- 
noble, the Jews may vie with the aristoc- 
racy of any land. If a literature which 
owns a few classical tragedies is deemed 
rich, what place should be assigned to a 
tragedy which extends over fifteen cen- 
turies and in which the poets and actors 
were also heroes? 


LEopotp Zunz: Die Synagogale 
Poesie des Mittelalters, 1855 
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HAVE YOU GIVEN ALL YOU CAN AFFORD, AND 
more, to the Combined Jewish Appeal 
and to the Community Fund? Ordinarily 
I would not begin a column in this 
fashion; but the need is so great that each 
of us must do his share in words, in 
solicitation and, above all, in cash. If you 
believe in aiding the displaced persons of 
Europe, the people of Israel, the defence 
organizations at home, the social institu- 
tions of which we are so proud, the Com- 
bined Jewish Appeal is your best medium. 
It is only fair to add that our people are 
responding well. The various clubs, fra- 
ternal orders, industries, professions, the 
ordinary men, women, and children are 
all digging deep into their pockets. 


—O—O—O— 


THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF CHICAGO IS 
now over one hundred years old. To 
mark this event the Sentinel has taken 
off time from its own defence to issue a 
highly readable and altogether remark- 
able Centennial Issue. It contains a chro- 
nology of the century, pictures of people 
and institutions, articles about the writers, 
artists, musicians, lawyers and jurists, 
politicians, clergymen, and community 
leaders of the years by men and women 
who are themselves leaders in our day. 
The issue concludes with a call for unity, 
which, of course, will be unheeded. The 
Governor, the Mayor, the press hailed the 
centennary and the Sentinel’s accounting 
of it. But I must confess that I felt that 
the community was singularly unmoved. 
We are not enough history-minded, which 
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means that we are not so deeply moved 
as we should be by those men of fire and 
force who create traditions. 


—O—O—O— 


THE WHOLE STATE JOINED WITH US IN 
honoring one of our own. A great monu- 
ment to Governor Henry Horner was 
dedicated on the lake front on October 27. 
The governor, the mayor, political figures 
of all faiths, and men who were greater 
than politicians were there. 

Carl Sandburg, the poet, who presided, 
introduced the various participants and 
extolled the man who, next to Altgeld, 
holds the most revered place among all 
of the Governors of Lincoln’s Illinois. 

“He was a man of heart and vision for 
all peoples and all races,” said Sandburg. 
“He was one who never quit learning 
from that vague, peculiar, yet real man- 
in-the-street.” 

Most of the speakers, including Gov- 
ernor Green, recalled that in his many 
years in the Probate Court, Judge Horner 
earned a reputation for “justice, tem- 
pered by mercy.” He was the little man’s 
friend. 

Perhaps this monument to a great Jew 
and an illustrious American will serve to 
make all of us more history-minded, so 
that future generations will truly know 
our community. 


a, 
IN A FEW YEARS DR. HOMER A. JACK TRANS- 


FORMED the Chicago Council Against Ra- 
cial and Religious Discrimination from an 
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idea, which some regarded as impractical, 
to a great force, making itself felt when- 
ever and wherever bigots were creating 
mischief—which was about always and 
everywhere. He was hated by the spread- 
ers of hate and respected by those who 
respected the dignity of all human beings. 
He had an amazing capacity for work; he 
was resourceful, efficient, courageous, and 
untiring. I put these things in the past 
tense, because Dr. Jack has retired as 
Secretary of the Council in order to be- 
come pastor of an Evanston church. The 
loss is incalculable. We may assume, if 
we will, that no one is indispensable; but 
it is difficult to see how Dr. Jack can be 
replaced. His successor will have to re- 
ceive assistance in greater measure from 
all of the Council’s affiliated organiza- 
tions; for the Council must not be per- 
mitted to become less effective in this 
community of human tensions. Dr. Jack’s 
departure will have been beneficial if the 
city learns thereby not to rely unduly 
upon Homer or Henry or Byron, and 
instead contributes work and funds 
equitably. 


—O—O—O— 


ONCE IN A PAST THAT SEEMS AS DISTANT 
and dead, in some respects, as “antique 
Rome,” and as alive as a fire that is con- 
suming our homes, the proprietor of a 
chain of Middle Western drug-stores de- 
cided that his dear niece was having her 
“Americanism” undermined by such dan- 
gerous “Reds” as Frederick L. Schumann, 
Robert Morss Lovett and other distin- 
guished University of Chicago professors. 
Mr. Walgreen roared mightily about this 
great wrong done to his kith and kin; the 
Hearst press roared even more loudly— 
it has never ceased erupting; there were 
investigations, charges, denials, much 
blather and little sense. Then the wily 
dean of political scientists, Dr. Charles E. 
_ Merriam, persuaded the disturbed mer- 
chant to endow at the University the 
Walgreen Foundation for the study of 
American institutions. This foundation 
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now sponsors lectures which have achieved 
deserved fame as cogent discussions of 
the American Way of Life—not in the 
N.A.M. meaning of that hackneyed 
phrase, but as Jefferson, Lincoln, and 
F.D.R. saw it. 

Among the Walgreen Foundation lec- 
turers, none perhaps exceeded Dr. Alex- 
ander Meikeljohn in eloquence, inspira- 
tion, and substance. Dr. Meikeljohn is 
one of the great educators of the world. 
We in the Tribune belt know him most 
intimately because of his work in the 
experimental college at the University of 
Wisconsin. Not a lawyer, he yet chose to 
lecture on the First (Freedom of Speech) 
Amendment of the Constitution. His lec- 
tures and some added observations are 
now published in a little book which may 
well become a classic like the best utter- 
ances of Holmes, Brandeis, and Cardozo. 
Free Speech and Its Relation to Self- 
Government (Harper & Brothers, 107 
pages, $2.00) is more than a book; it is a 
great deed. The Middle West may take 
pride that Dr. Meikeljohn’s masterpiece 
has emanated from it. 

An adequate review would be as long 
as the book itself. I propose in this Com- 
mentary to take merely a first, tentative 
glance. I urge all who value the adven- 
ture of thinking to buy, beg, or borrow 
copies. 

Dr. Meikeljohn believes that, if the 
Constitution is truly followed, “we may 
attack the Constitution in public discus- 
sion as freely as we may defend it. It 
gives us freedom to believe in and to 
advocate socialism or communism, just as 
some of our fellow citizens are advocating 
capitalism. It declares that the suppressive 
activities of the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation, of the un-American Activities 
Committees, of the Department of Justice 
and its Immigration Service, of the Presi- 
dent’s Loyalty Order—all these are false 
in theory and therefore disastrous in 
practice.” 

Dr. Meikeljohn rejects the “clear and 
present danger” doctrine, as an abridge- 
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ment of the freedom of expression, even, 
as qualified later by Holmes that the 
danger guarded against must be “terrific,” 
going to the very existence of the govern- 
ment, before the utterance of ideas should 
be curbed. He says that the First Amend- 
ment is absolute. “It does not balance 
intellectual freedom against public safety. 
On the contrary, its great declaration is 
that intellectual freedom is the necessary 
bulwark of the public safety. That decla- 
ration admits of no exceptions. If, by 
suppression, we attempt to avoid lesser 
evils, we create greater evils. We buy 
temporary and partial advantage at the 
cost of permanent and dreadful disaster. 
That disaster is the breakdown of self- 
government. Free men need the truth as 
they need nothing else. In the last resort, 
it is only the search for and the dissemi- 
nation of truth that can keep our country 
safe.” 


—O-—o—o0— 


ANOTHER BOOK BY A MIDWESTERNER IS IN 
the nature of news and as such earns a 
place here. Carl Sandburg’s first novel, 
Remembrance Rock, is already the sub- 
ject of innumerable reviews. I like to 
think of it as the thinking out loud of a 
man who is sensitive to the nuances of 
American life. He has faith in our inde- 
structibility and freedom, and this gives 
him a fortitude and serenity seldom 
equalled. 

I was present at one of those typically 
American affairs in Sandburg’s honor, an 
autographing party. Sandburg talked, 
read, played on his guitar, and sang. The 
big store buzzed with excitement. The 
elevators and escalators ran up and down. 
Cash registers rang out sharply. People 
pushed and crowded. Nothing disturbed 
the Viking poet and philosopher. He ob- 
viously enjoyed the faces and movement 
about him. Several mothers and fathers 
brought their young children to meet the 
great man. One simple lady announced 
that she had come from Memphis just to 
see him. Nearby hovered a renowned 
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historian, Professor James G. Randall of 
the University of Illinois. He had come 
from Urbana to chat with Sandburg. He 
spoke to me feelingly about the meaning 
of this meeting of the poet with his 
people. Even in a period of hysteria and 
suppression one still detects visible signs 
of the living spirit of our land. 


—O—O—O— 


A JEW, A CATHOLIC, AND A PROTESTANT, 
the latter a Negro, introduced the reso- 
lution whereby the City Council of Chi- 
cago unanimously proclaimed October 17 
as Dr. James M. Yard Day. There was an 
impressive civic reception at the Bal 
Tabarin that day to mark Dr. Yard’s 
retirement as Midwest Director of Amer- 
ican Brotherhood, the National Confer- 
ence of Christians and Jews. Mayor 
Kennelly was there throughout the after- 
noon; Governor Green excused himself 
by wire with fulsome phrases because he 
was assisting in the dedication of the 
Len Small Memorial at Kankakee. There 
were clergymen of all faiths, including 
the inevitable Preston Bradley and Louis 
Mann, labor leaders, jurists, political 
figures including the sad-eyed Quaker- 
warrior Paul Douglas and the perambu- 
lating Alderman Robert Merriam. Every- 
one who was any one was there, and a 
lot of simple folks, too; for “Jim” Yard 
is respected by all people, including those 
who are contemptuous of so-called good- 
will organizations. In responding to the 
many tributes paid to him, Dr. Yard 
declared that it is time that we had a 
Manhattan Project on human relations. 
We must call in the social scientists, 
endow them with unlimited funds, and 
tell them to find ways to eradicate the 
evils of bigotry and prejudice, which Dr. 
Yard declared to be worse than the 
plagues of cancer, polio, and tuberculosis 
combined. Dr. Yard has always preached 
for brotherliness; but he has never de- 
luded himself with the vain hope that one 
can remove tensions by words alone. 


—o-o-o- 


MIDWESTERN COMMENTARY 


THERE IS A GREAT TO-DO ABOUT REMOVING 
the national headquarters of the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations from 
its traditional home in Cincinnati to New 
York. Some of the leaders of Reform 
Jewry feel that one of the reasons for the 
stagnation in their ranks is that their 
activities are tied to a provincial com- 
munity rather than a world metropolis. 
Others feel that cities, dollars, buildings, 
physical paraphernalia don’t count; that 
Reform Jewry has not forged ahead be- 
cause it is a religion of cold convenience; 
that what is needed is a rededication to 
the fervor and simplicity of the ancient 
prophets of our people. The road from 
Isaac Mayer Wise of Cincinnati to 
Stephen Wise of New York is a long one; 
but it is not trail’s end. World Jewry, 
and American Jewry with it, face stirring 
days, a renascence induced by the birth 
of Israel. 
—O—O—O— 
IN DENVER THEY ARE FIGHTING, PRO AND 
con, the establishment of a second B'nai 
B’rith lodge. Some feel that one lodge is 
enough in a community that is not overly 
large. Others welcome the competition as 
a means of enlivening the community. 
For ourselves we are inclined to think 
that even one lodge may be too much 
unless it is concerned with more than its 
fraternal business. What I want is less 
fraternity and more brotherhood; less 
social ceremony and more social action. 
—O—O—O— 

A YOUNG AND VIGOROUS NEW PRESIDENT 
has been named by the trustees of North- 
western University. He will not take 
office for some months. This will give him 
ample opportunity to ponder some of the 
sins of the Evanston institution. We 
recommend to Dr. Miller that he perform 
some real surgery. Let him remove the 
cancer of the quota system, the tumor of 
discrimination and illiberality. He will 
thus take rank with those great pioneers 
of American education who have helped 
to make this a free country. 
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A JEWISH CONGREGATION MADE UP SOLELY 
of refugees from Nazi terror was recently 
announced for Chicago. One can under- 
stand the desire of these wounded people 
to console each other; but one yet wishes 
that the clannishness implicit in such a 
congregation would be discarded. These 
Jews fled from an inhospitable and bar- 
baric regime. They should not run the 
risk of sentimentality in their dreams of 
the past. If I can offer gratuitous advice, 
it is that they look ahead to the oppor- 
tunities in the land of their children, and 
spread into the community at large. I 
recognize that all immigrant groups at 
first have the same Ghetto tendencies as 
these Nazi refugees, but rarely does the 
self-inflicted isolation survive. The Rus- 
sische Schule soon numbers Litwaks, 
Romanians, Poles, and what have you, 
and the German congregation will inev- 
itably include grandsons and_ grand- 
daughters who knew not Hitler. 


—Oo—0—0-— 


I HAVE MADE IT A PRACTICE IN RECENT 
months to single out one community 
organization each quarter for more ex- 
tended treatment. This time I would like 
to discuss the American Jewish Congress. 

Dr. Jacob J. Weinstein and I are the 
two Chicago members of the National 
Advisory Board of the Commission on 
Law and Social Action of the American 
Jewish Congress. I am sure that neither 
of us would have accepted a place on 
that board if we were not in general 
sympathy with the aims of the CLSA and 
of the Congress itself. At the same time, 
speaking for myself, I am not a partisan 
of any group; as a matter of principle, I 
enjoy close relations with all groups—or 
almost all. I am aware of the criticisms 
made by the various groups. I am aware, 
for one thing, of the feeling that some 
have that the Congress is simply an ex- 
pression of the dominant spirit of Stephan 
Wise, the greatest man, perhaps, of 
American Jewry. Some people have said 
to me that when this prince among Jews 
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passes away, the Congress will go with 
him. 

But let’s look at the facts, particularly 
in connection with the Chicago activities 
of the Commission on Law and Social 
Action; for I am convinced that the 
CLSA is the great good heart of the 
Congress program. 

First let’s have some general data 
about the local organization. It is both an 
individual membership group and an 
organization of organizations. It has about 
10,000 individual members in Chicago 
and about 30,000 more in various affili- 
ated organizations. Its 1947 budget was 
more than $140,000; its 1948 budget is 
larger. It had financial difficulties last 
year; this year it seems to be on its feet. 
It has offices and officers, a staff, and 
many volunteers. It is organized accord- 
ing to districts—five of them—and has a 
women’s division and a folks division, 
each with committees and activities. 
Rabbi Morton M. Berman is president of 
the Chicago Division; Byron S. Miller is 
Regional Director of the CLSA. Miller 
works as an arm of the national office, 
by which he is paid, and which services 
not only Chicago but ten states. 

It is clear that its concept differs, at 
least in some measure, from the motiva- 
tion behind certain other Jewish organ- 
izations. Byron S. Miller said to me that 
in his judgment the Congress has done 
more than other organizations because 
it is thus based upon social action; its 
members have been educated to the ne- 
cessity of political activity. He gives as 
an example of this their efforts in 1947 
for a state F.E.P.C.; their support of the 
Chicago Housing Authority, from Fern- 
wood to the Council investigation and 
beyond; their leadership in restrictive 
covenant cases; their steering through 
the City Council of the Anti-Hate Ordi- 
nance. He says that this year their 
main attacks are centered against racial 
defamation (for Chicago is a center of 
the hate industry); the combatting of the 
so-called loyalty tests and witch-hunting 
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in general (for they undermine all efforts 
at progressive action); and the campaign 
for an F.E.P.C. This year a regional ad- 
visory board, like the national one, may 
be organized; its membership will consist 
of community leaders, without regard to 
race or religion. Mr. Miller says that with 
the success of the Congress program of 
social action, its work is naturally emu- 
lated, but with a basic difference. 

“The Congress,” he says, “thinks in 
terms not only of fair employment, but 
of full employment; that you can’t have 
one unless you have the other. It be- 
lieves, to cite another example, not alone 
in a policy of non-discrimination in hous- 
ing, but in the extension of public hous- 
ing. More important, it works for a lib- 
eral city administration, rather than just 
pecking away at lesser matters. Other 
Jewish organizations may regard this as 
too political and they shy away from it.” 

It should not be supposed, even for a 
moment, that the Congress here has run 
away from purely Jewish problems. It 
has played a vital part in the American 
Jewish Conference, the World Jewish 
Congress, the Zionist movement. It 
stresses other issues, too, not in an as- 
similationist spirit, but for the reasons 
mentioned. It does not deal with every 
aspect of Jewish defense work; it leaves 
to other organizations most of the under- 
cover work, the digging for facts about 
fascists. It is eager to work with other 
organizations. Byron Miller, as midwest 
regional director of CLSA, cooperates 
with community groups even where, as 
in Kansas City, the Congress has no 
chapters. 

Like so many other organizations which 
have not hesitated to take positions on 
public issues, the Congress has had in- 
ternal conflicts which have impaired its 
effectiveness. Today, however, much of 
the lost ground has been regained and, 
while perhaps complete harmony does not 
yet prevail, the trend is definitely toward 
greater internal cooperation rather than 
the dissension which previously prevailed. 
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By VERO 








, PRESIDENTAL ELECTION did not con- 
sume all the energies of the stalwart New 
Yorkers anxious to make and keep the 
Empire State the most enlightened and 
most progressive state in the USA. For 
instance, New York liberals have been 
fighting hard to stop the further infiltra- 
tion of Fascist artists into American life. 
They resent the fact that the Mayor’s 
Committee for New York’s Golden An- 
niversary invited the Vichyite Serge 
Lifar to appear with his Paris Opera 
Ballet at the City Center. In Paris stage- 
hands and other union members refuse 
to work if Lifar is in the theatre. Here a 
valiant little group of dancers picketed 
the City Center during Lifar’s perform- 
ances, and not without success: quite a 
few ticket holders thereupon demanded 
their money back. 

Commented Lucy Brown of the New 
York State Council of the Arts, Sciences 
and Professions on the influx of Fascist 
artists: “Every concert that Gieseking is 
permitted to give without protest is a 
blow to peace and democracy. Every time 
Flagstad sings there must be an ever in- 
creasing chorus of protest. And if Paris 
audiences can stop Serge Lifar, so can we.” 


A &2 A 


INlor pip the New Yorkers like General 
Clay’s defense of the commutation of Ilse 
Koch’s death sentence to four years. In 
Brooklyn a 24-hour vigil led by Mrs. Ada 
B. Jackson, ALP candidate for Congress, 
to commemorate the six million Jewish 
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victims of Nazism, ended with the hang- 
ing in effigy of Ilse Koch, the witch of 
Buchenwald. Thousands of people par- 
ticipated in the death watch around a 
simple black-draped coffin and attended 
the mock hanging of Frau Koch. 


In the same borough the American 
Jewish Congress held a protest meeting 
which was addressed by William D. 
Denson, former chief prosecutor at the 
Koch trial, and by Dr. Herman Bolker, 
who was official pathologist for the U. S. 
military team which prepared the war 
crimes evidence. The third Brooklyn 
protest rally was a session of the recently 
formed Citizens’ Board of Inquiry into 
Germany. The speakers charged that the 
Koch case was just one instance among 
dozens of cases showing the government’s 
policy of coddling Nazi war criminals and 
rebuilding Germany’s heavy industry. 
James Stewart Martin, former chief of 
decartelization under General Clay, who 
resigned in August, 1947, after protesting 
the scuttling of the decartelization pro- 
gram, asserted that documents captured 
by his division in Cologne and Luxem- 
bourg showed that throughout Germany’s 
war preparation, secret meetings were 
held between German and American 
steel corporations. Richard Sasuly, who 
was chief of financial intelligence in Ger- 
many, told the audience how Nazi finan- 
ciers have been able to avoid prosecution. 

Why do I mention those gatherings, 


futile though they may seem sub specie 
aeternitatis? Because I wish to give 
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credit to groups and individuals who 
dare to speak freely and boldly in a 
period when quite a few good men and 
women permit themsleves to be silenced 
by the forces of reaction! 


A aA 


= IS A DISEASE that doesn’t stop 
before the gates of New York City. It 
has become nationally known that two 
bigots, the philologist Dr. Knickerbocker, 
and the athletics coach, Davis, both on 
the teaching staff of City College, have 
sinned against the spirit of America by 
indulging in anti-Semitic and Jim Crow 
practices, respectively. Yet after a white- 
wash by the Board of Higher Education 
both bigots retained their positions. The 
students are not satisfied with this ap- 
peasement of Fascism on the home front. 
There have been sit-down strikes, out- 
door demonstrations, and a mass turnout 
of enraged boys and girls at City Hall, 
with demands made upon Mayor O’Dwyer 
for the ouster of those un-American 
teachers. 

There are other unpleasant facts to 
report from the Empire State. For in- 
stance, in New York City, the Board of 
Education affirmed a ban on The Nation 
in public school libraries and class rooms 
because this liberal weekly ran articles 
disputing the position of the Roman 
Catholic church in medicine, science, and 
education; the noted educator, Dr. Ly- 
man Bradley, was fired from his New 
York University job for defying the 
House Un-American Committee; and in 
Buffalo, New York, a high school teacher 
lost her job because she had posted an 
announcement of a lecture by Max 
Lerner, an editorial writer for the news- 
paper New York Star... 


A & & 


[Do NOT JUMP to the conclusion that 
everything is rotten here, though. There 
are signs indicating a turn towards 
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greater liberalism in certain quarters. 
Take the case of Gentleman’s Agreement. 
About a year ago the novel was banned 
from New York high school libraries 
because it contained passages which, the 
Board of Education declared, some per- 
sons might consider unsuited for high- 
school reading. But recently the Board 
reversed its decision, finding, on reconsid- 
ering all aspects of the question, that the 
questioned passages were overshadowed 
by the book’s effective presentation of the 
theme of opposition to anti-Semitism. That 
means the novel may be purchased for 
the students’ shelves throughout the city. 
This is the first time a book, once chal- 
lenged, has been restored! 

The author, Mrs. Hobson, commented: 
“Each victory over censorship is impor- 
tant, especially now when a net of cen- 
sorship has been spreading.” 

However, no decision has yet been 
reached on Focus by Arthur Miller, 
another novel fighting bigotry, banned on 
the ground that it contains passages 
which might offend Roman Catholics—a 
charge hotly denied by the author. 


A AA 


New YORKERS of all faiths agree that the 
establishment of a free, democratic Jew- 
ish state in Palestine is important for 
them, and not only for the DP’s in Europe. 
In the Bronx, members of the Catholic 
War Veterans, the Disabled American 
Veterans, and other Christian or non- 
denominational organizations participated 
in a demonstration sponsored by the local 
Zionists and Jewish War Veterans. Des- 
pite sharp cold winds and a heavy rain- 
storm, 5,000 Jews and Christians marched 
down the Grand Concourse in a “Support 
Israel” Day parade, finally listening to 
Bronx Borough President, James J. Lyons, 
who, in a proclamation, called for rejec- 
tion of the Bernadotte plan to further 
partitioning of Palestine, and asked for 
financial aid to Israel and for lifting of 
the embargo on arms for that country. 
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This is as it should be, always and 
everywhere: one group assisting the other 
group in the fight for human rights, for 
the pursuit of happiness, for a freedom 
that knows no frontiers whatsoever! 


A A & 


New YORK cITy honored itself by paying 
homage to the musical genius found 
among recent arrivals to the States. A 
series of weekly half-hour recitals by 
refugee artists, “Music by New Ameri- 
cans,” was inaugurated by the city’s own 
radio station, WNYC, under sponsorship 
of the United Service for New Americans. 
The artists are survivors of the Nazi ter- 
ror who managed to retain their skills 
through years of imprisonment in concen- 
tration camps and labor batallions. 

Let me introduce two of them, Lew 
Aronson, and Adi Bernard. Mr. Aronson 
studied with Gregor Piatiagorsky at the 
Berlin Conservatory of Music and was 
first cellist in the Libau Philharmonic 
Orchestra until 1940. He spent five dread- 
ful years in concentration camps and 
finally landed in a DP camp in the 
American zone. After his arrival in the 
USA he was given an audition by the 
Dallas (Texas) Symphony Orchestra—and 
straightway engaged as assistant first cel- 
list. As for Miss Bernard, she is a young 
French pianist who made a successful 
debut at Carnegie Hall last year, shortly 
after coming to this country. Daughter of 
Russian-Jewish parents, she was twice 
imprisoned by the Nazis but managed to 
escape both times, later joining the 
French resistance. 

It seems that the USA need not regret 
having opened its gates to these talented 
folk. 


A & BA 


, OF MUSIC, we should like to 
mention a new child prodigy, 13-year-old 
Alan Mandel, who gave a recital at Town 
Hall. The music critic of the New York 
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Times, whose sincere and sober state- 
ments have always been appreciated, is 
quite enthusiastic about this new star, 
who is a gifted pianist as well as a promis- 
ing composer. “Modest and unassuming, 
the boy held the attention with his play- 
ing because of its spontaneity, musicality 
and positiveness of intentions . . . It was 
the most promising aspect of his work, 
that it remained at all times the natural 
expression of a normal boy of thirteen, 
whose talents had unfolded as far as 
could be expected from him at his age.” 
About the composer Mandel: “Like the 
child’s pianism, his original works proved 
so excellent for one of his years that 
much can be hoped for him, too, in this 
realm in the future.” 
A new Mozart? Let’s wait and see. 


& & & 


= AMERICANS in this city are proud 
of their Villa-Lobos who arrived here to 
attend the opening show of his operetta, 
Magdalena. Heitor Villa-Lobos is the out- 
standing modern composer of Brazil, yet 
except for a few piano works to be heard 
occasionally at recitals his music hasn’t 
made inroads in America del Norte. Un- 
fortunately, the libretto is a bit silly. But 
the music is so rich, so unconventional, 
that art lovers will beg him to compose 
more songs like these, as the hits in 
Magdalena have the most compelling in- 
toxicating rhythms any show tunes have 
offered in years. 

Another work of foreign origin that has 
been praised by New York connoisseurs 
is the movie, Tragic Hunt. The first film 
by the young Italian Giuseppe De Santis, 
it is the story of Italian peasants who 
reclaim farm-land swollen with German 
land mines at the cost of some of their 
own lives. It is amazing how many ex- 
cellent movies have come from Italy since 
its liberation, whereas during the two 
decades of Mussolini’s rule not a single 
outstanding film was produced there. It 
is obvious that creative spirituality can- 
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not thrive under Fascism, and that it re- 
turns to the people as soon as the demon 
is driven out. 


B G4 & 


A GREAT DEAL has happened in the art 
world. There are so many excellent shows 
on and around 57th Street that we can 
mention a few only. Through his exhi- 
bition at the George Binet Gallery, 
A. Raymond Katz again reveals himself 
as a superb draftsman, a consummate 
master in the handling of casein tempera, 
and a serious explorer of significant com- 
munication in the idiom of modern oil 
painting. In the last few years he became 
known here chiefly through his contribu- 
tions to Jewish religious art, especially 
through his artistic experiments with the 
Hebrew alphabet. The show at the Binet 
Gallery, however, acquainted the public 
with more than a dozen works of a purely 
secular character, with dreams in color 
reflecting the hopes and fears of modern 
man. 
Whereas the Chicagoan Katz permitted 
himself to be influenced by various 
schools, from the Expressionists to the 
Surrealists, the Viennese Victor Tischler, 
who exhibited his latest works at the 
Joseph Luyber Galleries is, by compari- 
son, a conservative artist whose canvas- 
ses, in spirit and in their voluptuous 
richness, are reminiscent of Renaissance 
art. Incidentally, Tischler’s favorite among 
his works is a portrait he did when he 
was a boy of sixteen. The sitter was no- 
body other than—Theodor Herzl, who died 
a year after the portrait was completed. 
Jankel Adler, a resident of London, 
had a one-man show at New York’s 
Knoedler gallery. Born in Poland in 1895, 
he was an instructor with Paul Klee at 
Duesseldorf’s Academy of Modern Art, 
and was forced to leave Germany after 
the advent of Nazism. He is an expres- 
sionist whose colors are unusually strong, 
recalling stained-glass effects in their rich 
luminosity. 
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Elie Nadelman, who died here a couple 
of years ago, was recently rediscovered 
by the Museum of Modern Art. There 
was a time when Nadelman, together 
with Lachaise and Archipenko, ranked 
among the most promising sculptors of 
the era. In his last years he limited him- 
self to the production of small doll-like 
figurenes, archaic and erotic, which do 
not measure up to the remarkable ac- 
complishments of his youth. 


AAA 


l WISH TO MENTION an exhibition that 
has little to do with art but a great deal 
with the relations between man and man. 
It was called “American Exhibition on 
Superstition, Prejudice, and Fear,” and it 
was held at the American Museum of 
Natural History in New York. Credit for 
it must be given in part, to the American 
Jewish Committee’s Department of Pub- 
lic Information and Education, which 
conceived the idea for the exhibit and 
which cooperated closely with the spon- 
soring organization, the National Com- 
mittee of 13 Against Superstition and 
Fear. There were enlarged drawings from 
The Races of Mankind and from In 
Henry’s Backyard, both the works of the 
late Ruth Benedict and Gene Weltfish, 
and there were posters illustrating the 
dangers of prejudice. There were also 
devices enabling visitors to test them- 
selves and discover the extent of their 
misinformation concerning various races. 
One big poster had this legend: “Judge 
a Person for Himself, not for His Color, 
Race or Creed!” 


4 AA 


_— SCHWARTz’s Yiddish Art Thea- 
tre has started the new season with a play 
by Elias Gilner, entitled The Voice of 
Israel. It deals with an American Jew 
who decides to go to Palestine and take 
an active part in the struggle of the Jews 
against the British policy. Mr. Gilner who 
fought with the Jewish Legion against 
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the Turks and in 1920 helped organize 
the Haganah, had something pertinent to 
say to the USA on the issue of Palestine: 
“The struggle of Israel for liberation is 
not only for that alone, but the struggle 
for the triumph of morality and justice 
in the world. If the forces decide in favor 
of Israel, we shall have a decent world... 
The Jews in Palestine cannot win against 
the world. Their problems must be solved 
on the basis of justice and decency. If 
they are applied towards them, then it 
shows that they can be applied towards 
other people and situations, and there is 
hope for a peaceful world. That is what 
I have tried to show in my play.” 


4 AA 


= STUPID POLICY of segregation in the 
armed forces was violently attacked re- 
cently by the New York County organi- 
zation of the American Legion. Speaking 
in behalf of 40,000 members, the resolu- 
tion called upon the Secretary of Defense 
“to take such action as may be appropri- 
ate and necessary promptly to abolish in 
all branches of the armed forces all forms 
of segregation and discrimination based 
upon race, creed, color, ancestry and na- 
tional origin, and in selection of training, 
assignment, use or employment for or 
within the services.” 

Governor Dewey was urged to issue an 
executive order abolishing segregation 
and discrimination in the New York Na- 
tional Guard. Indeed, it is absurd that a 
state should discriminate against a group 
of men, called upon to shed their blood 
for the sake of that state, if necessary. As 
for the blood, let me quote from The 
Races of Mankind: “All human blood is 
the same, whether it is the blood of an 
Eskimo or a Frenchman, of the ‘purest’ 
German ‘Aryan’ or an African pigmy .. .” 


B&B a A 
a 
Bes EXTENT to which attacks upon 


religion have also been directed against 
democracy has demonstrated that religion 
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and democracy are rooted in exactly the 
same basic concepts and are bound to- 
gether so closely that neither can survive 
long without the other.” 


Thus spoke Herbert H. Lehman, former 
Governor of New York State, at the an- 
nual session of the National Conference 
of Christians and Jews. Meeting at the 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, the Conference 
decided to establish a special Committee 
on United Nations Affairs to integrate 
existing Conference activity on U. N. 
questions and to “help bring a moral 
dynamic to the deliberations of states- 
men.” The Conference also adopted a 
resolution endorsing efforts of the Amer- 
ican delegates in seeking the establish- 
ment of a convention outlawing genocide, 
or the mass destruction of religious and 
racial groups. 

It was learned that the 20th anniver- 
sary dinner of the National Conference 
would be held at the Waldorf-Astoria 
hotel in the last week of November and 
that on this occasion Henry Ford 2nd 
would receive a citation for outstanding 
work in the field of human relations. By 
a strange irony of fate, the recipient of 
this honor is the son of a man who has 
done more than any other American to 
spread anti-Semitism all over the world... 

Speaking of anti-Semitism, the Hon. 
Meier Steinbrink, Justice of the New 
York State Supreme Court, made public 
the findings of a nation-wide survey, con- 
ducted by the Anti-Defamation League 
of which Steinbrink is national chairman. 
The report shows “a marked decrease in 
the use of anti-Semitism,” as compared 
with 1940 and 1944. 


“Also there are fewer known anti- 
Semites seeking political office this year 
than any time since before the war. The 
comparative absence of anti-Semitic ac- 
tivity in the current campaigns is pri- 
marily due to the fact that there is 
economic prosperity and no national or 
international problems which are sharply 
and deeply dividing Americans.” 
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W asuncron NEWSPAPERMEN are puz- 
zled why U. S. Army authorities called 
them in recently for a private showing 
of the film “Death Mills.” The representa- 
tives of the press were treated to an hour 
of stark horror, with the promise of many 
nightmarish weeks to follow. 


“Death Mills” is probably the most 
vivid portrayal of Nazi barbarities com- 
mitted in Buchenwald, Auschwitz, Ber- 
gen-Belsen and the other notorious Nazi 
hells-on-earth. The film was taken by 
American armed forces at the time of 
liberation three and a half years ago— 
and has been suppressed ever since. 
Why it was released for a single showing 
to the press at this time is not clear. The 
only explanation seen by members of the 
press who witnessed the showing is that 
it was a subtle attempt to whitewash the 
notorious Ilse Koch, popularly known as 
the “Beast of Buchenwald” and similar 
flattering connotations, whose sentence to 
life imprisonment was commuted by U. S. 
Army authorities to a term of four years, 
which means she will be freed in the 
summer of 1949. 


Throughout the film there was only 
direct reference to Ilse Koch when the 
official Army narrator exhibited several 
lampshades which he explained were 
made from human skin at Frau Koch’s 
direction. Ordinarily this brief observa- 
tion might have passed unnoticed, but Col. 
George S. Eyester, the Army spokesman 
present at the showing, picked this par- 
ticular scene to point out to the newsmen 
that the film narrator’s remark concern- 


ing the lampshades was based, not on 
fact, but on hearsay. 


When reporters raised the question 
why the film had not been shown to the 
American public all this time, Col. Eye- 
ster explained it was due to a lack of 
public interest. This “explanation” was 
later dismissed by the newsmen who 
could not understand how a lack in pub- 
lic interest was determined by our Army 
officials when the film had not been 
shown to an American audience even on 
a single occasion. In view of the fact that 
the film still bears the legend: “Not to 
be shown to the American public with- 
out special authorization of the War De- 
partment,” there is doubt whether it will 
be exhibited in this country should there 
be a demand for it. 


The attempt to whitewash Ilse Koch 
is a striking example of our perverted 
sense of morality and justice. We are so 
anxious to wash away every mark of 
Nazi barbarity from the German people 
that we are ready to forgive even an Ilse 
Koch and her ilk, whose hands are still 
dripping with the blood of six million 
Jews and untold millions of people of 
other faiths. Ilse Koch will soon be free— 
a symbol of German martyrdom and the 


best example that crime does pay after 
all. 


* * * 


Ir IS OFFICIAL and we can now reveal the 
great secret to the readers of the “Notes”: 
the notoriously anti-Semitic document 
“Protocols of the Elders of Zion” is a 
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forgery concocted in the early part of this 
century by some anti-Semitic Czarist 
agents in pre-Communist Russia. What 
has been known all along ever since this 
vicious document appeared in Russia and 
was later widely distributed in other 
countries in various translations, has now 
been verified by the Library of Congress 
in Washington. 

The anti-Semitic rabble-rouser Rev. 
Gerald L. K. Smith has been selling 
copies of the Protocols at one dollar each, 
which he has been distributing chiefly 
through the mails. When this came to the 
attention of Sen. Harley M. Kilgore, 
Democrat of West Virginia, he asked the 
Library of Congress to prepare a report 
for him on the authenticity of the Proto- 
cols. After a thorough investigation, the 
Library reported to Sen. Kilgore that the 
document is a falsity. Kilgore then in- 
serted the report of the Library of Con- 
gress in the Congressional Record and 
informed the U. S. Postmaster General 
that Smith was using the mails in a 
fraudulent manner. It now remains to be 
seen whether the Post Office Department 
will take the necessary precautions to 
end the distribution of this poisonous 
hate-literature through the U. S. mails. 


* * * 


Tue U. S. CENSUS BUREAU recently re- 
leased the result of a survey it made in 
October 1947 showing that illiteracy is 
continuing its steady decline in this 
country and may eventually be com- 
pletely eliminated. The Bureau’s esti- 
mates on illiteracy show that at the end 
of 1947 there were about 2,800,000 per- 
sons over the age of 14 who could neither 
read nor write, amounting to 2.7 percent 
of the population over 14. By way of 
comparison, the Bureau’s estimates on 
previous occasions were as follows: in 
1930, over four million illiterates, com- 
prising 4.3 percent of the population; in 
1920, nearly five million illiterates, or 6 
percent. Thus, within less than three 
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decades the rate of illiteracy has been 
reduced by about half. 

The only discouraging feature in this 
survey is the fact that illiteracy persists 
in certain minority groups, chiefly non- 
white. Thus, there is a greater degree of 
illiteracy among Negroes, American In- 
dians and Asiatics than among the whites. 
The figures, according to the Census 
Bureau, are: 11 percent for the non- 
whites and 1.8 percent for the whites. 
Despite the improvement over previous 
years, more and better educational op- 
portunities still remain a crying need of 
the day. The fact that illiteracy is still 
prevalent to a large degree among the 
non-white minorities mentioned above 
may be an indication of outright neglect 
and discrimination. 


Interestingly enough, illiteracy among 
the whites, which in former years found 
its greatest numbers among immigrant 
minority groups and in certain backward 
areas of the country, is today at its lowest 
point. The progress here and the slow 
but steady progress among the non-white 
groups are a cause for encouragement, 
but real satisfaction will only be possible 
when illiteracy is eradicated among all 
the people. 


* * * 


Won THE RECONVENING of Congress early 
in January 1949, renewed efforts will be 
undertaken to revise the discriminatory 
Displaced Persons Act passed by the last 
Congress. Prospects for rectification of 
some of the unjust provisions of the act 
seem to be reasonably good, particularly 
the effort to change the cut-off date which 
is definitely intended to keep out of this 
country Jewish DP’s. The law prescribes 
that only those who were in the camps 
before December 22, 1945, be recognized 
as DP’s, which eliminates more than 90 
percent of the Jews in the camps. There 
is wide support for changing the cut-off 
date to April 21, 1947, which will make 
eligible most of the DP’s in the American 
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Zone to apply for immigration to the 
U. S. under the new act. 


At the same time, however, the Senate 
Judiciary Committee will be considering 
proposals to change the quota system in 
effect since 1924. Anti-immigration forces 
are hopeful of eliminating the quota sys- 
tem entirely and substituting selective 
immigration, or else reduce the quotas 
drastically. A noteworthy step to counter- 
act these efforts to curtail immigration 
has already been taken. Representatives 
of several prominent Jewish organiza- 
tions met in the fall with a Senate sub- 
committee dealing with immigration in 
order to stress the need for more humane 
and rational immigration laws. 


Among the national Jewish organiza- 
tions represented at the hearings of this 
sub-committee were the American Jew- 
ish Committee, the Jewish Labor Com- 
mittee, the Hebrew Immigrant Aid So- 
ciety (HIAS), United Service for New 
Americans, and the Synagogue Council 
of America. The spokesmen of these or- 
ganizations pleaded with the subcommit- 
tee to reject the discredited isolationist, 
racist and bureaucratic approach to 
American immigration laws as advocated 
by the foes of immigration and the ele- 
ments preaching intolerance of minority 
groups in this country. 


One of the major recommendations 
advocated by the Jewish organizations to 
the subcommittee was to eliminate the 
concept of racial discrimination from the 
immigration laws and to extend quotas 
to national groups to whom admission 
has been denied until now. In their state- 
ment to the subcommittee, the Jewish 
organizations said: 


“The concept of racial inferiority is im- 
plicit in our exclusion and quota laws... 
That a nation founded on the principle 
that ‘all men are created equal’ should 
accept beliefs unpleasantly akin to the 
theories of the hated Nazi philosophy is 
extremely disturbing to thinking people.” 

It is believed that the immigration 
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problems will come up before Congress 
either in February or March. 


Aw WE MAKING PROGRESS in the struggle 
to assure the enjoyment of constitutional 
rights to every citizen of this country, or 
have we reached a deadlock in that 
struggle, or perhaps even moved back- 
ward to some extent? 

The American Civil Liberties organiza- 
tion, in its annual report entitled “Our 
Uncertain Liberties,” reviews the situa- 
tion during the past year and reaches the 
conclusion that the civil rights issue is in 
a state of “confusion and uncertainty 
which is unmatched in years.” Neverthe- 
less, its balance sheet for the year con- 
tains both positive and negative points. 
The list of the Civil Liberties Union on 
court rulings, legislative actions, and 
other public policy decisions contains 48 
favorable items as against 34 unfavorable 
items, the majority of the favorable de- 
cisions indicating an extension of the civil 
rights of racial minorities. 


The report covers such activities as the 
Government’s loyalty program, the fight 
against censorship, freedom of speech and 
press, academic freedom in our educa- 
tional system, the rights of labor, equality 
for racial minorities, etc. Admitting the 
hostile atmosphere created by the fears 
of communism, which is easy to under- 
stand because of the tense and embittered 
state of our relations with Soviet Russia, 
the report nevertheless shows that civil 
rights for racial minorities received fa- 
vorable encouragement during the past 
year. 

These tangible demonstrations of pro- 
gress, the report says, “do not reflect the 
adverse atmosphere of so critical a period, 
nor the restraints and repression growing 
out of fears of war and of communism.” 
The suppression of free and open discus- 
sion of our problems is not a very 
encouraging sign at any time. If we suc- 
cumb to hysterical propagandists advo- 


WASHINGTON NOTES 


cating such steps, we would be endanger- 
ing our own freedom of thought and 
speech in the years ahead. This is the 
formidable challenge of our day, accord- 
ing to the report, and its looming threats 
for the future outweigh in importance the 
concrete accomplishments of the moment. 


“Speculation as to the future course of 
American liberties in so uncertain an era 
is obviously risky,” the report declares. 
“In such a complex, the role of advocates 
of the principles of our Bill of Rights 
without compromise or favoritism, is 
more essential than ever to the preserva- 
tion and extension of democratic liberties.” 


In this connection, it is interesting to 
report that representatives of 19 leading 
national organizations recently met in 
Washington to plan the strategy for civil 
rights legislation in Congress. Among the 
organizations represented were labor and 
church groups, women’s and veterans 
organizations, Catholic, Jewish and Negro 
associations, and others interested in civil 
rights. 


* * * 


Aw HERE IS a brief review of the Pales- 
tine situation as it was reflected in Wash- 
ington in the early part of November. 

The attitude of State Department of- 
ficials has been that since Secretary 
Marshall has endorsed the Bernadotte 
Plan at the UN sessions in Paris, the 
U. S. must abide by that endorsement. 
These officials avoided all discussion on 
Israel with outsiders on the pretext that 
they did not wish to become involved in 
any controversies while the UN was de- 
liberating its course of action. 

At the same time, however, it was re- 
ported authoritatively that State Depart- 
ment officials had been doing a lot of 
thinking on the subject. The Israeli vic- 
tories in the Negev against the Egyptians 
and in Galilee against Syria and Lebanon 
have made a terrific impression in diplo- 
matic and military circles in Washington. 
And just as they are impressed with the 
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Jewish victories, so the weakness and in- 
effectiveness of the Arab military effort 
is generally conceded here by practical 
military and political leaders who are now 
inclined to dismiss the Arabs as being of 
any military use or value to this country. 


Well-informed quarters in Washington 
analyze the situation in the Middle East 
as follows: Israel has eliminated the 
Arabs as a military force, Iran is too 
corrupt to be of much value to the U. S.; 
this leaves only Turkey as a good military 
investment from the U. S. point of view, 
and also Israel who is emerging as the 
most important military factor in the 
Middle East next to Turkey. 


Israel’s growing military power may, 
perhaps, have been a prime factor which 
moved the State Department and the 
Export-Import Bank to reopen consider- 
ation of a loan to the Jewish state. How- 
ever, the bank is reported as moving 
cautiously and, instead of granting a 100- 
million dollar loan in one lump sum as 
requested originally by Israel, the bank 
is considering a series of small loans on 
a piecemeal basis. The procedure will be 
somewhat as follows: the Israeli Govern- 
ment will submit to the bank full details 
concerning a given project which it 
wishes financed, such as a power plant, 
harbor installations, housing, etc.; the 
bank will then determine the soundness 
of the project and the reasonable pros- 
pects for repayment of the loan, and 
when these will have been satisfactorily 
established the loan will be forthcoming. 


The Export-Import Bank is said to 
have undergone this change of heart after 
it received the approval of the State 
Department and the National Advisory 
Council, the latter being the major inter- 
departmental body in the government 
which determines the U. S. lending policy 
towards foreign countries. According to 
reliable reports, the State Department 
informed the bank’s directors that the 
political permanence of the State of Israel 
now seems assured and that the extension 








136 


of the project-type of credits which they 
are considering is permissible. Earlier, 
the bank had rejected a loan to Israel 
because of “unsettled political conditions” 
in Palestine. 


It was asked: Why loans on a project 
basis? Why cannot the U. S. extend to 
Israel the full 100-million dollar loan? 
The explanation given in Washington in 
reply to these questions is that under an 
over-all loan the U. S. would have no 
control and no way of checking whether 
Israel is using the money for the purposes 
stated, or whether a substantial part of 
the loan is being channeled into the pur- 
chasing of military equipment. Under the 
system of small loans for specific projects 
it will be a relatively simple task to dis- 
cover whether the money is being used 
for the project designated or not. If the 
particular project is not being fulfilled 
and the money elsewhere, the U S. will 
then withhold further financing of other 
projects. 


* * * 


Aw IN CONCLUSION, a little story which 
we believe our friends in the Middle West 
will enjoy. It was told to us by the 
Special Representative of the Israeli Gov- 
ernment in Washington Mr. Eliahu Epstein. 

Mr. Epstein was in a hurry to return 
to his office one afternoon, after consulta- 
tions at the State Department, and hailed 
the nearest taxi. The driver was one of 
these loquacious characters who does not 
need much coaxing to strike up a con- 
versation and before the Israeli diplomat 
was fully aware of it he was subject to 
a talk on politics, as seen from the expert 
vantage point of a Washington taxi- 
driver. Epstein sat quietly, listened in- 
tently to the driver expounding his po- 
litical views, but said very little and 
committed himself even less. 

Finally, the driver must have realized 
he had monopolized the whole conversa- 
tion. Assuming, as all Washingtonians do, 
that when you scratch a Washingtonian 
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you almost always discover a native of 
some other part of the country, the driver 
turned suddenly toward his passenger and 
asked him where he came from. The 
Israeli diplomat found himself in a di- 
lemma: if he said he was from Palestine 
or Israel, it would lead to more political 
discussion—and he was in no mood for 
that. After a moment’s reflection, he came 
up with a diplomatic reply: 

“Oh—I’m from the Middle East.” 

“The Middle East?” the taxi-driver 
quickly shot back with noticeable suspi- 
cion in his tone. “I’ve heard of the Mid- 
dle West, but the Middle East—never!” 


“From the free spirit of the Mosaic law 
sprang the intensity of family life that 
amid all dispersions and persecution has 
preserved the individuality of the Hebrew 
race; that love of independence that un- 
der the most adverse circumstances has 
characterized the Jew; that burning pa- 
triotism that flamed up in the Maccabees 
and bared the breasts of Jewish peasants 
to the serried steel of Grecian phalanx 
and the resistless onset of Roman legion; 
that stubborn courage that in exile and 
in torture held the Jew to his faith. It 
kindled that fire that has made the strains 
of Hebrew seers and poets phrase for us 
the highest exultations of thought; that 
intellectual vigor that has over and over 
again made the dry staff bud and blossom. 
And passing outward from one narrow 
race it has exerted its power wherever 
the influence of the Hebrew Scriptures 
has been felt. It has toppled thrones and 
cast down hierarchies. It strengthened 
the Scottish Covenanter in the hour of 
trial, and the Puritan amid the snows of 
a strange land. It charged with the Iron- 
sides at Nasby; it stood behind the low 
redoubt on Bunker Hill.” 


Henry GeEorGE, Moses: A Lecture 1878 
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OR SOME YEARS, now, 3,000,000 resi- 

dents of Los Angeles County have 
been represented in the state senate at 
Sacramento by Jack B. Tenney who 
heads up California’s preposterous Joint 
Legislative Committee on Un-American 
Activities. Prior to becoming the West 
Coast’s principal red-baiter and dema- 
gogue, Jack’s chief title to fame was his 
composition, “Mexicali Rose,” which he 
composed while serving as piano-player 
in certain well-known establishments in 
the border-town of Mexicali. How to rid 
themselves of this ludicrous representa- 
tive has been a favorite preoccupation of 
Los Angeles liberals and progressives for 
the last four years. It would now seem, 
however, that Senator Tenney has him- 
self provided the issue upon the basis of 
which he can be defeated. 


At a recent witch-hunting session of 
his committee, Tenney turned the fires of 
his wrath upon the executive-director of 
the Soto-Michigan Jewish Community 
Center on the east side of Los Angeles. 
When the director of the center very 
properly refused to answer a question as 
to his political affiliations, Senator Ten- 
ney then demanded that the Community 
Chest withdraw its support from the 
center. In undertaking this bold piece of 
blackmail, the senator apparently thought 
that he could rely upon the passivity and 
silence of the organized Jewish commu- 
nity of Los Angeles. But this time his 
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calculations proved to be erroneous. For 
at its last meeting the Jewish Community 
Council, on the motion of Assemblyman 
William Rosenthal, adopted a resolution 
calling upon the legislature to abolish the 
Tenney Committee which is just another 
way of asking the voters of Los Angeles 
to “abolish” Senator Tenney. “This 
shameless anti-Semitic abuse,” reads the 
resolution, “signals in our memory the 
horror of the Buchenwalds and Dachaus 
by these attempts to bring Fascism to our 
country.” Following the adoption of this 
hard-hitting resolution, Assemblyman 
Rosenthal, Mr. Sam Gach of the Califor- 
nia Jewish Voice, and other community 
leaders, addressed a large mass meeting 
on the east side at which an “Anti- 
Tenney Committee” was formed and 
plans were laid for the next senatorial 
campaign. 
* * * & 


HE ACTION REFERRED TO in the above 
paragraph met with the nearly unani- 
mous approval of the approximately 250 
Jewish organizations in Los Angeles. 
There was, however, one lonely and con- 
spicuous exception, the American Jewish 
League Against Communism. On Sep- 
tember 21, Senator Tenney presided at 
the opening session of a nation-wide con- 
ference of various “anti-communist” or- 
ganizations in Los Angeles. This meeting 
was called for the purpose of forming the 
Inter-State Legislative Conference on 
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Un-American activities which will co- 
ordinate the red-baiting of the various 
state and local committees. Among the 
states represented at this conference 
were Alabama, Georgia, Arizona, Wash- 
ington, New Mexico, Colorado, Illinois, 
Iowa, and Montana. Illinois was repre- 
sented, incidentally, by Norvil D. Hodges, 
whoever he may be. 

Following the opening session of the 
conference, the 100 or more delegates 
were the guests of the American Jewish 
League Against Communism at a lun- 
cheon given at the Biltmore Hotel. Rabbi 
M. J. Merritt, who was for some years 
connected with Lessing Rosenwald’s 
Council for Judaism, told his curiously 
assorted guests that the league had been 
formed to counteract the public’s feeling 
that “too many communists in America 
are Jews.” He then proceeded to blame 
the assassination of Count Bernadotte on 
“red members of the Stern gang” because 
“only the Reds could profit by that des- 
picable crime.” Shortly prior to this con- 
clave of professional red-baiters, Rabbi 
Schultz, director of the league, had ar- 
rived in Los Angeles and had sought to 
win the support of Los Angeles Jewry 
for his organization. Needless to say, he 
was not successful; you can count the 
Los Angeles membership of the Ameri- 
can Jewish League Against Communism 
on the fingers of one hand. 

It is about time, however, that the 
league, which was originally sponsored 
by Eugene Lyons, Isaac Don Levine, 
Benjamin Gitlow, and George Sokolsky, 
was subjected to a thorough-going in- 
vestigation. While the league really has 
no membership, locally or nationally, it 
can cause a great deal of damage. The 
very name of the organization admits, by 
implication, one of the favorite charges 
of the professional anti-semites, namely, 
that there are “too many Communists in 
America who are Jews.” This false charge 
cannot be scotched by breast-beating, 
flag-waving, and Communist-chasing. Like 
most similar organizations, the league has 
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no standard by which it proposes to dis- 
tinguish between Communist Party mem- 
bers and liberals and progressives. For 
those interested in further details about 
the league, I can commend a recent 
article by Terry Miller, “Jews Against 
Communism,” which appeared in the 
Southern Jewish Outlook, published at 
Richmond, Virginia, September, 1948. 
This article belongs in the files of those 
organizations and individuals who are 
keeping a weather eye on the American 
Jewish League Against Communism. 


* * * 


RECENT POLL conducted by Mervin 

D. Field of the California Poll and 
published in the Hollywood Citizen-News, 
throws considerable light on how public 
opinion is dividing on the Israel question 
in California. Although Israel is now an 
accomplished fact, only slightly more 
than a third of the California public re- 
gard the Jewish stand under the present 
UN truce as being justified, according to 
this poll. Roughly half as many Califor- 
nians favor the Arab side of the dispute. 
In spite of the fact that this country has 
recognized the new state, there is clear 
evidence that the public is having a hard 
time making up its mind about the new 
nation. To the question, “Which side do 
you think is more nearly right in the 
stand it has taken, the Arabs or the 
Jews?” the following answers were re- 
ported: Arabs are right, 15%; Jews are 
right, 35%; Neither Side, 16%; Unde- 
cided, 34%. Another significant question 
used in this poll was the following: “Do 
you think the United States should do 
anything to help either side, or, if so, 
which side?” To this the answers were: 
Help the Arabs, 2%; Help the Jews, 18%; 
Help Both Sides, 16%; Help Neither Side, 
49%; Undecided, 15%. 

Friends of the new state of Israel 
should note that the important categories 
in the two polls are: first, the 34% who 
are undecided about the merits of the 
case; and, second, the 49% who feel that 
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the United States should not aid either 
side. The high percentage of Californians 
in these two categories would seem to 
indicate the necessity for a large scale 
public relations campaign which would 
carry the truth about Israel to the people. 
Even the 35% who support the Jewish 
side of the controversy are apparently 
not in agreement on the necessity of fur- 
nishing aid to the new state (only 18% 
support this position). Apparently both 
Jewish and non-Jewish supporters have 
been too prone to take for granted that 
the people know and understand the 
issues involved. Obviously such is not 
the case. 
* * os 

. ANTI-SEMITES continue to 

peddle their diatribes in Los Angeles. 
The latest offering comes from the 
“Anglo-Saxon Committee” which gives 
its address as P. O. Box 451, Burbank, 
California. According to the Anglo-Saxons 
of Burbank, 90% of the “top paid execu- 
tives of both the Community Chest and 
the American Red Cross” are “Jewish- 
staffed.” This obvious untruth is then 
coupled with the interesting statement 
that “it is almost impossible for a decent 
white Christian American family in need 
to obtain assistance.” The leaflet then 
concludes that all good decent white 
Christian Americans should boycott the 
Community Chest. It will be noted that 
this diatribe has been carefully planned, 
both in its timing and in its demagoguery, 
so as to tie in with Senator Tenney’s 
campaign to force the Community Chest 
to withdraw its support from the Soto- 
Michigan Jewish Center. 

Actually there is no “Anglo-Saxon 
Committee,” this highfalutin name being 
merely a front for the activities of one 
Stanley Leon who, needless to say, has 
never been investigated by Senator Ten- 
ney. This man Leon was given a dishon- 
orable discharge when he left the army 
although an appeal has been taken 
through the proper channels which is to 
be heard in St. Louis in the near future. 
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As might be expected, Leon blames “the 
Jews” for his troubles for it seems that 
Walter Winchell once devoted some radio 
time to an exposé of Leon’s activities. 
Something of a “lone wolf” in the anti- 
semitic confraternity of Los Angeles, Leon 
likes to boast of a squad of “strong arm 
kids” which he has organized. 


* * * 


MPLOYERS SEEKING “professional help” 
are the worst offenders in discrim- 
inatory advertising, according to a study 
just concluded by the Anti-Defamation 
League’s Southern California Regional 
Office. Of the average 400 daily ads in the 
Los Angeles Times, 6.3% contained dis- 
criminatory language. After professional 
help, institutions, maintenance, industrial 
and white collar clerical jobs ranked next 
in number of discriminatory specifica- 
tions. The greatest number of discrimi- 
natory ads, 697, sought personnel for such 
jobs as cooks, waitresses, salesmen, baby 
sitters, etc. Of the ads studied in a one 
month period, 3.5% made inquiries con- 
cerning the applicant’s race; 2.3% asked 
or specified his nationality; and .2% asked 
about religious affiliations. 


* * * 


RITING TO ME from England under 

date of July 5, 1948, Mildred Edie 
Brady, wife of Dr. Robert Brady of the 
University of California and author of 
that memorable book The Spirit and 
Structure of German Fascism, has the 
following to report: “Anti-Semitism is 
rampant. Moseley has started a new party 
and there are at least a half dozen maga- 
zines sold on the newsstands of London 
filled with the most sickening junk which 
is just short of the Nazi stuff at its worst.” 
Confirmation of Mrs. Brady’s observa- 
tion is to be found in the issue of Reynold’s 
News for September 12, 1948. A story in 
this issue tells of a recent meeting of the 
International Spiritualists’ Conference in 
London at which two young German 
delegates hurled the word “Jewess” at 
one of the speakers. The organization in 
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question is called Ostara, after the an- 
cient German Goddess of Spring. Its pur- 
pose is to bring about the triumph of 
“spirit” over “matter.” According to one 
of these young Germans, Kurt Wagner, 
“Ostara demands that all its members 
fight against all forms of materialism, and 
therefore against Communism and the 
Jews.” 

Living in England since 1946 as land- 
workers, Wagner and his friend Erwin 
Scholz complain that they find there “the 
Jewish blood which is the carrier of the 
mental disorders that are threatening the 
world.” While contending that they are 
“unpolitical,” Messrs. Wagner and Scholz 
stated without hesitation that “Hitler was 
the carrier of the entire German spiritual 
impulse for all good Germans in the 
Nazi time.” 

Ostara was begun by a group of pris- 
oners of war in Leland Camp, Mississippi, 
and now claims about 600 members. It is 
obviously just another “front” through 
which ex-Nazis are attempting to revive 
anti-Semitic agitation on a world-wide 
basis. When questioned about how it was 
that two ex-Nazis could openly carry on 
anti-Semitic activities in Great Britain, 
a Foreign Office spokesman apologetically 
stated: “I suppose the movement could 
be dangerous but we want to foster free- 
dom of thought in Germany.” Just what, 
one wonders, does “freedom of thought” 
have to do with the activities of these 
ex-Nazi propagandists? This is the ques- 
tion to which a labor M. P. has addressed 
himself. In an excellent pamphlet entitled 
“Moseley? NO!” Tom Driberg, M. P. has 
reviewed the entire problem of coping 
with anti-semitic agitation in a democracy 
(copies can be obtained from W. H. Allen 
& Company, Ltd., 43, Essex Street, Lon- 
don, W. C. 2). 

** * & 
fee MINOR ITEMS. Quite recently Sen- 
a 


tor William Langer addressed mem- 
bers of a German-American organization 
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at Hindenberg Park in La Canada—a 
favorite meeting place of the Bundists in 
the late ‘thirties. In the course of his 
address, Senator Langer discussed the 
problem of the DP’s of Europe in a man- 
ner that brought loud bursts of applause 
from his audience. Since I will probably 
not be given an opportunity to reply to 
an article called “The Red Kiss” by Allen 
Lesser which appeared in the Menorah 
Journal, Spring Issue, 1948, I want to 
place on record a few comments about it 
in this letter. For sheer mendacity, this 
article might be compared with some of 
the boldest Nazi propaganda. By compar- 
ing, out of context, passages from my 
book A Mask for Privilege with certain 
pronouncements of the Communist Party, 
Lesser seeks to leave a snide inference in 
the minds of his readers that I am a 
professing if not a practicing Communist. 
Careful not to make a direct statement to 
this effect—there are still libel laws in 
the United States—he then proceeds to 
refer to certain passages from the testi- 
mony of the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities in 1940. Following 
this reference, Lesser ominously remarks: 
“To this writer’s knowledge, Mr. McWil- 
liams has never denied the charge.” To 
this statement, my comments are: 1. Mr. 
Lesser’s knowledge of the matter in 
question is very limited indeed nor did 
he so much as seek to discover what my 
position was before writing his article; 
2. the House Un-American Activities, at 
the time the testimony referred to was 
given, refused me permission to testify in 
rebuttal; and 3. the fact of the matter is 
that I am not and never have been a 
member of the Communist Party. If Mr. 
Lesser still wants proof of the accuracy 
of this statement, he can avoid the prac- 
tice of hiding behind inferences and make 
the direct statement that he seeks to 
imply. Should he do so, I promise to give 
him the fullest opportunity to prove his 
statement in a court of law. 





A Treasury of Jewish Folklore. Edited 
by Nathan Ausubel. New York. Crow 
Publishers. 741 pp. $4.00. 


It is a triumph worth recording that, 
after long waiting, Jewish literature has 
been rewarded with A Treasury of Jew- 
ish Folklore, by Nathan Ausubel. It is a 
superb, almost encyclopedic work, an 
astounding and dazzling record of the wit 
and humor, myths and legends, stories, 
anecdotes, quips, proverbs, and riddles 
culled form the vast harvest of Jewish 
folklore over a period of three thousand 
years. With almost unbelievable energy 
and industry, the author explored every 
source and region of our folk literature 
down to its least suspected nooks and 
corners and produced a work that is both 
scholarly and entertaining, brimful with 
color and information, in short, a book 
to be read and enjoyed, and not to be put 
down till it is read and enjoyed again. 


There are tears and laughter in its 
pages, solemn tales and amusing anec- 
dotes, as well as instructive homilies of 
great and pious men. The canvas is bright 
and radiant with the men who lent spice 
and splendor to Jewish life. It spreads a 
sumptuous feast for every heart—the gay 
and heavy, the serious and merry, the 
learned and simple. Without a dull line 
in its 741 pages, the book is indeed a 
composite portrait of the Jewish people 
under every condition and circumstance 
of its multi-millenial history. From the 
miracles of the Bible and the Talmud to 
the Miracle of the Warsaw Ghetto, from 
the gallant heroism of the Maccabees and 
Bar-Kochba to the martyrs of Auschwitz 
and Treblinka, from the saintly wit and 
wisdom of Hillel to the mystics, kabbal- 
ists, and hasidim of our own time—what 
a fascinating company of men crowd the 
pages of this stupendous volume. 

The best of centuries of Jewish life 
and struggle rings high and loud in this 
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unique and amazing work. Not a ripple 
that disturbed or affected the flow of 
Jewish history remains unrecorded in its 
pages. The great movements which at one 
time or another struggled for recognition 
one will find there in their lighter and 
more serious moods; indeed, an intrigu- 
ing and fascinating story of Rabbinism, 
Karaism, Kabbalism, Messianism, Hasid- 
ism, Zionism, Socialism, and Haskalah. 
The strange and fantastic tales of the Ten 
Lost Tribes, Eldad ha-Dani, the Jewish 
Kingdom of the Khozars, David Reubeni 
and other such stories which cast a glow 
of romance over the drabness of Jewish 
life are retold with all the wonder and 
excitement they held for Jews in other 
times and places. And, as if the caval- 
cade of the enchanting figures and char- 
acters was not complete, the author 
passes before our gaze a long procession 
of little-known members of the Jewish 
race—the black Jews of Abyssinia, the 
brown Jews of India, the Mountain Jews 
of Caucasia, and the slant-eyed Jews 
of China. 

Lavish host that he is, the author has 
treated his readers with a profuse and 
lavish hand. With the exception of the 
present writer in another connection, 
folk-songs and folk-dances as an element 
in Jewish culture have nowhere been 
given the prominence which Nathan 
Ausubel assigns to it in his book. It is 
indeed one of the most interesting and 
fascinating sections of his book, for in 
this highly valuable collection, one meets 
with a strange and widely-divergent 
selection of religious melodies, patriotic 
anthems, popular songs, and tunes of 
almost every description. Thus cradle 
lullabies are followed by songs of the 
Halutzim, ditties of courtship and mar- 
riage by the plaintive tune of the matmid 
bending over his Talmud folio, and the 
solemn somber strains of Kol Nidre or 
the synagogue anthem Yigdal blend in 
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with the weird oriental air of the Yemen- 
ite Jew following his plough. Chants of 
days without number are to be found 
side by side with Eili Eili or Am Yisroel 
Hay, mystical hasidic dances join hands 
with the hora—indeed, as strange and 
confused a medley as is Jewish life. 


The part devoted to humor by which 
ultimately the book will be judged by the 
lay professional joke-hunters, is in keep- 
ing with the general high standard of the 
volume. Only such anecdotes are admit- 
ted into the Treasury which directly or 
by implication reflect the individual or 
folk spirit of the Jew. Thus, jokes may be 
sharp, salty, or acid; jests may be acrid, 
pungent, or ironic, and anecdotes may be 
of the subtle, pious, or moralistic variety, 
but, to pass the author’s test, their pat- 
tern or quality must be Jewish. They 
must not only be told by Jews, but they 
must be about Jews or relate to a quality 
in them that is typically Jewish. While 
many of the stories and anecdotes in this 
volume belong to a world that is past, to 
the fathers and grandfathers of the pres- 
ent generation, their pathos and humor 
is woven skillfully in such attractive form 
that they may still be read with the 
greatest pleasure and enjoyment. 


It would be ungracious to conclude the 
review of A Treasury of Jewish Folklore 
without a word about the prefaces which 
precede every one of its numerous 
divisions and subdivisions. The writer 
counted no less than thirty-five such 
introductions, and they are of a literary 
and scholarly quality which must not be 
allowed to pass unnoticed. One can only 
wonder at the amount of scholarship that 
went into every one of these shorter and 
longer forewords, the kind of scholarship 
that is refreshing, illuminating, and in- 
structive. To have traversed so wide a 
field—indeed continents—to have tracked 
down every story, parable and anecdote 
to its original source and background; to 
be capable of such marvelous erudition 
and scholarship without wearying or 
fatiguing the reader but, on the contrary, 
making him grateful for the great experi- 
ence he is allowed to share with the 
author, is indeed a triumph of an unique 
and extraordinary sort. For the prefaces 
which Nathan Ausubel provided his book 
are more than the footnotes with which 
scholars usually adorn their works to 
exhibit their learning. They are little 
masterpieces of luminous and inspiring 
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invitations to the charming and fascinat- 
ing wonderland of Jewish folklore which 
he was the first to explore in such an 


excellent manner. Jacos S. MInKIN 





The Autobiography of Sol Bloom. 
G. P. Putnam’s Sons. 345 pp. $3.50. 


I enjoyed reading this book far more 
than I thought I would. Most people, I 
think, will have the same sort of experi- 
ence that I had. There is a stereotype of 
Sol Bloom as a sort of good-natured but 
intrinsically unimportant showman, thrust 
into a responsible position by the caprice 
of Congressional seniority. Condescend- 
ingly, we are grateful that he never does 
anything really bad. So we read this book 
almost with a smirk until we suddenly 
find that it holds our interest by an un- 
expected warmth, gaiety and shrewdness. 
It has the quality of real self-revelation 
that all good autobiographies should have. 
Congressman Bloom does not put on airs. 
He does not pretend to a profound phil- 
osophy, nor to unprecedented accomplish- 
ments. He sees himself essentially as he 
is: a man of ambition and good-will who 
has been able to achieve most of the 
things towards which he has aimed. He is 
not a deathless figure, but neither is he 
a dub. He is a better than average man, 
who has done well by himself and by 
the country. 

He is not quite as old as our own 
Congressman Sabath and, truth to tell, 
he has not been as important a figure; 
but he has been in the same tradition of 
political liberalism. He is one of those 
men who helped make the Democratic 
Party in our day a symbol of interest in 
the common man. His career began at 
one end of the vast American continent, 
in San Francisco, and it reached its high 
point at the other end of the continent, 
in New York and Washington. Appropri- 
ately, there was a stopping off at Chicago. 
During the World’s Fair of 1893, Bloom, 
a mere youngster, was placed in charge 
of the Midway amusement zone and won 
a reputation which has persisted to this 
day. Theatrical manager, song-writer, 
music publisher, real estate operator, bon 
vivant, Bloom used these experiences as 
the backdrop for his political career. In 
Congress, he assumed those tasks for 
which he was best fitted: copyright mat- 
ters, labor-management relations, the 
staging of patriotic festivals like Wash- 
ington Bicentennial. Then he was thrust 
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into the chairmanship of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. He confounded his critics by 
doing well at his job, which reached its 
climax with the work he performed when 
he was chosen to draft the preamble to 
the Charter of the United Nations in the 
city of his rambunctious youth. 


Bloom is proudly Jewish. He has the 
self-respect of one who knows that he 
has sprung from an ancient and wise 
people. He will be a useful person to have 
around while the fate of Israel hangs in 
the balance. I like the honest sweep of 
his works on the new old home that is 
being created on the soil of Canaan. I 
like the honest sweep of the entire book. 


ELMER GERTZ 


Essays in Jewish Biography, by Alex- 
ander Marx. Jewish Publication Society 
of America. 298 pp. $3.00. 


The principal deterrent to compiling 
biographies of famous Jews—and espec- 
ially the scholars—of former centuries 
has been the lack of data about their 
personal character and lives. When Jews 
wrote books they generally had a relig- 
ious aim, and the lives of individuals, in 
particular of authors, were neglected as 
of no practical interest. As Professor 
Marx says ‘Contemporaries as well as 
subsequent generations were deeply con- 
cerned with the opinions, the interpreta- 
tions and the literary output of great 
scholars, but paid no attention whatever 
to the personal life of their revered 
masters’. Even the historical works writ- 
ten before the nineteenth century were 
seldom composed with mere _ historio- 
graphical objectives but were, for ex- 
ample, rabbinical histories endeavoring 
to prove the chain of orthodox tradition 
or family histories to show the distin- 
guished lineage of the author. Jewish 
history, including biography, only achieved 
its independent status last century with 
the application of a scientific method to 
Jewish scholarship. Since then, historians 
have been sifting the accumulation of po- 
tential evidence and many valuable works 
have appeared in that time, others are 
waiting to be written on the basis of 
available material, while still others will 
have to wait future discoveries. 

Only four of the scholars who are sub- 
jects of Professor Marx’s biographies 
lived before the nineteenth century. 
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Three of them—Saadia, Rashi and Mai- 
monides—were among the most impor- 
tant and popular Jews of the middle ages 
and have already been the subjects of 
full-length biographies. These essays do 
not purport to present any new informa- 
tion about these great figures—they are 
popular sketches of the men and their 
works written with a charm and an ease 
which cloak the enormous erudition of 
the author and the amount of material 
he has assimilated. It is to be hoped that 
Professor Marx will, in some future book, 
turn his attention to other famous Jewish 
scholars whose lives have not yet been 
made easily accessible to the lay reader. 
His particular aptitude is underlined by 
his brilliant characterizations of the main 
works of each of his subjects—in the case 
of Rabbenu Gershom, owing to the pau- 
city of reliable facts about his life, the 
description of his works forms the bulk 
of the essay. 


The latter—and larger—part of the 
book is devoted to scholars who were 
friends of Professor Marx. The personal 
reminiscences incorporated into these 
biographies are particularly welcome. The 
living: links with the giants of Jewish 
scholarship of last century are growing 
fewer and it is fortunate that we have 
here, permanently recorded, Professor 
Marx’s recollections of some of them. 


The essays on Moritz Steinschneider 
and David Hoffman are outstanding. The 
breadth and versatility of Steinschneider 
have rarely been equalled in modern 
scholarship. In the last two or three 
years, I endeavored to arrange for some 
of his surviving friends living in England 
to lecture on their memories of him. Alas, 
all three scholars whom I approached— 
Arthur Marmorstein, David Herzog and 
Samuel Krauss—died before we were 
able to make the necessary arrangements. 
I was therefore especially pleased to find 
Professor Marx’s revealing description of 
this greatest of Jewish bibliographers. 
The other main biographies are the 
charmingly intimate portrait of David 
Hoffman and the account of the career 
of the late President of the Jewish Theo- 
logical Seminary, Solomon Schechter. 


The remaining essays are only sketches 
but afford personal glimpses of men 
whose contributions to Jewish scholar- 
ship assure them a lasting place in Jewish 
literature. It is to be hoped that our other 
senior Jewish scholars will follow the 
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example of Professor Marx and favor us 
with reminiscences of the great men who, 
to many of us, are legendary figures. 


GEOFFREY WIGODER 





The Roosevelt Court, by Herman Prit- 
chett. Macmillan Co. 314 pp. $5.00. 


It has long been well understood that 
many decisions of the Supreme Court of 
the United States find their rationale not 
in “law,” but in “politics.” It remained 
for a political scientist rather than a 
lawyer to spell it out for the period be- 
ginning with the “New Deal.” 

Prof. Pritchett reviews the situation 
confronting President Roosevelt during 
his first term, when the “nine old men” 
were torpedoing his legislation; Roose- 
velt’s unsuccessful attempt to “pack” the 
Court; his ultimate success in the pur- 
poses of that effort through his appoint- 
ment of eight of the judges, including the 
Chief Justice; and the judicial blessing 
that the “Roosevelt Court” then gave to 
the New Deal. But what particularly 
intrigues the author is the fact that the 
Court, having confirmed the progressive 
legislation of the times, did not continue 
with the unanimity that might have been 
expected, but actually produced far more 
dissenting opinions than any Supreme 
Court before it. Most of this excellent 
volume presents an analysis of the cases 
and the differences of opinion among the 
different members of the ‘Roosevelt 
Court”, right down to date, on the im- 
portant public questions that have come 
before it. These questions run the whole 
range of socio-economic and political con- 
cern to the country. 


The conclusions of the author ought not 
to be a surprise to anyone. “Conserva- 
tives” must act that way as judges of the 
Supreme Court, just as they would act 
that way everywhere else in life; in the 
mature of things there is substantial 
unanimity among them in their opposi- 
tion to progressive ideas. So, too, the 
present Court is similarly in agreement 
about fundamental liberal doctrine. On 
the other hand, “liberals” on the Su- 
preme Court as everywhere, are not of 
one mold; but their differences are on a 
higher level of social enlightenment. That 
is all important. Thus, to the Roosevelt 
Court the issue is not any longer the 
essential protection of the individual 
against the State in his right to free 
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speech, but to what extremes that right 
shall be protected. It is only on that latter 
question that there are differences of 
opinion in the present Court. And so it 
is with respect to the other major public 
issues that come up for decision before 
the highest tribunal of the land. 

The entire work makes interesting and 
instructive reading to all who want to 
know the political and social history of 
the United States during the past fifteen 
years, viewed through the judicial case 
records. This reading fortifies the a priori 
conclusion that the Supreme Court is a 
law making institution in every sense. If 
that is so then there is inherent in that 
Court the necessity for judicial activism, 
whether the judges be liberal or conserv- 
ative. The author’s dictum that this is not 
so, that it is not desirable that it be so, 
is a denial of the very lesson implicit in 
his material. But however we may differ 
with Prof. Pritchett about this, we can 
only thank him for presenting the ma- 
terial as clearly and as well as he 


has done. Pau. G. ANNES 





Poems, by David Ignatow. The Decker 
Press: Prairie City, Illinois. 99 pp. $2.50. 


47th Street, by Frank Marshall Davis. 
The Decker Press: Prairie City, Illinois. 
105 pp. $2.50. 


Solo and Other Poems, by Harold 
Applebaum. Creative Age Press: New 
York. 81 pp. $2.50. 


Poetry may serve two purposes. It 
affords emotional relief to the writer, as 
a form of confession, and it may convey 
something to the reader, exciting in him 
a sympathetic response to the emotion of 
the writer because the reader has experi- 
enced emotions similar to his or because 
the writer expresses in moving language 
perceptions of beauty which others may 
share. Too much of our current poetry is 
confessional in character. The writer is 
satisfied to ease his inner conflicts in a 
form intelligible to himself but unintel- 
ligible to his readers. If he seeks to do no 
more than this, why should he publish? 

Emily Dickinson, we recall, wrote her 
little poems and thrust them into a 
drawer. Posterity, it is true, has found in 
their belated publication something to its 
liking. Perhaps the appeal of Emily Dick- 
inson’s poems lies considerably in the 
fact that their personal emotion is con- 
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veyed in sensuous imagery which charms 
by its freshness and originality. The 
thought is completely translated in the 
symbol, in the picture with its appeal to 
eye and ear. Verse, it was once believed, 
should be simple, sensuous, and impas- 
sioned. Modern poetry too seldom fulfils 
these requirements. 


Mr. Ignatow’s poems to my taste are 
over subjective. They have to do with the 
resolution of inner conflicts and their 
language is too general and abstract, the 
language of meditation, not the sensuous 
language of poetry. We too seldom see 
and hear and taste the experience and 
consequently our emotional response is 
tepid. He needs, I think, to forget himself, 
to sink himself in the contemplation of 
experience, in the objective rendition of 
what he observes, colored, to be sure, 
with his emotional response to it and not 
forgetful of its provocation to thought. 
What the poet feels and thinks is an 
essential part of the poem but it should 
be expressed by indirection in the lan- 
guage of metaphor. Is not all the best 
poetry a statement by indirection so that 
the audience shares in the creative pro- 
cess by drawing its own inferences? 


Mr. Davis’ poems are certainly impas- 
sioned and sensuous. They depict life in 
the negro quarter of South Side Chicago. 
In colorful and vehement imagery they 
express the protest of a sensitive man 
against the injustice done his people, 
against the squalor in which most of them 
are condemned to live. These poems do 
not express, as well as they might, hatred 
of all white folk but only of the economic 
exploiters who oppress impartially the 
poor of both races who, as workers, white 
and black, are brothers. These are martial 
poems, poems of the class war, the end- 
less and seemingly hopeless war of the 
exploiters and the exploited. 


Mr. Davis writes often with great vivid- 
ness; yet at times his imagery is, a little 
strained, as though long sought and not 
springing spontaneously to the mind. Nor 
do I find his rhythms always distinguish- 
able from prose. If read aloud his verse 
has the accent of eloquence but the ear 
does not detect, at least mine does not, 
the line divisions or the rhythmical pat- 
tern upon which, presumably, such di- 
visions must be based. Yet this criticism 
is applicable to much modern “free” 
verse. It is not verse in the old and 
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accepted meaning of the term. It is in 
fact neither verse nor prose but some- 
thing in between. Recited by an impas- 
sioned reader it can be eloquent, as an 
orator is eloquent. But such writing, like 
oratory, is not so moving when read to 
oneself as when recited aloud and it is 
apt to be deficient in those quiet felicities 
which linger in the memory. 


Mr. Applebaum’s poems, of the three 
volumes under review, are distinguished 
by the most essential of poetic qualities, 
rhythmical beauty. Many of his lines 
have the true poetic accent. They fall 
justly on the ear and suggest the tradition 
from which they derive, as good music, 
however new and fresh suggests its 
source in the past and while not imitative 
is of a recognizable school. The distinc- 
tion is hard to define but can be felt. Mr. 
Applebaum’s derivation is from the best 
English sonnet-writers. His ear has caught 
their rhythms. Yet curiously he has not 
studied the sonnet wholly to advantage. 
The English sonnet has developed two 
distinct forms, the Shakespearean and the 
Petrarchian. The second has been chiefly 
practised during the last three centuries, 
and the reasons for its dominance are 
sound. At any rate, mixed forms which 
are neither the one or the other are 
seldom wholly successful. 


If Mr. Applebaum will pardon the 
suggestion he would do well to study this 
problem of the sonnet form. Also he 
should not be so careless in his rhymes, 
some of which are simply not permissible. 
And he should read his poems aloud, 
letting the ear detect the faulty lines, 
those which, now and then, come danger- 
ously near to prose. He seems to me to 
have the makings of a poet, one whose 
command of his instrument is still im- 
perfect and whose ear is not yet sure. 
One thing in his poems I should especially 
commend. He writes from a poetic im- 
pulse and does not often—in this book at 
least—compose a poem simply from some 
vague impulse to compose a poem. Poetic 
ideas do not grow on bushes and are not 
to be found simply for the asking. A poet 
should be impelled to write because some 
experience, some thought or emotion or 
the mingling of the two, obsesses him. 
Too many poems we read these days are 
feeble things not born of passion but “got 
between sleep and waking.” 


Cart GRABO 
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The Last Insurrection, by Joseph Opa- 
toshu. New York: Cyco Bicher Farlag. 
402 pp. $3.75. 


*Mid Sea and Sands, by David Opatoshu. 


New York: Cyco Bicher Farlag. 172 pp. 
$2.50. 


With Israel re-established in Palestine 
after eighteen centuries of dispersion, its 
final national destruction under Hadrian 
assumes special interest to all persons 
concerned with the fate of the Jewish 
people. This ancient sorrowful event 
Joseph Opatoshu, the eminent Yiddish 
writer, has made the background of his 
latest work, the first part of a two-volume 
novel entitled The Last Insurrection. 


The protagonist of the published vol- 
ume is Rabbi Akibba, one of the greatest 
teachers of ancient Israel. Opatoshu de- 
lineates him with the insight and warmth 
of deep sympathy. We see him vividly 
through the eyes of his quick-witted 
pupils and ardent followers as well as 
through those of his opponents and de- 
tractors. His profound wisdom, his tire- 
less energy, his deep love of Jehovah, his 
devotion to the people—everything he 
says and does throughout the narrative 
adds to his heroic stature. 


His chief concern in 132 A.D., the year 
encompassed by the story, is to unite and 
quicken the Jews for the secretly planned 
revolt against Rome. The task is at once 
daring and dangerous. For the Jews then, 
as now, are of many minds. The rich and 
the timorous dread the very thought of 
rising up against Hadrian’s mighty le- 
gions; the followers of Jesus, who believe 
that the Messiah had already come in his 
person and who hate the orthodox scof- 
fers, not only refuse to heed the call but 
become self-appointed informers for the 
Romans. But the mass of the Jews, the 
peasantry as well as many students and 
intellectuals, groaning under Roman op- 
pression and grieving for the destroyed 
Temple, joyfully prepare to risk their 
lives for the liberation and purification of 
their holy land. 

Rabbi Akibba directs the secret cam- 
paign with astute proficiency. He is no 
dreamer or fanatic. As worldly as he is 
wise, he is equally familiar with the cul- 
ture of Greece and the civilization of 
Rome. Nor is he unaware of current po- 
litical and military conditions. He knows 
full well that a rebellion cannot succeed 
without the sinews of war and a trained 


THE CHICAGO JEWISH FORUM 


army under skilled leadership, and for 
many months he strives to achieve those 
ends. Moreover, he is fully cognizant of 
the need for the leader of the insurrection 
to be not only an outstanding soldier but 
a scion of the House of David. Fortu- 
nately he in time learns of such a man, 
then a captain of the Roman legion in 
Carthage. The latter was as a child 
brought to Rome by his father in order 
to save him from the decreed fate of 
those related to the David dynasty. There 
he grew up as a Roman and became a 
distinguished military leader. But he 
never forgot his Jewish origin and finally 
confided his longing for God to one of 
Rabbi Akibba’s admirers. Apprised of 
this auspicious news, Rabbi Akibba 
quickly sailed for Carthage to see the 
man and judge his worthiness for the 
fated task. The great rabbi is overjoyed 
at the sight of the powerfully built cap- 
tain. In the presence of a distinguished 
secret assemblage of Jews he names him 
Bar Kochba and blesses him as the leader 
of what was to be a desperate and dis- 
astrous uprising. 


Opatoshu employs the poignant chroni- 
cle as background for his fascinating 
portrayal of Palestinian life in 132 A.D. 
With the accuracy and breadth of the 
careful historian, but even more with the 
clear insight of the artist, he describes 
the social customs, the religious habits of 
thought, as well as the crude yet complex 
daily routine of the Jews of that time. 
Years of concentrated research have 
given him an intimate knowledge of 
ancient Palestine and have kept his im- 
agination from straying into anachronistic 
fallacies. Equally admirable are the vari- 
egated yet authentic Yiddish with which 
the story is written and the pregnant 
Hebrew aphorisms and precepts which 
enhance the narrative. 


Opatoshu is not only a fine stylist and 
scholar but also a superior artist. The 
novel teems with all kinds of characters, 
and all of them, those we meet only casu- 
ally as well as the half dozen we come to 
know intimately, are depicted with the 
deft sharp strokes of the skilled novelist. 
We are introduced to poor peasants, 
wealthy merchants, uneasy assimilation- 
ists, proud patriots, mystic scholars, 
maidens as eager for learning as for love, 
matrons no different from mothers of our 
own time, and all of them vital with the 
breath of artistic life. 
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The Last Insurrection lacks the passion 
and sweep of the author’s earlier major 
work, The Polish Woods, but in the 
groundswell of its brooding sympathy and 
in the fineness of its literary polish and 
symmetry the novel is indeed a noble 
addition to Yiddish literature. 


Opatoshu’s son, David, has this spring 
published his first book, "Mid Sea and 
Sands, a collection of brief sketches and 
stories. Born and brought up in New 
York, he is one of the few American 
Jews to use Yiddish as his literary 
language. More remarkable is his purity 
of style, his intimate mastery of idiomatic 
Yiddish. 

The larger number of stories are based 
upon his experiences as a soldier in the 
recent war. They deal with the loneliness, 
the confusion, the cravings of the com- 
mon soldier; they stress the comradeship 
of youths of heterogeneous origin, the 
constant sex hunger as an expression of 
sudden social dislocation. The remaining 
pieces depict the hapless and haphazard 
life of slum dwellers in New York. All 
these stories are written with the terse 
tautness of the modern tempo, and with 
a feeling for words and a quickness of 
perception that promise richer and deeper 
achievement. Cuas. A. Mapison 





My American Pilgrimage, by Stoyan 
Christowe. Little, Brown & Company. 
264 pp. $2.50. 


This is the exciting story of a Mace- 
donian immigrant’s full-fledged Ameri- 
canization, and it comes in handy at a 
moment when there are a half dozen 
sinister bills before Congress, demanding 
the shutting of post-war America’s gates 
to further immigration. Notwithstanding 
the blunders, committed by those pusil- 
animous Congressmen, the present vol- 
ume could very well bear as a motto 
Israel Zangwill’s enthusiastic words: 
“What is the glory of Rome and Jeru- 
salem where all nations and races come 
to labor and look forward!” 

The Christowes, father and son, ar- 
rived in St. Louis about the time when 
Wilson became president. 17-year-old 
Stoyan started work in a can factory, for 
ten hours a day yoked to a machine that 
punched holes into pieces of metal. At 
his father’s insistence the boy quit the 
job for a better-paid one at the railroad 
terminal. But Stoyan was unhappy: 
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“Twelve hours a day, with no Sundays 
or holidays off! When am I going to learn 
English?” To which outburst the elder 
Christowe sternly replies: “We didn’t 
come here to learn English. We’re here 
to work and save and go back home to 
live like human beings.” For the Old Man 
loathes the “Americamania” of the 
younger immigrants who dress stylishly, 
go to burlesque shows, and do things 
even worse than that. “A silver saddle 
doesn’t make a stallion out of a donkey,” 
the old Macedonian keeps on rebuking 
the young spendthrifts: “Live like a 
miser in America that you may live like 
a vizier in your own country.” 


But Stoyan neither considered himself 
a donkey, nor did he wish to live like a 
vizier in a far-away Balkan country. 
Right from the beginning he was infatu- 
ated with the strange new country, the 
USA, even though somebody once threw 
a foul tomato at the “Dago” and a pretty 
nurse once snubbed him: “Whatever 
makes you people come to this country 
when you don’t even know how to talk... .” 


Stoyan desperately wanted to talk 
English, and he got his first education at 
Paskal’s Macedonian coffee house where 
he stuck to those who, like himself, 
wished to break with the past: “English 
is spread all over, like rugs, like tapes- 
tries,” the self-educated Pascal explains 
to the neophyte: “It is embroidered on 
packages, scrawled on windows, it dances 
on electric signs, on the screen of motion 
pictures, and of course in the newspapers 
and books. Behind all this embroidery of 
language is America, like a stage behind 
a curtain, and you never can see America, 
as you cannot see the drama on the stage, 
unless the curtain is lifted.” 


Ambitious young Stoyan made a “men- 
tal note” of everything he heard and saw. 
After an accident he quit the job at the 
Terminal and became a busboy in a 
department store restaurant, and was 
now, at last, able to attend night school. 
Attracted by the adventure and the 
promise of good pay, father and son 
finally left St. Louis for Montana to work 
on the Northern Railroad. In the hard 
winter the old man died of pneumonia— 
he had been in America only with his 
body, anyway, his mind and heart having 
remained in Macedonia. But Stoyan 
thought of nothing but America while 
toiling: “There was something fulfilling 
in laying steel across the great plain—it 
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was an act of binding the earth, of bring- 
ing America closer to itself, and bringing 
me closer to it.” In his spare time the 
husky worker studied Whitman and 
Emerson with the aid of a dictionary! 


The author has a keen eye for details, 
and he tells them in a fascinatingly rich 
language, whether he describes Pascal’s 
colorful coffee house or St. Louis’ Red 
Light district, Mississippi baptisms or the 
Macedonian immigrants’ westward trek. 
Above all, he succeeds in making the 
sober reader feel his own amazement and 
excitement: “There was nothing more 
desirable to me, or more _ glorious,” 
Christowe sums up the feelings he had at 
the age of twenty-two, when he left the 
West for Chicago,” than to be an Ameri- 
can. Whatever life held in store for me, 
whatever at all I might achieve, would 
be from an American viewpoint, would 
have its basis in myself as an American. 


My American Pilgrimage ranks among 
the best and most entertaining memoirs 
of distinguished “New Americans.” It is 
a veritable panegyric of the American 
way of life, from the pen of the well- 
known author of This Is My Country, 
The Lion of Yanina, and other books of 
special human interest. 


ALFRED WERNER 





The Psychological Problems of Religion 
(I Ritual: Psycho-Analytic Studies), by 
Theodor Reik. Translated from the Ger- 
man by Douglas Bryan. Farrar, Straus 
& Co., New York. 367 pp. $5.00. 


Theodor Reik is known to American 
readers chiefly as the author of three 
volumes: From Thirty Years With Freud, 
A Psychologist Looks At Love, and Psy- 
chology of Sex Relations. Of the three, 
the second, if I am not mistaken, has 
been the most widely read. Whether this 
is so or not, A Psychologist Looks At 
Love is charmingly written, shrewd, wise, 
witty, and warmly human. It takes issue 
with orthodox Freudianism on the ques- 
tions of love and sex, and regarding 
love in particular presents most con- 
vincingly a theory very close to the view- 
point of Alfred Adler and his followers. 


The Psychological Problems of Religion 
is a very different type of book. No one 
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need be told today that there is wide- 
spread interest in the relationship between 
psychology and religion—not after the 
four year boom of Joshua L. Liebman’s 
Peace of Mind, of which by now there 
must be two copies in every bookcase 
over the country. I doubt, however, that 
Reik’s penetrating but ponderous psycho- 
analysis of Kol Nidre, The Shofar, Kapo- 
rath (use of a rooster or hen as an expia- 
tory sacrifice on the eve of Yom Kippur), 
Couvade, and the puberty rites of savages 
will find a place on the reading table of 
Mr. and Mrs. Average Citizen. It is a vol- 
ume primarily for specialists and semi- 
specialists in psychology, sociology, an- 
thropology, and theology. But any reader 
willing to make the effort necessary to 
absorb its content understandingly will 
find Reik’s Psychological Problems of Re- 
ligion provocative and rewarding. This is 
indicated by the following excerpt from 
its author’s introduction: 

However far back we go in history, we always 
find communities with fixed religious customs 
which the individual had to carry out if he did 
not want to place himself outside the tribe. It 
may be said that this community of religious 
and social life nowhere shows itself to Euro- 
peans so closely and obviously as in the Jews. 
Religion itself, however, as we know, is a cre- 
ation of mental functions born under the pres- 
sure of mental forces. And thus every student 
of the development of Judaism is irresistibly 
impelled to face the weighty question: What 
harmonious or discordant psychological forces, 
acting now as heretofore in their religion as in 
their natural history, invisibly dominate the de- 
velopment of the Jewish people? Their history 
of suffering, their existence under abnormal 
conditions of life, and the mystery of their per- 
sistence must be of greatest interest to the 
psycho-analyst, since it becomes more and more 
evident that the psychology of consciousness is 
not able to give us a sufficient explanation. He 
will feel, as he becomes absorbed in the history 
and the unique culture of Judaism, that dynamic 
processes of an unconscious nature, processes 
which have not hitherto been considered, have 
taken, and are still taking, a great and important 
share in its development. 


The present volume, which, incident- 
ally, includes a preface by Sigmund 
Freud, bears the sub-title Ritual: Psy- 
choanalytic Studies. It is numbered I, and 
the author’s special introduction to the 
American edition expresses the implied 
hope that related volumes with appropri- 
ate titles or sub-titles will soon be brought 
out in America. J. Z. Jacopson 
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Notes From A Journey, by Harry 
Roskolenko. The Meanjin Press, Mel- 
bourne, Australia. 45 pp. $1.00. 


In this fourth and latest volume of 
poetry, Mr. Roskolenko continues stead- 
fast in the role once played by Rimbaud, 
the heretic Christian, whose violent, pro- 
found rhetoric so bitterly castigated the 
practised hypocrisy of his day. Mr. Ros- 
kolenko, Jewish born, takes on a special 
interest for us in this light. It assumes a 
compelling form as we realize that among 
contemporary poets born to the Christian 
creed almost without exception all have 
returned to it humbled and even exalted 
in their defeat. This is after years given 
over to denunciation of most palpable 
contradictions. T. S. Eliot and W. H. 
Auden are two outstanding examples in 
point. 

One could spend pages in conjecturing 
on the causes and significance of such a 
turn in which a Jew is left to uphold the 
apostate’s role in a Christian society. Mr. 
Roskolenko may have found it relevant 
very early in life to question the claim 
to infallibility and preeminence put for- 
ward by this society. Many of his sharpest 
earlier lyrics and those in the present 
volume give a strong basis for this con- 
jecture. For example, in his first volume, 
A Sequence on Violence, a poem elegiz- 
ing the suffering of his father is placed 
alongside an attack upon T. S. Eliot’s 
conversion to the English Church. 

In the latest volume, with new clarity 
and depth, out of growing awareness of 
his theme, Mr. Roskolenko takes us on a 
journey to another part of the world, 
away from Europe and America to reveal 
the blight laid upon the people and the 
land by that same metaphysical hand. 
The background is Australia and its en- 
virons during the last war. Poem after 
poem deals tragically with the primitive 
islands and ‘civilized cities’ ravaged spir- 
itually and physically, with great mould- 
ering crosses to mark the deceased in 
body and mind. Not all poems are of 
equal quality, but here is an example of 
Mr. Roskolenko at his best: 


JOURNEY BACK 
Desolate city, where tents and greenery 
Merged the war into a Kodak sign; 
Two years ago a white army came. 
Today the jungle weeps its rain. 


Here, docks and shops, the tools of war 
Rust in iron disarray; 
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Names, signs and roads are grass, 
and no soldiers pass. 


The airfields in angular lines 

Bulge flowers from metal and coral roads. 
A chapel with a rotting crucifix 

Is sentinel to the solstice. 


Green, green, like all the pasts we know 
Colors the stabbed, violent eye. 

No known resemblance directs the scene 
of death in green. 


Perhaps a letter, lost, forgotten here, 
When love and ships fled to an armistice; 
My own name from a raggd roster stares 
at my flowering nightmares. 


Davin IcNATOW 





Speaking Frankly, by James F. Byrnes. 
Harper & Brothers. 316 pp. $3.50. 


Banner headlines that fairly screamed: 
“Drive Russ Out of Reich;” “Make More 
A-Bombs, Use Force,” introduced James 
F. Byrnes’ book, Frankly Speaking, to 
the peoples of the world. Actually, the 
former Secretary of State made no such 
sensational recommendations for solving 
the Russian problem, and the A.P. and 
U.P. press dispatches did Mr. Byrnes a 
marked disservice by headlining out of 
context such inflammatory utterances. 
Unfortunately, such bombast and misrep- 
resentation is not confined to America’s 
press, but finds frequent expression in 
even public official circles. That Mr. 
Byrnes, himself, is not immune to such 
unhappy practices of lifting documentary 
material out of context and of presenting 
only partial facts is clearly evident from 
a careful reading of this highly interest- 
ing account of the abortive attempt to 
forge a peace following World War II. 

The real value of Frankly Speaking lies 
not so much in what it reveals as in what 
is left unrevealed; not so much in what 
it says as in what remains unsaid. Ob- 
viously, of course, many state secrets 
have to remain secret. Furthermore, Sec- 
retary Byrnes would be less than human 
if he voluntarily divulged his own errors 
of judgment, tactics, policy. Yet, as the 
chief architect of American foreign policy, 
he cannot escape responsibility for the 
post-war failures that he attributes so 
readily to the predatory Russians. 

At Yalta, the battle-lines were drawn 
—the Byrnes book confirms this. Stalin’s 
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primary concern was to get Allied assent 
to an Eastern Europe security zone for 
the Soviets and reparations from Ger- 
many adequate to assist Russia in her 
reconstruction of her devastated areas, 
and sufficient to keep the Germans indus- 
trially weak until Soviet recovery. Dis- 
agreements over the interpretation and 
implementation of the Yalta accords soon 
set off a chain-reaction which has resulted 
in the present “cold-war.” Byrnes com- 
piles an amazing mass of evidence to 
prove that it is the Russians who are 
guilty of violating the Yalta agreements 
—and to the external eye, the behaviour 
of the Soviets in Eastern Europe is most 
disturbing, if not reprehensible. 


What the author omits to disclose is 
that the United States was unwilling to 
consider a comprehensive plan to assist 
the Soviet Union in her problem of eco- 
nomic reconstruction and rehabilitation. 
In fact, our halting of lend-lease immedi- 
ately after V-E day while legally proper 
was politically stupid; our withdrawal of 
support to UNRRA, and Byrnes’ own 
cold-shouldering of Stalin’s request at 
Potsdam for a loan signalled to the 
Soviets our desire to end the policy of 
collaboration and cooperation and to re- 
sume the power-struggle as between the 
anti-communist and Communist world. 


By his own admission, Byrnes went to 
Potsdam to re-open Eastern Europe. 
While thus appearing to be the gallant 
knight of “democracy,” he fails to men- 
tion that our government was giving sup- 
port to certain politicians in the parties in 
Eastern Europe whose conservatism was 
most unsavory and whose known anti- 
Soviet attitude was unpolitic. It is sig- 
nificant that the former Secretary refers 
by name only to Mikolajezyk, a compara- 
tively safe and sane choice; yet, he ne- 
glects to give to full public light the 
names of the many other politicians that 
we and the British insisted on including 
in the newly constructed post-war gov- 
ernments. Continued American interven- 
tion in the Soviet security zone may even 
have been based on good moral inten- 
tions, but in the given status of interna- 
tional tension it could only lead to further 
suspicion as to our real motives. If the 
United States was committed to a policy 
of “containment” of the Soviets, using 
as American bases Bulgaria, Rumania, 
Poland, Hungary, it was more than a 
tragic error; it was a declaration of war. 
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And it is apparent that the Kremlin has 
thus considered this ill-advised policy. 


That Mr. Byrnes tried valiantly to 
reach agreement with Molotov on various 
issues is a matter of record. In clear and 
simple style, he chronicles the endless 
conference debates with unceasing devo- 
tion to detail, and punctuates the dra- 
matic story of peace-making with rare 
good-humor and honesty. That the Rus- 
sians are obdurate and determined to 
achieve certain objectives is quite evi- 
dent. Their dilatory tactics in the nego- 
tiations for the Italian, Austrian and 
German treaties, and their hedgeing on 
the American offer of a 40-year alliance 
is lamentable and even highly frustrating. 
Yet in Byrnes’ own words: “A people’s 
peace cannot be won by flashing triumphs. 
It requires patience and firmness, toler- 
ance and understanding. We must not try 
to impose our will on others, but we 
must make sure that others do not get 
the impression that they can impose their 
will on us.” 

That the author now wishes to reverse 
his one-time slogan of “patience and 
firmness” to firmness first and then pa- 
tience is perhaps understandable. What 
is not understandable, however, is that 
such a clever politician as Jimmy Byrnes 
should have forgotten Joseph Stalin’s ad- 
monition (at Yalta): “It is not so dif- 
ficult to keep unity in time of war since 
there is a joint aim to defeat the common 
enemy, which is clear to everyone. The 
difficult task will come after the war 
when diverse interests tend to divide the 
Allies.” Frankly speaking, the crux of 
the present impasse between Russia and 
the West was Byrnes’ lack of far-sighted 
statesmanship and his inability to assess 
the basic requirements of realpolitik. Of 
course, the handicap of the timid, inept, 
provincial present executive, Mr. Tru- 
man, was undoubtedly a _ contributing 
factor. It is interesting to note that 
“Jimmy” doesn’t refer very often to 
his private conferences with “Harry,” 
whereas he reports quite fully on the fre- 
quent sessions he had with President 
Roosevelt on matters of import. 


The main theme of Frankly Speaking 
appears to be the expressed conviction 
that the Soviets are “determined to dom- 
inate Europe.” Byrnes qualifies this as- 
sertion with the statement that he feels 
the Russians do not, however, want war 
now. He reports at some length the Nazi- 
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Soviet conferences and agreements, and 
near agreements, as to the division of 
spoils. He concludes, therefore, that 
Molotov’s demands upon Hitler during 
the war are the true aims of the Soviets 
in peace. Such deduction of future Rus- 
sian ambitions almost falls into the self- 
same class of misrepresentation as the 
press dispatches which headlined the ad- 
vent of the Byrnes book. This is not to 
say that the Russians aren’t expansionist; 
they are. But one doesn’t prove such a 
contention by pointing to a projected pro- 
posal made as a bargaining suggestion to 
a Herr Hitler. The former secretary 
makes much of the Soviet demands for 
the Kuriles and a sphere of influence in 
Manchuria. He fails to add that this was 
part of a quid pro quo arrangement that 
included Soviet acceptance of the Ameri- 
can demand for the Pacific bases, a spe- 
cial interest in China, and near-exclusive 
control over Japan. 


All-in-all, the disclosures of big power 
politics makes not only highly exciting 
reading, but should as well result in some 
sober thinking on the part of the reader. 
Minor errors of fact, as for instance the 
allegation that the Greek civil war was, 
in its origin, inspired by Soviet satellites, 
should not detract from its over all his- 
torical value. The work is pitched to the 
level of the average reader—and it is to 
be hoped that the American public will 
avail itself of this unusual opportunity to 
study carefully the many valuable lessons 
for future American foreign policy in the 
successes and failures of Secretary 
Byrnes. It is to be hoped, however, that 
surveyors of this work are not as naive 
as the author expects them to be. For 
instance, he expects us to believe that 
the real reason for expanding the num- 
ber of nations who were to participate in 
the peace conferences was to make a 
more democratic peoples’ peace. It could 
hardly have been that the increased vot- 
ing majority that accrued to the Western 
bloc, a majority that included many states 
who did little or no actual fighting, a ma- 
jority that could consistently push the 
Soviet Union into a belligerent minority, 
a Soviet Union which had done most of 
the fighting and bleeding in Europe—it 
could hardly be that that was the true 
reason? 


One aspect of Mr. Byrnes’ career con- 
tinues to puzzle the reviewer. Why did 
he resign as Secretary of State after such 
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a short stay in office—only eighteen 
months? This is not meant to impugn 
either his integrity or forthrightness, but 
American foreign policy, especially dur- 
ing the critical post-war years, deserves 
greater continuity of top leadership than 
has been this nation’s fortune. 

Perhaps the true Mr. Byrnes is better 
revealed in his final warning to future 
policy-makers: “We must not indulge in 
idle threats. We must not start anything 
we do not intend to finish. We must meet 
aggression and pressure with firm re- 
sistance. At the same time, we must be 
just and objective in our analysis of each 
situation. We should always keep the 
hand of friendship extended.” 

ALFRED J. Hotz 


Thy Men Shall Fall, by Sidney and 
Samuel Moss. Ziff-Davis Publishing Com- 
pany. 351 pp. $3.00. 

. ... Through all the ages of recorded history 
wars have been waged; and all the multitudes 
who fought in them believed they were fighting 
for Justice, for Right, for Liberty; and in the 
cause of these beliefs they murdered each other. 
Yet in the thousands of years of bloodshed, the 
rape of cities, the desolation of lands, all prose- 
cuted in the cause of such abstractions, nothing 
of worth to the human spirit has come of them. 
Men are no wiser than Socrates, no saintlier 
than Confucius—in all the twenty-five hundred 
years of blood-letting that stand between their 
day and ours. It is time to call a halt to the 
slaughter of men and to those social forms that 
live by murder, It is time to address those who 
seek to justify war for any cause whatever and 
to say to them that there has been no cause of 
the many holy causes, no slogan of the myriad, 
high-sounding slogans, no war of the five thou- 
sand years of war, that is worth one single, 
solitary human life. 

This is an angry and yet a detached 
book by a participant in the last World 
War and the above quotation epitomizes 
the author’s attitude toward armed con- 
flict between man and man. It is a book 
which attempts to give a blow by blow 
report from the standpoint of the private 
in the army, of the American campaigns 
in North Africa, Sicily, of a stay in Eng- 
land preparatory to the storming of the 
beaches of Normandy, a murderous 
march through France, and the invasion 
of Germany. American boys, all, are the 
characters in the Moss drama; youth 
from colleges, factories, and offices in the 
States. Young men who have not, in the 
main, succumbed to the hardship and to 
the physical pain engendered from sleep- 
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ing in the slush and in mud in one land, 
and who fought on to suffer from the 
heat and hardships in another invaded 
country. But thousands of those boys are 
lying still forever, all over the fields and 
cities of Europe: the searing experiences 
of the survivors must be, in the telling 
of the authors, a burden that should not 
and cannot be borne by the veterans 
alone. Thy Men Shall Fall pleads that the 
responsibility for avoiding another war 
must be the common job of all humanity. 

Living people emerge from the pages 
of this book; soldiers who left sweet- 
hearts and wives back home, who dream 
of returning to their friends and occupa- 
tions however humble, and whose forti- 
tude is constantly undermined not so 
much by a lurking enemy as by stupid 
army regulations and the drudgery of a 
disciplined life. In this book is portrayed 
this monotony of war, the sameness of 
the circumscribed existence of the soldier 


THE CHICAGO JEWISH FORUM 


who seeks, whenever his energies have 
an outlet, surcease in drink and sexual 
excesses. There are too, vivid and excit- 
ing flashes of comradeship, self sacrifice, 
and friendship unto death. 

I do not know if George Walburne, the 
story teller, an American soldier, whose 
factual narrative of fierce fighting as seen 
with the eyes of the “common” combat- 
ant, is the typical American soldier, 
whatever such a term may imply. I do 
know, however, that what he describes 
may not be easily impeached. That war is 
brutal, costly, and senseless, is unques- 
tioned. That it is wasteful is a common- 
place. Thy Men Shall Fall succeeds, and 
that brilliantly, in bringing these truisms 
home, again. Thy Men Shall Fall, done 
with honesty and integrity, is a major 
contribution to the thesis that war is 
crime against humanity. 


BENJAMIN WEINTROUB 
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